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To
BeErMICE
(1934-1997)
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[ WwoULD MEVER HAVE WRITTEW THIS BOOK.

To THE SEVEN LIVING SURVIVORS OF THE TUSKEGEE SYPHILIS STUDY,

CHARLES PoLLARD

Herman SHaw
CarTeEr Howarn

Frep Simmons
Ermest HEnMDON

GEorGE KEY
AND

FrepEricK Moss,

AMD TO THE MEMOREY OF THE

616 DECEASED PARTICIPANTS OF THE STUDY.
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Listing of Study Participants, 1932-1972

Adair, Green
Adams, Courtney
Adams, James
Adame, Louis
Albert, Prince
Alexander, Ben
Alexander, Joe
Alexander, Marion
Allen, Jefferson
Allen, Sam

Allen, Selden
Anderson, George

Anderson, George 1.

.“mthu:m}'. il
Askew, Schon
Austin, Alfred
Austin, Dean
Austin, George
Austin, Hyth
Austin, Melson
Austin, '\'{"jll.'}r
Baker, George
Banks, Early
Banks, _]:I.E]'L
Barrow, David
Barrow, Seth
Bartle, Enoch
Bartle, Lee
Beadey, Robert
Beasley, Nathanicl
Berry, ju:r]m

Berry, Leomie
Bessick, Edward
Bessick, Ernest
Black, [shman
Black, Jim

Black, Tommie Lee
Black, Wiley
Blackburn, Will
Blackman, Prismus
Bledsoe, Pustell

Borum. Muncie
B-'_T:.rd. Cirant
B-'_T:.rd. Jimmie
Boyd, Richard
Boyd, Tobe
Brooks, Ealy (El5)
Brown, Bailey, |r.
Brown, [oll
Brown, John C.
Brown, K. L.
Brown, Logan
Brown, Riley
Brown, Vance
Bryant. |. K.
Bryant, Willic
Bryant, Winfield
Buchanan, Ben
Buchanan, Charlie
Buchanan, Columbus
Buchanan, Gene
Buchanan, Juhn
Buchanan, 5ol
Buchanan, Wash
Buford. James
(Clemmie)
Burten, William
Buscom (Bascomb),
Hjshl:lp
Butler, Eli
Byrd, Sam
Caldwell, William
Calhoun, Forney
Campbell, Alfred
'L'.lmpl:u:]l. Charlie
'C.lmpl:u:]l. Ishmacl
Campbell, Jack
Campbell, Judge
'C.lmpl:u:]l. Wl
Carlisle, Robert
Carmichael, Gus
Carr, im

Caston Eugene
Caupbell, Charlic
Chambless, William
Chambliss, Henry
Chambliss, Jerry
Chambliss, Pollard
Chappel, Seaborn
Chappell, Hilliard
Charleston, Rufus
Chatman, Georgie
Cheeks, [ohn
Chisholm, Ben
Chisholm, Ed
Clabon, |ames
Clark, Joshua
Clark, Moses
Clements, Ludie
Cole, Allen
Coleman, Samuel
Collier, lsaac
Collins, Algie
Callins, [im
Collins, John
Collins, Julius
Caollins, Relice
Collins, Willie
Collis, Dan
Collis, Sylvester
Comer. Ben
Cooper, Amos
Cooper, Frank
Cooper, Gentry
Cox, Fletcher
Cox, Jeff
Cox, Redonia
Cox, Tom
Crawford, George
Crawlord, [immic
Lee
Crawford, John
Crawford, Logan
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Crawlord, Wash
Cr.rw|-.'}'. |ames
Crayton, Ernest
Crayton, Lonzo
[Daniel. Albert
Dhaniel. Clark
Daniel, John Wesley
Dramiel, Mac
Drarkey, Floyd
[havis, .-\nt]mn}r
[Davis, Bonnie
[avis, Elbert
Dravis, Henry
Davis, Meriman
[ravis, Martin
Dray, Frank
Demps, Benjamin
Dennis, Mat
Dixon, Frank
Doggertt, Lettie
[honar, S5am
Dronar, Kelley
honar, Mose
Doner, Wilbert
Doner, Wiley
Dhorsey, Aleck
[Dhorsey, Jim
Dhorsey, will
Drowedell Crawford
Downer, Willie
Dhozier, Bill
Driscoll, Harvey
[Dubose, M. 1.
Echals, 1D, C.
Echals, _|u|1n
Echaols, Presley
Echals, Wade
Echals, "-:F;-’j]-.'}'
Echals, Willie
Ellington, John A
Ellington, Samuel
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Epps. Henry
Evans, Ben
Evans, Henry Mark
Evans, Lemuel
Felton, Cleve
Felton, Tom
Fitzpatrick, Green
Fitepatrick, MNed
Fitzpatrick. Tom
Fitzpatrick, Willie
Foote, Bill
Foote, |oe

Ford, Abbie
Ford, Arthur
Ford, Percy

Fort, Calvin
Fort, E. Cary
Fort, Jasper
Fort, Mathan
Fort, Sandy
Foster, Archie
Foster, Ben Eddie
Foster, Bonnie
Foster, David
Foster, Lee
Foster, 'omp
Foster, Reuben
Foster, William
Foy, Jim

Foy, Louis
Franklin, Ulysses
Caaines, Percy
Galgher, Ben
Camble, Bob
Gamble, Elijah
Carner, Alfred
Caaston, Will
Cauchett, Midk
Cermany, Albert
Germany, Fred
Cholston, Ben
Cailes, Fred
Cilmer, Quince
Cilmore, Doc

Glenn, Sam

Coode, ]l:l]'m
Coodson, G, C.
Cordon. Virgil
Giray, Dhesibe
Creathouse, Clabon
Creathouse, Clifton
Greathouse, [ohn E.
Cireen, Mose
Coreen, Walter
Cereen, Will

Cereer, Cieorge
Coniffin, Colonel
Coriffin, Dhave
Coriffin, Samuel
riggs, Charlie
Cirimes, Emmett
Cerimes, James
Grove, Frank
Hagins, G, B.
Hagood, Andrew
Hall, Cary
Hamilton, Columbus
Haney, Sherman
Hanmn, Freeman
Hardy, Albert
Harper, Clifton
Harper, Rober
Harris, Adolphus
Harris, Alonzo
Harris, Flisha
Harris, George
Harris, Jak

Harms, J.lk.l."

Harris, James
Harris, Lous
Harris, Theodore
Harris, Wil

Harris, Wil

Harris, William
Harrison, Edward
Harrison, Willie, 5.
Hart, Frank

Hart, [ohn
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Hart. L. £
Harvey, Charlie
Harvey, Walter
Hatten, Ludie
Hatten, S:Lnd}'
Hatton, Square
Hawkins, Henry
Henderson, Absolomi
Henderson, Hilliard
Henderson, James
Henderson, Wilbur
(Dick)
Hendon, Ernest
Hendon, Louie
Henry, Johnnie
Hicks, I'hil
Hicks, William
Hill, Phillip
Hoffman, Clayborn
Hl:lllida}'. Jmcph
Holmes., #an
Howard, Carter
Howard, Tony
Hudson, Juhn
Huffman, Benny Lee
Huffman, Marcus
Hugh]}'. Arthur
Hurt, Will
Hutchinson. £ack
Lszell, Minor
_|ac|f_wn: [David
ackson, Fleming
Jacksom, [siah
_|ac|f_wn: James
ackson, Martin
Jackson, Randall
_|ac|f_wn: Foosevelt
_|ac|f_wn: Stcphjc
[ackson, Tom
Jackson, Tommy |.
_|ac|f_wn: Jim
James, Clifton
James, John C.

|ams, George
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James, [essie
James, Wilbert
Jenkins, Howard
Jenkins, Wese
Jenkins, Witlliam, Jr.
Jenkins, Willse
Jernigen, Will
lehnson, Price
Jehnsen, Charles
lzhnson, Faegin
Jehnson, G. C.
Jehnsen, [immie
Jehnsen, [ohnnie .
|ehnson, Simon
|ehnson, Spencer
Jehnson, Sylvester
lzhnson, Thomas
|ehnson, Thomas
1
Jonakings [ Jernigan).
Jim
Jenes Chancy
Jones, Clifford
Jones Dan Jeff
Jones, Hayes
Jones, Henry
Jones, Major
Jenes, Roosevelt
Jenes, Shepherd L.
Jones, Willie
Jones, Willie Mofteet
Jerden, James
Julkes, Albert
Julkes, Ephrom
Julkes, Warren
Kelly, Ad Eelly
Kelly, John k.
Kelly, Mitchell
Kennebrew, Usher
Key, Charlie B.
Key, George
Kev, Henry
Key, Jesse
Ky, MNed
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Key, Nathan
Kindell, B.T.
Kitt, Edmond
Laine, Mathaniel
Lane, ]u:r|'|r.| Edward
Lane, ]uhnnjc W
Lane, Wylic
Laster, |ames
Laury, Andrew
Levete, William
Lewis, Peter M
Lewis, Sherman
Ligon, Rill.'}'
Lockett, George
Lockwood, W, 1
Long, 3im

Long, Will

Love, Milton
Loveless, Ed
]_u:r}'d. Ernest
Macon, V. M.
Maddox, Jesse
Mahone, Dave L.
Mahone, Fonzie
Manley, Charlic Y.
Martin, Governor
Martin, Lewis
Martin, Roosevelt
Martin, Wesley
Mason, Frazier
Mays, Clabon
McGrady, Thomas
MeEaee, Essex
McMullen, Wash
MeMeill, Willie
Menefee, Joe
Menelee, _|'|:|]1r.|
Miles, William
Mims, Richard
Mindingall, Samuel
Mitchell, Gary
Mitchell, John
Moore, Aaron
Moore, Abner

Moore, Alonzo
Moore, Frekial
Moore, Felix
Muoore, Frank
Moore, Marshall
Moore, Willie Bill
Morgan, Lenza
Maorris, Hobbie
Muoss, Frank
Muoss, Frederick
Muss, Cirant
Muss, John |.
Maoss, Ohas
Maotley, Peter
Maott, Julius
Murph}'. Dack
Murray, Albert
Mutry, Jim
Myrick, L. 5.
Meal, Bubin
Meal, Kufus
Morwood, Ed
Nun|-;::.r: Willie
(¥ Meal, Thaddaus
Oygletree, York
Pace, Eddie
Pace, Elmore
Pace, Evans
Pace, George
Pace, Henry
Pace, Lonzie
Pace, Melse
Pace, Steve

Pace, Ons
Padgett, Whitelaw
Parker, Eli
Parrick, Wil
Patterson, Cleveland
Paulk, Frank
Payne, Ludic
Pearsall, Pender
Pearson, Ed
Pendleton, John
Philips., Tom

http://site.ebrary.com.proxy2.ulib.iupui.edu/lib/iupui/docPrint.action?encr...

Phillips Charlie
]"]1jl|.i|:ls: Ed
Phillips, John W
Phillips, Med
]"hillips: Prince
]"]ﬂlput. Roland
Pinkard., Charlie
Pinkard, Charles Lee
Mees, Walter
Pall, Alhert
Pollard, Charlie
Pollard, Elbere
Pollard, Lucius
Pollard, Oshurn
Pollard, Vertis
Pollard, Wil
Pollard, Woody
Porch, Bertha
Potts, Jethro
Pruitt, Taylor
Pugh, Armistead
Pugh, Arthur
R.mdulph, o
R.mdulph, Juhnnjn:.'
Randolph., Major
Randolph, Robert
Ray, George

Ray, William
Reed, Andrew
Reed, Du‘ug]:ts
Reed, Fletcher
Reynolds, Charles
Reynolds, Gus
Rhone, €. H.
Ries, Clinton
Robbins, Tom
Roberson, Lige
Robert, Bob Lee
Robinson. Albert
Robinson. Butler
Rockamore, Ben
Rogers, Henry
Rowell, Charlie
Rowell, Edmond

Rowell, Theodore
Ruff. B L.
Rush, Lieutenant
Rush, Wash
Russell, Clarence
Russell, ]u.'FF
Russell, Willie Mck.
Samuel, Bill
Samuel, Ceorge
Samuel, Ondell
Samuel, Tom George
Sanford, E.
Sanford, Fletcher
Scott, Lester
Scott, 0.1
Scott, ‘William
Seatts, [ohn
Shaw, Charlie
Shaw, Herman
Shelton, j|:||'|n
Shelton, Purvis
Shumpert, Paul
Simmons, Fred
Simmons, _[l:lhn
Simpson, Bennic
Simpson, Jimmic
Sinclair, Anderson, Jr.
Sindlair, Oscar
Sistrunk, Henry
Slnughl:cr. ]u:r]m
Smith, Cain
Smith, Dudley
Smith, Eugenc
Smith, Hilliard
Smith, Jimmie
Smith, Joe
Smith, ]u:r]m "-:':-"L'5|.<:}'
Smith, Lieutant
Smith, Low
Smith, Richard
Smith, Robert
Harvey
Smith, Thomas K.
Sparks, Ed
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Specd, Olin
Spivey, im
Stewart, Mack
Story, Millard
Swanson, Mark
Swanson, Please
Swanson, lom
Swanson, Tump

Swanson, Will B.

Swanson, Willie
Swift, Lawrence
Swilt, Son
Swint Andrew

Talbert, Oscar
Talley, Louis
Tarver, Eugene
Tarver, Oscar
Tate, Edward
Tate, Lows
Tate, Robert Lee
Tatum, Mayso
Taylor, Richard
Tatum, 5}r|1.'-5tcr
'I':L_'r'|.¢_1r: Yan
Taylor, Warren
Temple, George
'nan:.'nc}'. Baob
Thomas, [essie
Thomas, Oran

Thomas, Pat
Thompsan, Pete
Thompson, Willie
Tinsley, Edison
Todd, Walter
Tolbert, George

Washington

Talbert, Jim
Talbert, Ocie
Tramble, Willie
Trammell, Percy
Tredwell, AIf
Tark, ¥l
Turner, Joe
Turner, West
Turpin, Jim
Tyner, Stephen
Tyson, Freddic, 5r.

Upshaw:, Milton
Veal, Coleman
Yeal, Jim

Wade, Mitchell
Waggoner, John
Walker, Andrew
Walls, Joc Mathan
Walker, Johnnie W
Whare, Alex
Warren, Atlee
Warren, Ed
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Warren, Sonnie
Watson, ]u:r]'m H.
Watson, John L.
Watt, Willie
Weathers, Alonza
‘ﬁ"cathcrspu-:rn. Sam
Wehb, William
Welch, Dan

West, .-".nthun_'r'
Wheat, Tobe
Wheeler, Jake
White, Archic
White, Leonard
White, Sonny
Whitlow, Ed
Whitlow, Maotelle
Williams, Albert
Williams, Andrew
Williams, Bill
Williams, Baill Henry
Williams, Bill Jesse
Willizms, Coleman
Williams, Eugene
Williams, Cieorge
Williams, Henry
Williams, James
Williams, Lewis
Williams, Mathew
Williams, Meshack
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Williams, Morris
Williams, Reuben
Williams, Steve J.
Williams, Tom
Willis, ] W
Willis, Wilbur
Wilson, Govenor
Wilson, Ray
Wilson, Houston
Wilson, Logan
Wimbush, James
Wood, Charlie, Ir.
Wood, Charlie, 5.
Wood, Louls
Wood, Grant
Woodall, B I
Woodall, Melson
Woolfolk, Jesse
Wright, Jim
Wright, Clarence
Wright, Ernest
Wright, Ludic
"-I-rrig]ﬁt. Bev. T, W,
Wright, Will
Wiyatt, Tom
Yancey, Booker
Yarbough, Mark
York, Harrison
Young, Jack
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Foreword

When President Clinton, in a ceremony at the White House on May 16,
1997, addressed five elderly African American men—ages 89 to 109—and
the family members of others who could not be present, he brought a sym-
bolic resolution to one of the most shameful episodes in U.S. medical his-
tory.

The President of the United States looked these men in the cyes and

said:

The United States government did something thar was wrong—
deeply, profoundly, morally wrong. It was an outrage to our commit-
ment to integrity and equalicy For all our citizens. - . . The American
people are sorry—for the loss, for the years of hurt. You did nothing
wrong, but you were grievously wronged. T apologize and [ am sorry

that this apology has been so long in coming.

As attorney for the participants in what became known as the Tuskegee
Syphilis Study, I was decply moved. Yes, in onc sense it was truc what the
critics were saying, that the President’s apology was “too little and too late.”
Yer for these surviving men and family members, and for the conscience of
the nation, it could never be too late to make amends for a terrible injus-
tice. When someone hurts you, their telling you that they are sorry for
what they did is a healing act. This is no less truc when it is your govern-
ment that has committed the wrong. World history teaches us that govern-
ments rarely admit moral culpability for their wrongful actions.

13
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14 THE TUSKEGEE SYPHILIS STUDY

And what had the United States government done that was so wrong?
Put in its simplest terms, the government used 623 men as human guinea
pigs in a misguided forty-year medical experiment. That in ieself would
have been bad enough. The moral and cthical injury was compounded by
the fact that all of these men were African American, predominantly poor
and uncducated, and were deliberately kept in the dark abour whar was
happening to them.

It is pointless to try to weigh one person’s suffering against anothers,
and | am not for a moment equating the Tuskegee Syphilis Study with the
horrors committed in the name of “science” by Nazi doctors against Jews at
Daachau and other places during World War II, but the principle is the
same. The Nuremberg trials against Nazi war criminals resulted in a scr of
standards under which the civilized world agreed that human beings would
not be used as rescarch animals and that doctors would never forger that
their first durty is to heal their paticnts. The Tuskegee Syphilis Study reiter-
ates the necessity for commitment to these ideals.

As an American citizen, it shames me to realize that the Tuskegee Syphilis
Study, which began in 1932, continued under the supervision of U.S. gov-
crnment officials and highly trained medical professionals unal 1972, more
than two decades after the Nuremberg trials.

Thus, as I sat on the front row in the East Room of the White House
on a warm May 16, 1997, I felt the President’s apology on behalf of the
American people was a significant step in the right direction. Observing
the ceremony, | reaffirmed my commitment to help ensure that the lessons
of the Tuskegee Syphilis Study were widely known and that some lasting
good will come out of the tragic situation.

This book tells the inside story, the real story, of the Tuskegee Syphilis
Study, the lawsuit that eventually brought some compensation to the Study
victims and survivors, and the events culminating in the White Housc apol-
ogy. This book also explains the plans to create a prominent memorial and
rescarch center in Tuskegee, Alabama, as a permanent legacy of the experi-
ment and of the rich history and culture of the arca.

I wrote this book because God placed me in a position to do so. My
first book, Bus Ride To fustice, rold how I became a civil rights lawyer after
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growing up in scgrcgatcd Montgomery, Alabama. My haru:l-wu:rrking mother

and my supportive community encouraged me to get a college education

and E]'it['l go (1) ]aw SEJ.']ODL CVEn E]'iOLlsh I had to ]cavc my I'I.Dﬂ‘.lf state to

find a law school that would admit Negroes, as we were then called. Afrer
graduating from Case Western Reserve Law School, | could have taken a
job in Cleveland, Ohio, bur [ returned o Alabama, determined to “dcstn:r}r

cvcr}'rhing scgrcgatcu:l [ could find.” Ar the age of nvcnr}r-thrcc. [ became

one of only two African American attorneys in Montgomery. One of my

first clients was Rosa Parks, who was arrested atter she refused to give up
her seat to a white man on a scgrcgarcd city bius. Subscqucntl];. I became

the attorney for the Montgomery Bus Boycott and its inspired leader, the

Rev. D Martin Lucher King, Jr.

I worked with Martin King, Rosa Parks, E. D). Nixon, and other giants

of what mushroomed into the Civil Rights Movement. Between 1955 and

1972, 1 filed dozens of successful lawsuits to dtscgrcgar: schoals, hl:rusing,

transportation, places of employment, and other arcas of public life. In the

mid-1960s | moved my residence ﬁ:-rr}f miles up the road to Tuskcg:c, Ala-

bama, and in 1970 | became one of the first two African Americans elecred

to the Alabama legislature since Reconstruction.

Meanwhile, | continued a |:H_15},' practice in both civil rig]‘its and more

roucine lcgal matters. | was also a full-time minister in the Church of Christ.

I was involved in the community and, T belicve it is fair to say, was probably

the best-known African American attorney in Alabama.
Yet, until the Tuskcgcc S].-rphi]is Stud}f became pub]ic knu:rwlcdgc th mugh

news reports in 1972, [ was unaware of the experiment that had existed in

my communit}f FDF .FOJ.'E}-’ years. As .EEI.T as thf ECHC[E.'. ]J'I.Ib]lf Was CGJ'ICCI.'J'IDd.

tht S-IZ'LId}-" h-ﬂd I:ICCJ'I I'ifpt a IDEEI SCCICT. NC'\’CTIZI'[CJ.CS-S. "h']'itﬂ one DF EI'LC micn

involved in the study approached me, | immediately recognized the seri-

USIICSES OFWI‘[EI ]131:1 IJCCH CI.DH'E. T]'it man nghl:[:u"v FC'.'[. I:IHSCIII. an Whal’ Wil

bcing rcpu:rrtcu:l in the media, that he had been mistreated and he wanred

me to sue whoever was responsible. Consequently, I filed the lawsuit and

Wll'l'l '[]'ivt I'LC].P D.F my ED“C&EL'ICS cventu E.I.I}- Wion a SCEt].'.'.JTlCnE o ID'.'.]'EE.IFOFE.“

the participants in the s:ud}:

Ower the vears, | remained in close contact with many of the surviving
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participants. [ included a chapter on the casc in Bus Ride 7o fustice, which
was published in 1995, Then, in 1997, the Home Box Office cable televi-

sion company Prcscnrcu:l the dramartic film M Evers’ Bays, which was based

on the Tuskcgcc S]r']:nhilis Stud];. Many of the men involved in the stud}r

were deeply offended by this movie, which they felt misrepresented them

and E]'it FaC[S GF thc Sl'L'IIII.}’. In any C4sc, this movie and a Sl'E.EC PI.E.}? D-.F IZI'lC

sAMe name bmugh: the case back into the media sputlight.

Over a period of time, many people, including myself, realized that

CYen though ThCI'C I'I.E.d bCCl'l a Stl't]fmf.nl' in Thf J.EI.WSUjE an bchalf OF l'I'I.C

srud}f victims, and the stud].r itself had been ended, there were still unre-
solved issues that should be addressed. Gradually, the idea emerged for a

Pl.l.bli.'l: QPOIOE}-' FI'Dm thf fcdcral gov:rnmcnt Lo tht victims G.F E]'iC SELICI}-',

including surviving participants and the familics of those who had died.

For several months, my late wife and I worked together on events which led

to the Presidential apl:rlog}f.

Now, using case files, personal knowledge, and interviews and state-

ments of numerous pcoplc involved in various aspects of the Srud}r, [ have

compilcd a record which | I'LDFH: will be comp:l]ing and useful rcading for

students, teachers, rescarchers, and anyone interested in understanding why

and how such an cpisudc could have happcncd. This book has been written

in the hopc thar the past will not be Forgu:rrtcn and thar this type of occur-

rence will never happen again.

It ha.s I:If'.'.ﬂ m]d l'I'I..'EI.l' l'hﬂftl! WI'[D .FOIECT l'J.']C prastarc EOI'lCI.CJTlJ'ICd (4] ['.'.]J'.‘.‘E.t

it. I love My Country, and [ believe thar, t]'imugh the hc]p of God, the |ong

pendulum of history is slowly swinging in the direction of justice and equal-

ity. Nonetheless, the histor}f of African Americans has been too ]Ja'mi:ul to

TCFH::.H, S0 W had ]'.'ICEI rcmv:mbcr EI.['lI:l n:mcmbv:r WC]I.

Tuskcgcc, Alabama
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Introduction

In July 1972, while flying from Washington, D.C., home to Montgomery,
[ was reading the newspaper when my cye was caught by an article about a
medical experiment in my adopted hometown of Tuskegee, Alabama. The
article, by Associated Press reporter Jean Heller, described how the study
was initiated by the United States Public Health Service in 1932 with the
intent of collecting data about the effects of untreated syphilis. According
to the article, the study used as subjects some six hundred African Ameri-
can males from the rural arcas in and around Macon County, of which
Tuskegee is the county scat. More than half of the 623 men had syphilis;
the others, a control group, did not.

Over the next few days, additional aracles and broadeast reports pro-
vided more details. These reports floored me for several reasons.

I was shocked to learn that the study had been going on for forty years.
[ was born and reared in an adjacent county, and [ started handling cases in
Macon County soon after | passed the Alabama Bar exam and hung out my
shingle in 1954. I had opened a law office in Tuskegee in 1958, had been
living there since 1965, and had represcnted the county in the state legisla-
ture. Tuskegee is not a big place. In 1972, the population of the county was
only twenty-five thousand, and [ had probably shaken the hands of half of
them. Yet I had never heard of the Tuskegee Syphilis Study. It was astound-
ing to me that such a study could have avoided public discussion for forry

23
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vears. | later learned that the medical rescarch community was quire famil-
tar with the study, but that certainly was not the case with the general
public.

Sccondly, the news story, bricf as it was, outlined what could only be
viewed as an alarming atrocity and yet another example of racial injustices
perpetrated by government in segregated Alabama. In this case, not by the
statc of Alabama, but by the federal government. Syphilis is an cqual-op-
portunity discase. It can be transmitted from black or white genitals just
the same, and it cqually ravages black or white neural systems, brains, hearts,
and other organs. Yer cach of the 623 study subjects was an African Ameri-
can male. Furthermore, they were predominantly poor, uneducated, and,
in rural Alabama in 1932, would have been extremely unsophisticated about
medical treatment in general. As I said, I was shocked, but T was hardly
surprised. | had witnessed many areas where African Americans had been
treated unjustly. This casc was simply especially appalling because it was
officially sanctioned by the federal government and involved life or death
situations for several hundred United Stares citizens.

Thirdly, cffective treatment was knowingly and systemarically wich-
held from those suffering from a porentially fatal discase. Putting aside the
apparent problems with how the participants were selected, one could sec
the original rationale behind the Study, for when it began in the chirtics,
there was no cffective cure for syphilis. But by the 1940s, penicillin had
been discovered and found to be highly effective as a treatment for syphilis.
By the end of World War II, penicillin was a readily available and relacively
inexpensive cure for syphilis. Yet for another two decades, officials in charge
of this study deliberately withheld treatment from the discased majority of
its participants. | thought it was a tragedy that these poor rural men in my
county had suffered such an injustice.

On July 27, 1972, Mr. Charlic Pollard, a Macon County farmer, came
into my office and asked if I had read abourt the men who were involved in
the tests for “bad blood.” He said he was one of the men. He then relared
that a few days before, he was at a stockyard in Montgomery and a newspa-
per woman found him and engaged him in a conversation about his in-
volvement in a health program in Tuskegee since back in the thirties. The
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reporter asked if he knew Funice Rivers, the nurse who worked with the

men in the testing program from the beginning to end. He stated that he

did.

Mr. Pollard related to me in detail his invelvement. His statement con-

firmed the news reports [ had been reading and watching on television. As

a resulr of our discussion, | agn:c-d to represent M. Pollard in a lawsuir

EI.EE.i.I'lSl' E]'il: gm'cmmcnr E.If'll:l any othcrs W JTlJIEI'lt I:I.iSEO'L’L'.I W]'iD Worc ICEEI“V

responsible for operating and maintaining the study. That is how | became

involved as the attorney for the plain:iffs in what became known as Pollard

o United Stares af America, a class action lawsuir filed in federal court in

Monrgomery.

In the Fl:-llmving chap:crs. I will tell the story of the Tuskcgcc S].-']J]'iilis

Study, beginning with some background about Macon County. This back-

ground is necessary to understanding the time period and setting of the

srul:l}f:. the origins and mct]‘mdl:-ll:rg}' of the stud}; ieself; and the Hljng of the

lawsuit, its supporting investigation, the judicial settlement that resulted,

and the fc-“uw-up ]cgal cfforts to locate the participants and their heirs in

order w pay them cheir part of the sertlement. Then, [ will relate some of

what has happened to these men and their case in the years since, especially

the renewed media attention of recent years, as well as the unprecedented
evenes of M ay 1997 when the President of the Unired States met with some
of the study survivors at the White House and publicly apologized to them

on behalf of the nation. Finall},’, [ will describe the ]Jmp-:xsal to build a me-

morial center in Tuskcg:c asa ]cgac].-r to the SI:l.ll:l}’ participants and to those

of all races, particularly Native Americans, European Americans, and Afri-

can Americans, who have contributed to the unique hish:-r}; and culture of

Tuskcgcc and Macon County, Alabama. This lcgaqf includes l:gislatiu’c and

regulatory actions to make sure that such a thing as the Tuskegee Syphilis

Stud}f cannot happcn again.
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Macon County, Alabama

A person who was not living in Tuskegee and Macon County in 1932 can
hardly imagine what lifc was like at that tme and place. It is hard cven for
me, and I was born in 1930, in Montgomery, the adjacent county south-
west of Macon. To begin with, there were vast material differences. That
was long before automatic transmissions in automobiles, televisions, and
most of the modern conveniences that we take for granted today. Very few
people had ever flown in an airplanc. Mo onc had cver heard of an inter-
statc highway. In Macon County and similar rural parts of the Decp South
in 1932, most people did not have plumbing, clecericity, telephones, and
cars, all of which arc considered necessitics of life now. It truly was a differ-
ent world then,

Beyond the material, there were the differences in society and culture.
Of course, when [ speak to schoolchildren today, [ am always a litdle startled
by the realization that almest two generations have now reached adulthood
in Alabama with no personal knowledge of “colored” water fountains, Jim
Crow public accommodations, racial restrictions on voting and jury scr-
vice, and so forth, This is not to say that all racial problems have been
solved, but simply to acknowledge that the South of today is light-years
from what it was in 1932,

The part of Alabama which extends from cast central Alabama, where
Macon County is located, on through Montgomery, Lowndes, Wilcox,

26
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Diallas, Sumeer, Greene, and Pickens countics to the Mississippi line, is
called “the Black Belt.” All of these counties have a majority black popula-
tion, and many people think the Black Belr is called that becausc of its
demographics. The name was actually bestowed by geologists because of
the area’s rich, dark soil composition. Nevertheless, while the dark soil was
cxceptionally fertile, its richness was realized largely through the labor of
dark Alabamians. Coincidentally, the name of my publisher, Black Bele
Press, is also derived from this region of Alabama which is well-known for
its distincrive geographic and socio-political characteristics. Because most
people outside Alabama associare “black belts” with martial arts, Black Bele
Press prints an explanatory statement (see page 4) in every book it pub-
lishes. This statement is a good summary of the culture of the place and
hints ar the socictal extremes—"it was and is a place of great beauty, of
extreme wealth and grinding poverty, of pain and joy"—which have existed
virtually since Alabama became a state in 1819

As a center of cotton culture, the Black Belt had a high African Ameri-
can population from the time the first European scttlers arnived, bringing
with them African slaves. Some of the richest land in Macon County had
been a part of the Creck Nation until the cessions of 1832, After the re-
moval of the Indians—another tragic cpisode in American history—plant-
crs and slaves pourcd into the arca. This was a result of the Indian Removal
Act of 1830, which authorized the President to negotiate with the Indian
tribes cast of the Mississippi River for the purchasc of their land. The
Choctaw, Creck, Tuskegee, Eufaula, Coosa, Alabama, Kowerta, Kashita, and
other Native American tribes and languages had been carly occupants of
what is now the State of Alabama. Ultimately, many Indians were 1solated
far from their fertile homelands on barren, barcly habitable land in various
desolate areas of the western United Srares.

Prosperity in Macon County did not last, however, because by 1850
the harsh agricultural practices of the time had “farmed out” some of the
best cropland. Between the agricultural decline and the upheaval of the
Civil War, Macon County actually lost population in the middle third of
the nincteenth century. Still, after emancipation, most of the former slaves
stayed in the arca and continued to till the soil as sharecroppers or tenant
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farmers or simply as hired laborers for the white landowners. By 1930,
Macon County’s population was 27,103, of which 22,320 were African
American. According to government statistics, the average income in Ma-
con County was only onc to two dollars a day. The 1940 census showed
that there were 5,205 farm dwelling units in the county, of which 4,500
were in need of major repairs, had no running water, no electricity, and no
toilet within the structure,

In other words, conditions were bad in Macon County in 1932, There
were only two incorporated towns, Tuskegee and Notasulga. The Grear
Dicpression had begun, and it was harder than ever to carn a living,

Racial Conditions in Alabama

Another very important clement which must be considered is the ra-
cial climarte in Alabama from 1932 to 1954, At thar time, in Alabama and
throughout the South, cverything was rigidly scgregated based on race. The
laws of the State of Alabama required the complete scparation of whites
and blacks in public accommaodations and in almost all other aspects of
life. The United States Supreme Court held in the case of Plessy 2 Ferguson
(1896) that the State of Louisiana could segregate passengers by race on
trains traveling in that State so long as the facilities were substantially equal.
This was the beginning of the doctrine of “scparate but equal,” though in
practice the result was separate but unequal because facilitics provided for
“coloreds” rarcly if ever were the same as those provided for whites. In 1938,
the Courr extended thar doctrine to education in the case of Gaines o
Canada, ex rel. We were thus plagued with “separate but equal” until May
17, 1954, On that day, the Supreme Court held in Brown . Board of Edu-
cation that scparate educational facilitics were inherently uncqual and that
the doctrine of “separate bur equal” had no place in the field of education.
However, when the Study started, segregation was the law of the land.

In addition, during the beginning and extending into the carly phase
of the Study, African Americans were still being lynched with sickening
regularity. The lives of African Americans in Alabama during that period of
time were not worth very much. It was during this time also that the infa-
mous Seotisboro Boys Case was making headlines in Alabama and across the
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nation, This is a case in which two white women accused several African
Americans of raping them in north Alabama. Ultimarely, in a trial which
legal cxperts have considered biased and based on suspect evidence, the
accused were convicted and given life sentences. Several died in prison;
one, late in life, was granted a pardon. The point is, that given the racial
conditions of the day, it was not difficult for the average white person in
Alabama to participate in the Study of untreated syphilis on African Ameri-

Can m<n.

Tuskegee Institute

Because of the existence of Tuskegee Institute, led by Booker T. Wash-
ington, there were a larger than average number of well-cducated, what
would now be called middle-class, African Americans living in Tuskegee.
Yer most of the African Americans in Macon County were not middle-class
professionals. Most were farmers, a few on their own land but usually on
land owned by the white minority. This was still a cotton culture, and cot-
ton culture throughout the Decp South was originally based on slavery and
then on tenancy and sharecropping, By the time the Tuskegee Syphilis Study
began in 1932, Professor George Washington Carver had already made
Tuskegee Institute even more famous by his scientific experiments in agri-
culture, particularly in developing many uscs for peanuts and sweet pota-
tocs. As Robert ]. Norrell writes in his book, Reaping the Whirlwind, about
Tuskegee's civil rights history, Carver's work had not yet changed the domi-

nant agrjculrural model in Macon County:

The Institute’s effores to improve farming practices ap parently
benefited black farmers in Macon County only marginally. Charles 5.
Johnson, the prominent sociologist at Fisk University, surveyed 612
black farm families in the county in the ea rJ}' 19505 and found chat
little had changed for the better for black farmers since the end of
slavery. Indeed, many things had gotten worse: Land ownership had
declined relentlessly. More and more black farmers had become share-
croppers, decpening their dependence on whire landlords; ninery per-

cent of those surveyed were tenants. They all told him the same thing:

Gray, Fred D.. Tuskegee Syphilis Study : The Real Story and Beyond.
Montgomery, AL, USA: NewSouth, Incorporated, 2002. p 29.
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/iupui/Doc?id=10039021&ppg=24

Copyright © 2002. NewSouth, Incorporated. All rights reserved.

May not be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher, except fair uses permitted under U.S. or applicable

copyright law.

http://site.ebrary.com.proxy2.ulib.iupui.edu/lib/iupui/docPrint.action?encr...

11/17/2011 6:04 PM



Tuskegee Syphilis Study : The Real Story and Beyond

25 of 60

30

removed from slavery was also pointed out by H. L. Mitchell, one of the
tounders of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union, in his autubiu:rgrap]‘h},’,

Mean Tﬁ:imgr Happening in This Land. He describes whar this life was like:

THE TUSKEGEE SYPHILIS STUDY

sharecropping allowed almost no room for blacks to improve them-
selves. “They manage to live on advances,” Johnson wrote, “ar by bor-
rowing for food and clothing and permitting their crop to be taken in
satisfaction of the debi.” For the black tenant, there was very little of
the independence that Booker Washington had envisioned. “When
you working on a white man’s place,” one man told Johnson, “you
have to do what he says, or treat, trade or travel.” The tenant system
belied the carlier faith in the curative power of education for blacks:
Johnson discovered that black men with more than an clementary
cducation were likely to quit farming altogether. The most successtul
renant Farmers were those with a bare minimum of education—the
ones literate enough to make the best of the situation, but not so well

educated as to view it as intolerable,

This was a brutal economic model. That sharccmppcrs were not far

For a sharecropper, the day started before dawn. The plantation
bell was the first sound he heard upon awakening. His wifc was soon
gerting a fire going in the cookstove. A cup of cheap coffee started che
day off. She put biscuits in the oven to be caten with molasses and fac
back meat by the adults. There was cornmeal mush for the young
ones. First the man would go o the plantation barn where the hostler
assigned a mule to him. He harnessed it and was in the corton field
before sun was up. The day’s work was well underway by sunrise, and
it didn't end until afrer sundown. The plantation riding boss would be
in the ficld supervising the croppers' work . .. In addition to secing to
it that each sharecropper was in the ficld and plowing his rows seraight.
the rider represented the law to both black and white sharecroppers
alike. He replaced the slave driver of pre-Civil War days. The emanci-
pation of the slaves put both black and white poor landless people o

sharecropping—a new form of slavery.
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Mormally the work on the cotton plantations was well underway
by March 1se. The land was first broken, then harrowed, and the rows
were laid out for planting the cottonseed by the time the frost was our
of the ground. March 1st was “Furnish Day,” when the company store
opened its doors to the sharecroppers to take on credit. Each family
was entitled to draw its groceries and other supplics. There was a credic
limir based on one dollar per month for cach acre in corvon the crop-
per was to cultivate and harvest that year. The “furnish” was allowed
only until the crops were laid by in July. Usually by abour the 4th of
July nearly all the work was done in the cotton fields, uneil picking
time in the fall.

Cotton planting started in April. A single-row cottonseed planter
was driven down each row in the field, dropping the seeds and lightly
covering them. In a couple of weeks, depending on the weather, the
cotton plants pushed through the soft crust of soil. When the plants
were firmly set and up to the right height. the sharecropper ok a
special plow to scrape the weeds and dirt away from his corton. Grear
shiill was required o scrape the cotton on cach side of the row, leaving
the planes still with a firm foundation. Then the sharecropper’s wife
and all children old enough to chop came to the felds with long-
handled hoes to thin the coton to a stand. As it was chopped and
thinned, the sharecropper used another plow to genily cover the row
withour destroying the plant.

The weeding of the cotton continued along with the plowing for
at least six weeks. Everyone who was old encugh to swing a hoe was
needed to keep the field clean of weeds. The sharecropper kept his
cultivaror and his mule going from daybreak to dark. There would be
a hurried meal in the middle of the day. Sometimes, if the work was
going well, everyone had a shart nap, resting on the shady side of the
house . . . If a family was caught up with the work on its own picce of
land, its members were often called upon to help other croppers who
had fallen behind. Also, the owner might havea dn}'-|:1|3cur crop, where
there was some cxtra work to be done. Usually there was a fixed wage

for such work, 75 cents a day for grown folks, 40 cents for the young
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ones. | often worked chopping cotton back in Tennessee for 50 cenes
a day when | was growing up. By the time | was fifteen 1 was paid a
mans wage . . . hewever, wages were seldom ever paid in cash. The
family was just given credic for its account ar the company store. Some-
times payment was made by printed pieces of paper to exchange for
goods at the company store. These slips showed that the bearer was
due the amount shown on the cover, and they came o be known as
“doadlum books," or “due books.” In some places they used pieces of
brass: 1€, 5¢, 10¢, 25¢, 50¢ and 81 picces, good only at the company
store. This moncy was known as “brozeenc.”

The prices at the company store were always much higher than
those charged by the fow small grocery store operators who managed
to survive in town. In addition to the higher prices thar the sharecrop-
pers had to pay for basics such as flour, meal, and the fat back mear
also called sowbelly, they were charged interest on the “furnish” they
received. Usually this was 10 percent per month, on each dollar. An
interest rate of 40 percent annually was considered normal . . .

Afeer the CrOp was laid by in _[uJ}-', there was no more work for the
sharecropper and his family until the last of September when the crop
was ready to harvest. Naturally, credit was cut off at the commissary.
It was a time for hunting, fishing, and going to “big mecting” where
hellfire and damnarion preachers held forth in the small churches of
the black folks, and in hastily erected “brush arbors” for the white
folks, which sheltered the sinners from the hot sun. All were there to
repent their sins. Sometimes a white evangelist would come along who
had his own tent. The plantation owners encouraged and often paid
the preachers something extra to conduct the big mecrings, so thar
field hands could hear their troubles blamed upon their sinful ways,
rather than on the cconomic conditions under which they lived. . .

About the middle of September when the cotton started to open,
the labor of every man. woman and child was needed in the harvest.
Black and white, old and young were all in the fields. Schools, where
they existed, always closed for “cotton picking time,” . . . The same

thing happened in the spring when schools were let our for “cotton
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chopping.” . . . Children didn't ger much learning anyway. As soon as

a boy became strong enough. he became a plowhand and a valuable

addition to the fami]y coonomic unit. Since p]awing was considered

man’s work, girls as a rule did not plow, so they gor a little more school-

ing than the ba}'ﬁ. Some Ejr]s even learned to read and write quite

well.

The obstacles to education, especially for African Americans, are stated
vividly by historian Rebert J. Norrell: “In 1934 the cxpenditure for cach
white ]Jupjl in Macon County was 565,18 and for each black student $6.58.

White teachers salaries averaged $867 in 1934, as compared with $348 for

bIECJ:‘ZS. %i.tc CJ.ESS cnrl:-llmcnt ave fE.ECCI. Wen E}"IWO STLICICHIS:. bJ.E.Ck S-E]'iODJ.S

had almost sixty pupils in cach class. County buses transported sixty per-

cent of the white students to school, but no black children. Nearly seventy-

five percent of black schools in the cou nty in 1934 had l:-nl}r one teacher.”

And all this was, Norrell said, despite the participation in Macon County

of the Rosenwald Fund. Julius Rosenwald was a white philanthropist from

Chicago who became interested in education in the rural South after ralk-

ing with Booker T. Washington. Rosenwald’s money helped build a num-

ber of black schools in the rural South, and the very first was in Macon

County. As we will see, Rosenwald's phi]anrhmp}' pla].rcd a role in the ini-

tiation of the Tuskegee Syphilis Study, wo.

H. L. Mitchell's dcscription of sh arccropping continues:

O some of the plantations, the sharecroppers were allowed o

L:m:p half of the money for which the seed was sold when their corton

was ginned. This was “cotton pickin’ money.” Somerimes black share-

croppers carrying their cotton to the gin to be baled were heard ro say:

“Git that white man’s cotton off my seed.”

After the crop was all about picked our, usually just before Christ-

mas, “settlement time” came. Sharecroppers would gather hopefully

at the p|:1nt;itin|1 commissary and the owner or his agent would call

each man into the office in turn. The verdict would be handled down

something like this: “Well, you had a good year. You raised owenty
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bales of cotton. We sold it for seven cenes a pound. that comes o §35
a bale, or a total of $700. Half of that is vours — $350. BUT you owe
F2000, plu:i interest of 380, on the furnish. You know we had to get the
doctor when your wife was sick. and we deducred the docror’s calls
and the medicines he gave, and then you bought some clothes for the
children, too. The amount due vou is 349500 At le=ast you got some
Christmas money.”

. .. OMten the crop was not too good. or the sharecropper’s ac-
count was over the amount the cotton brought when sold, and the
man would then start the next year still in debt. He could not leave
the plantation owing a debt. If he found a way to ger his things moved
at night, the law—usually the deputy sheriff—would be sent o hunt
the man down and force him and his family to rerurn. Sometimes a
man’s debt would be bought by another plantation owner, and the
sharecropper would start off in debt to the new owner. Sometimes a
planter to whom a sharecropper owed money would just pass out the
word that the sharecropper was unreliable, and no one would let him
have a place where he could make a crop. When that happened, his
only hope was to find part-time work as a wage laborer, but that wasa

downward step oo an Jgricultunsl waorker.

H. L. Mitchell was a white man, and his personal expericnces as a
sharccropper were in Arkansas and Tennessee. But he organized for the
Southern Tenant Farmer's Union in Alabama, o, and he gives a good
account of what it was like across the South in this time period. Mitchell’s
union, though handicapped by charges that it was Communist-inspired,
was a very interesting carly example of organizing across racial lincs, and
some of its leaders later became active participants in the civil rights move-
ment which developed in the forties and fiftics. Ned Cobb was an African
American farmer in the Notasulga arca of Macon County whosc involve-
ment with Mitchell's union led to a violent 1932 confronration with the
law that was memorialized in the cpic pocm “In Egypt Land” by the Ala-
bama poct John Beecher. From that poem, the author Ted Rosengarten
later tracked Cobb down and further popularized his life, as “Nate Shaw,”
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in the oral autobiography All God's Dangers. And Ralph Ellison describes
life in Macon County during this era in his classic novel, Ineisible Man.

For the purposc of examining the Tuskegee Syphilis Study, the point is
that the men who were chosen as participants for this study came out of the
cotton culture of the 1930s. They were for the most part very poor, not
well educated, worked very hard in a cruel cconomic situation, and were by
custom and social conditions accustomed to submitting to authority and
uniforms, whether that uniform was char of the law or the white coars and
dresses of doctors and nurses.

As for thosc doctors and nurscs, health carc in 1932 was largely inac-
cessible in Macon County. There were very few doctors in Macon County
and only two hospitals. Macon County Hospital was cxclusively used by
whites, and John A. Andrew Memorial Hospital was located on the cam-
pus of Tuskegee Institute. Andrew Memarial Hospital's primary purpose
was to provide health care for the students and officials of the College. It
was also the center for providing health care for the local African American
community, particularly for maternity patients, infant care, and treatment
for tuberculosis. Dir. Eugene Dibble and Dr. Thomas Campbell were the
only African American doctors in Macon County, and they were connected
with John A. Andrew Memorial Hospital.

Historian Robert ]. Norrell referred to sociologist Charles S. Johnson's
rescarch in Macon County. That rescarch was part of a study financed by
the Rosenwald Fund to study the extent of syphilis in the county. Norrell

Writcs:

Physicians working for the United States Public Health Service
discavered in 1930 that thirge-six percent of fourteen hundred black
men examined had the disease. They also found that health condi-
tions for rural blacks in Macon County were miserable generally. Their
diet consisted largely of salt pork, hominy grits, cornbread, and ma-
lasses; fresh mear, fresh vegerables, fruic, and milk were rarely included.
Malnutrition was chronic, and rht}r were afflicted b}' many dict-re-
lated illnesses. Most of the county's poor blacks could not afford medical

carc.
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[ have to point out that a similar su rvey would have found much the

same thing if it had examined the poorest whites in the county, two, for

their health conditions were nor much berrer. However, a greater propor-

tion of blacks were in these circumstances, and even the poorest whites did

not carry the additional burden of legalized segregation. Nevertheless, in

the thirties, most rural pcn-plc simpl},’ did not have medical care. Children

were born at home with cheir births assisted not |:|-].-r docrors but |:|].-r mid-

wives, Very few African Americans were treated by a doctor, and for African

American [11311:5. l'hc PCFECHIEECW&S cven l-:-wcr. [ am sure t]'iat Dﬂl}-’a ]'ial'ld.-'

ful of the 623 participants in the Tuskcgcc S}rphilis Experiment, prior to

being involved, had ever been treated by a physician. This was the state of

health care in Macon Cou ny at the time the men were selected to enter the

Experiment.
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Syphilis was a terrible discase. It still is, of course, but it is casily treated
today by a number of antibiotics. In 1932, that was not the case, and onc
can appreciate both the scientific zcal and the humanitarian instincts of
those who originated the Tuskegee Syphilis Study at a time when there was
no simple solution to what amounted to an epidemic among certain popu-
lation groups.*

Before beginning work on this case, 1, like most lay people, knew what
syphilis was, but | knew little of the particulars of the discasc. From the
documents in this casc and from talking with the medical professionals, 1
lcarned enough to cxplain that syphilis is caused by a bacterium, a spiro-
chete, that lives only in humans and is almost always transmitted from one
person to another by intimate sexual activity. However, congenital syphilis
can also result when an infected pregnant women passes the discase to her
developing baby, who can be born deaf, mentally retarded, blind, or with
other disorders.

Once the syphilis bacterium is inside a person's body, the discase devel-
ops through three stages.

First, within ten to ninety days after infection, a small red pimple will

*T'he information in this chapter is drawn largely from documents and information discov-
ered during the legal research for the court case filed in 1973,

37
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appear at the site of infection, usua]l}' on the gcnirals. This pimplc furns

into a sore which is called a chancre. There is usually no pain or soreness

and the victim may not even notice the chancre. In th'u'l:},' to Fort].-r da}rs. the

Ch-ﬂ NCIC SOCs away.

The secondary stage begins about a week later and lasts for several

weeks. The main visible sign is a rash that can appear, cspcciall}r on the

palms ar IZI'U.'. SDICS OF l'ht .FL‘CL Some PCOPLC C’J{PCTILCD'EC hair lDGS. FC"-’CF. opcn

ulcers, and headaches, while others have only very mild symptoms and

may not even notice them. Any open ulcers du ring this phasn: are cxrrcmcl},'

infecrious to others.

Between the second and third stages, there is a latent period which can

last for vears. During the la:cnc}q 5};]:]11'“5 can onl}f be detecred b}f a blood

test, Left untreated during this latent period, the third or late stage of the

discase can occur at any time for the rest of the victim's life.

In the late stage, the s;.rphilis bacterium atacks the ncumlogjcal and

cardiovascular systems of the body, damaging the heart, brain, and spinal

cord, but also the skin, bones, and other organs. Thevictim’s heart may fail,

I'lC or SI.'.I'.'. may CI.'.'.‘-"C'.DF JTLCDEE.I. i“J'ICSS. may go I:IJ.IDEI E.l'll:l.u'lﬂl' dCELE E.I'ld may

suffer paralysis, or other debilities. Although some people live to a ripe old

age Wl[h S}’]JI:IJ]IS am:| never I'lﬂ.‘-"f. SCWCIT 5},'m|:rmms. DtI'LC[S may ]:H.'.

dcva.statlngl}f ravagcu:l b},’ the discase. Persons with advanced syphi]is may

develop huge, encrusted ulcers on their skin, especially near their joints.

Alsa, their brains may be affected to the point that t]'iv:j.-r litcrall},' go stark

raving mad_ Thf ]'.'IEC ferium H]SD may a[tack l'h'.'. I:IlD'Dd \"ESS'EIS ar l'h'.'. h'.'.ﬂfl',

causing ancurysms that may burst, resulting in sudden death.

Afver Mr. Charlie Pollard came to see me in 1972 and | agn:v:cl to rep-
resent him in a lawsuit against those responsible for the Tuskegee Syphilis

Stud}n my staff and 1 bcgan to rescarch the 5rud}f's origins. As the case ex-

pandcd. we iDC]IJCICEl othcr TCSL‘.'E.IC]'IC['S- EI.I'lI:l l'hf STE[H:‘S D-.F OLr A550C1a l'CI:l COLn-

sels. Because the study had existed for so long, many of the original docu-

ments were filed away in ]ong-i:orgotl:cn archives, Gradual]}f. the derails

L'.JTLCESCEL

As mentioned in the previous chapter, the study began as a project of
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the Julius Rosenwald Fund, which took an active interest in both educa-
tion and health care for African Americans in the rural South. Julius
Roscnwald was a Jewish philanthropist who had helped build the Sears and
Rocbuck Company mail order business. He became a patron of Booker T.
Washington and the Tuskegee Institute and also financed the construction
of a large number of schools in parts of the South where state support for
the cducation of African Americans was weak to non-existent; the very first
of those schools was built in Macon County. Rosenwald's foundation sought
to improve race relations in gencral as well as the specific health and social
problems facing African Americans in the Southern states.

A large-scale public effort to combat venereal discase, including syphi-
lis, had been underway in the ULS, since World War [, but in rural arcas
vast numbers of poor people were still unable to obtain any treatment. In
Alabama, for example, some fourteen free clinics operated by the State Board
of Health were treating ten thousand indigent patents by 1930, Yot most
of these were in urban arcas. In rural arcas, the public health service gave
private doctors frec drugs for treatment of indigents, but the physicians
were allowed to charge a two-dollar fec and many of the poorest paticnts
could not afford thar amount.

The Rosenwald Fund, meanwhile, sought an alliance with the U5,
Public Health Service (PHS) to expand medical services to the poorest Af-
rican American arcas of the South, In addition to its work in education and
social services, the Fund was helping to build hospitals and clinics and was
also promoting the hiring of African American nurses and doctors and the
training and hiring of African American public health personnel. To over-
see this worl, Dr. Michael M, Davis was named medical director of the
Rosenwald Fund. In 1929, Davis went to the surgeon general of the ULS.
Public Health Service to ask for assignment of a PHS adviser to the
Rosenwald medical effores in the Souch. D, Taliaterro Clark, then head of
the Public Health Service’s Vencreal Discase Division, a Virginian who had
been with the Public Health Service since 1893, was given this assignment
by then Surgeon General Dr. Hugh 5. Cumming.

Afeer appointing Clark as the Roscnwald adviser, Cumming then asked

Dravis for a Rosenwald grant to provide follow-up treatment for those found
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to be infected with syphilis in a testing program the PHS had just com-
pleted in Bolivar County, Mississippi. Approximately a fourth of the two
thousand African Americans employed there by the Delta Pine and Land
Company were infected.

Davis agreed to pay for a one-year program of treatments, provided
that at lcast one African American nurse would be hired for the project.
Thus the PHS was able to make a demonstration treatment program out of
its survey project in Mississippi. The success of this effort led PHS officials
to ask the Rosenwald Fund to help sct up similar projects in other states.
The Funds dircctors subscquently appropriated fifty thousand dollars to
be spent during 1930 for syphilis treatment demonstrations in six counties
in Alabama, Virginia, Tennessee, Mississippi, North Carolina, and Geor-
gia. The Alabama project was to be in Macon Couney.

Meanwhile, medical interest in syphilis in the carly decades of the twen-
ticth century was not limited to the South or even to the United States.
Syphilis had been a serious health problem around the world for centuries.
There was considerable rescarch on syphilis throughout the world in the
late nincteenth and carly twenticth century as medical and scientific tech-
nology improved. The discovery of the causes and sometimes the cures of
other discases led medical professionals to hope a cure could be found for
syphilis, too. The spirochete that actually causcs the discasc was isolated by
two (erman scientists in 1903, and the Wasserman blood rests for derec-
tion of syphilis came along two years later. However, it would be another
thirty-five years before the discovery of penicillin produced a reliable, cffec-
tive cure.

During our legal investigation of the Tuskegee experiment, we found a
document, “An Introduction to the Tuskegee Study,” written in 1964 by
R. A. Vonderlehr, M.IV., for a venereal disease conference. This paper dis-
cusses some of the carly rescarch, beginning with a Norwegian study of
2,200 syphilis patients between 1891 and 1910, At the time, the only known
treatment involved injections of arsenic-type drugs, which was not always
ctfective and often caused scrious side cffects. The doctor doing the Nor-
wegian study belicved the patient’s own immune system would be more
effective. So he hospitalized these patients until their lesions healed but he

Gray, Fred D.. Tuskegee Syphilis Study : The Real Story and Beyond.
Montgomery, AL, USA: NewSouth, Incorporated, 2002. p 40.
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/iupui/Doc ?id=10039021&ppg=35

Copyright © 2002. NewSouth, Incorporated. All rights reserved.

May not be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher, except fair uses permitted under U.S. or applicable

copyright law.

http://site.ebrary.com.proxy2.ulib.iupui.edu/lib/iupui/docPrint.action?encr...

11/17/2011 6:04 PM



Tuskegee Syphilis Study : The Real Story and Beyond

36 of 60

FRED [n. GRAY 41

did not treat them. Then, in 1928, the original doctor’s assistant, Dr. E.
Bruusgaard, reported on the fate of these patients during the fifteen to
forty years since they had been infected. He found that of every *hundred
paticnts with untreared syphilis, ten would develop neurosyphilis, thirteen
cardiovascular syphilis, and ewelve benign late syphilis, but that sixty-four
would pass through life apparently unharmed. Furthermore, in twenty-
cight of the sixty-four, ‘spontancous curc’ would occur.”

According to Vonderlehr, Bruusgaard's findings were considered sus-
pect for various reasons of methodology, principally thar he had obtained
follow-up information on only 22 pereent of the original 2,200 paticnts.
Nevertheless, his report was received with great interest by syphilis special-
ists around the globe, During the years 1928-1930, the Health Section of
the League of Nations—the forcrunner of today’s United Nations—con-
ducted a survey, out of which a group of leading syphilologists of the day
standardized a procedure for the treatment of carly syphilis in the United
States. Vonderlehr described both that treatment and the beginnings of the
Tuskegee Syphilis Study:

In general, this [standardized procedure] consisted of weekly in-
jections of an arsenical and bismuth administered in aleernating courses
for a period of 70 wecks. For comparative purpaoses in evaluaring the
efficacy of this treatment, a group of uncreated syphilitics was desir-
able. Although the Bruusgaard study had just been published, these
data did not seem applicable to the situation in the United Seates. A
large percentage of our infected population was Negro and with even
our limited knowledge of that time we were aware that in this group
syphilis more frequently atracks the cardiovascular than the cenral
nervous systems. We were also aware that although cardiovascular con-
ditions could casily be detected their etiology could rarcly be deter-
mined prior to autopsy.

Berween 1929 and 1931 the Public Health Service in coopera-
tion with local health departments and the Julivs Rosenwald Fund
had surveved six rural arcas in the South. The highest prevalence of

syphilis (398 per 1,000) was found in Macon County, Alabama. OFf
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the 1400 cases admited to treatment during the survey, only 33 had
ever had previous antisyphilitic therapy and the average for these 33

was less than 5 arsenical injecrions,

The large number of syphilis cases in Macon County, and the fact so
few of the cases had received any treatment, was to play a crucial role in the
creation of the Tuskegee Syphilis Study.

The Rosenwald/Public Health Service projects during 1930-31 were
almost too successful. Approximately forty thousand persons were tested
for syphilis in the six countics surveyed, and 25 percent were found to be
infected. The infection rates ranged from a low of 7 percent in Albemarle
County, Virginia, to a high of 36 percent in Macon County. Everyone
involved realized they had documented a problem of cnormous dimen-
sions, and solving it would take both public money and public resolve.
However, as the Great Depression decpened, there was less rather than more
moncy available from both government and philanthropy to address the
problem. The Rosenwald Fund dircctors, hamstrung by the declining value
of the Fund's assets in the stock market, voted in the Spring of 1932 to end
the syphilis treatment program.

However, as Dr. Vonderlchr indicates above, even if no funding was
available for an ongoing treatment program, the very fact that there was so
much untreated syphilis in Macon County offered the opportunity for a
study of a different sort.

The idea for an obscrvation study of the effects of untreared syphilis in
Macon County may have originated with Dr. Taliaferro Clark, who was
responsible for writing the report summarizing the Rosenwald surveys, or
it may have come from some of the young white doctors who had worked
on the project in Macon County. In any case, Dr. Clark became the high-
level advocate necessary to create the Tuskegee Study of Untreated Syphilis
in the Negro Male.

All the ingredients were there. The county had a high African Ameri-
can population (82 percent). The Rosenwald demonstration programs had
shown the residents of Macon County to have the highest incidence of
syphilis among the six counties surveyed in 1930-31. Virtually none of the
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cascs of syphilis among the rural population had been treated. Thus, case
acquisition, which required mass screening, could be done most cheaply
here. In Tuskegee Institute’s John AL Andrew Memeorial Hospital, there was
a facility where physical cxaminations, X-rays, and spinal taps could be
made. PHS officials felt that the African American medical professionals
associated with the Andrew Hospital were already known in the commu-
nity and would help to reassure the African American subjects of the obscr-
varion.

If there were no funds to treat the syphilis problem in Macon County,
at lcast a scicntific experiment might be a way to learn something from i,
Dre. Clark reasoned. The study he proposed was not originally planned as a
long-term obscrvation of syphilitics. Clark’s original design was for an ob-
scrvation project of only six to cight months. The goal was to assess the
extent of medical deterioration, correlated against the duration of infec-
tion, among a group of untreated syphilitics. That group was to be locared
by mass screening a larger population using Wassermann tests. Like many
public health surveys it was not single-purposed. Instead, the information
gained would have helped answer a number of open questions of grear
interest. First, studies by Americans leading syphilologist, Dr. J. E. Moore
of Johns Hopkins, had shown that 80 percent of syphilitics would suffer
active late lesions. However, the Bruusgaard study cited by Vonderlchr in-
dicated that only 37 percent of those infected had developed active late
lesions. Those paticnts had been left untreated by a doctor whe doubted
the cfficacy of heavy metal treatments. If Bruusgaard was right, a 37 per-
cent complication rate was interesting and might warrant questioning the
benefit as opposed to the risk, of then current arsenical treatments.

Second, the venereal discase professionals of that cra, like many medi-
cal researchers before and since, believed that government ar all levels, and
the public, misunderstood how important and deserving of support was
their rescarch. Reticence about discussing sexual matters, coupled with the
high incidence of venereal discase among the poor, accounted for public
indifference to what the doctors deemed, properly, onc of the nation's ma-
jor public health problems. If the truc extent of the damage syphilis causcs
could be shown, the money for public health treatment efforts might mate-
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rialize despite the Depression’s onsct. Third, poorly done studics of syphilis
in African Americans showed the disease led to different complications than
for Caucasians: African Americans endured much more hearr disease, and
considerably less parctic neurosyphilis. A properly conducred study could
provide data on the incidence of the various types of late syphilitic compli-
cations among African Americans. The Bruusgaard study had involved only
white Norwegians; the Rosenwald surveys promised a method of getting
comparative data on black Americans.

Males were chosen for the survey because their sex argans arc external.
Males are much more likely than females to notice syphilitic chancres, and
are therefore more likely to give an accurate medical history concerning the
date of infection.

This was the Study plan. It was thought ourt from the scientific per-
spective, although its central premise, that reasonably accurate date-of-in-
fection data could be obtained from the subjects, was known to be dubious
at best. Otherwise, the Study was well designed to vield useful information.
[ts implementation was a disaster because almost no thought was given to
the people who were to become its victims.

From the start the program was based upon making Macon County
African Americans believe that this was another public health treatment
program. The Roscnwald Foundation's carlier efforts had been enormously
successful and had created a deep reservoir of good will among the local
farmers and laborers. The Rosenwald files at Fisk University contain hun-
dreds of appreciative letters and interview reports from Macon County
residents.

This good will was systematically cxploited in a manner perhaps never
fully understood by the responsible government agencics. For example, Dr.
Clark wrote that Macen County’s high prevalence of untreated syphilis was
a “rcady-made situation, if | may be permitted to use this phrase,” but “in
order o sccure the cooperation of planters in this section it was necessary
to carry on this study under the guise of a demonstration and provide treat-
ment for those cases uncovered found to be in need of trearment.” Thar
coursc, pretending that this was another Rosenwald-type demonstration
and treatment program, was necessary not only to get the cooperation of
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the white planters, burt also of the local African Americans.

From the beginning, the white doctors and public health officials in-
volved knew that they were misleading the African American test subjects
about the truc purposc of their cfforts in Macon County. Their correspon-
dence and reports reveal that they knew they had to pretend to provide
treatment in order to sccure the participation of the African Americans to
be tested, vet they had to withbeld treatment in order to achicve their study
results. As we shall see, they failed on both counts.

In the carly fall of 1932, Dr. Clark traveled to Alabama to make prepa-
rations for the cxperiment. He met with several groups whose cooperation
he felt was essential to the success of the program.

One group was the Alabama Board of Health and its dirccror, starc
health officer D J. N. Baker. Jim Jones, who assisted my legal team in
rescarching the case, later wrote in his book Bad Blood that “Dr. Baker
cxtracted an important concession from Dr. Clark in exchange for his ap-
proval and cooperation: Everyone examined and found to be syphilitic would
have to be treated. How much treatment was the problem. Since Dr. Clark
planned to finish the study within six to cight months, it would have been
pointless for D Baker to have insisted upon the full program of treatment
necessary to cure syphilis. That required more than a year to complete.”
According to Jones, the understanding reached between Clark and Baker
required “every paticnt who was examined and found to have syphilis, in-
cluding those who were selected for the study, was supposed to receive
cight doses of ncoarsphenamine and some additional treatment with mer-
cury pills, unless treatment with either drug was contraindicated on medi-
cal grounds.”

Jones speculates thar Dr. Baker had two primary motivations. First,
giving at least minimal treatment for the Macon County syphilitics was the
medically humane thing to do and, while it might not cure them, it would
make them less contagious to others. Sccond, Dr. Baker knew that the
“Rosenwald Funds syphilis control demonstration had increased public
awarcncss of what a menace the discase posed in the arca. Dr. Baker may
have reasoned that white employers would not cooperate unless the physi-
cians offered some relief.”
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The support of whire p]anrcrs in Macon County was ﬂ’idtl‘ltl}? consid-

ered important for getting out the word to the potential African American

test subjccrs, bur Clark did not meer with the planl:crs on his Scptcmbcr

t[ip. T]'ia[ Was LCZF[ o Tht I_J[Djtfl' staFF Once Tht WGII{ Wk ac l'l.lElll].-" undcm‘a}r_

Also key was to obrtain the cooperation of Tuskegee Institute and the
African American doctors at the Institute’s Andrew Hospital. Both Dr. Eu-
gene H. Dibble, the Medical Dircctor of the hospital, and Dir. Roberr R.
Moton, the President of the Institute, permitted the government to use the
facilitics of the hospital for the Study. The PHS correspondence files indi-
cate that surgeon general Hugh Cumming himself appealed for Dr. Moton's

support, stressing the value to be gained from the research and the necessity

of having the assistance of the doctors at Andrew Memorial Hmpiral.

A final group needing to be solicited for approval was the private phy-

sicians in the county. At that time, there were nine white and one African

American p]‘i}fsicians in private practice. ﬁccording to PHS files, D D, C.

Gill, director of the state Bureau of Preventable Diseases, met on behalf of
the PHS with the members of the Macon County Board of Health, the

local medical association (in this period of segregation, the sole African

American physician in the county was not allowed to be a member of the

association). Gill explained the project to the association and the private

I:lDCtDrE Elg[ftd [0 S-LIPFHJ['[ it

Meanwhile, Dr. Raymond Vonderlchr had been named by Clark as the
Public Health Service afficer who would actually be in charge of the Study.
Like Clark, Vonderlchr was a Southerner (Virginia). He was in his mid-
thirries ar the time and had been with the PHS for a little less than a de-
cade. He was well-respected by Clark and his other superiors and had an

cxtensive backgmund in sy'philnlug}', inc]uding cardiovascular 5}’13]1“]'5.

Joining Vonderlehr to help launch the project was Dr. O. C. Wenger,
the Direcror of the PHS Venercal Discase Clinic in Arkansas, Wenger had
supervised the 1929 surveys in Mississippi that led to the Rosenwald sur-

veys the next year, and he had accompanied Clark to Alabama in Septem-
ber 1932 to sccure the cooperation of the Alabama Board of Health and
Tuskegee Institute. He was certainly familiar with the goals of the project
and well-qualified for the field work that was about to begin.
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The PHS officials were interested in hiring an African American nursc
for the project. Dr. Dibble recommended Eunice Rivers, who at thar time
was a supervisor of night nurses at Andrew Memorial Hospital. More than
any other single person, Nurse Rivers was to personify the Tuskegee Syphi-
lis Study to the six hundred men who became involved in it. For the pur-
posc of the study, Nurse Rivers was assigned asa scientific assistant to Vene-
rcal Discase Program of the Macon County Health Department.

In any event, by October 1932, the ULS. Public Health Service, with
the cooperation of public health agencics in Alabama, and the apparent
approval of the local, state, and national medical establishments for treat-
ment of venercal discase, was ready to embark upon a program which would
not treat syphilis in African American males, in order to observe the cffects
of untreated syphilis. Thus the Tuskegee Syphilis Study was launched. It

was to continue for forty years.
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The Study, 1932-1972

The first phase of the Tuskegee Syphilis Study was the initial planned pe-
riod of 1932-33, which was intended to collecr a grear deal of medical data
about a group of men who had had syphilis for at least five years and had
not been treated for it. Through blood work, spinal taps, physical examina-
tions, and case histories of these infected men, Dr. Taliaferro Clark ex-
pected to gain valuable information for future syphilis treatment programs.

The sccond phase of the study began in 1933 when PHS officials most
dirccely involved began to argue that the study should be extended indchi-
nitely to sce what clse could be learned from its subjects. This argument
required a rationalization that the minimal amount of treatment that had
been necessary to win the cooperation of Alabama State Health Officer D
J. N. Baker in the first phase had not “contaminated” the study for the
purposc of a longterm study of “untreated” syphilis. A control group of
non-syphilitic men was also added during this period. Perhaps most sig-
nificant, penicillin was discovered during this period but was withheld from
the Study participants.

The third and final phasc of the study began in the mid-1960s. The
Study was by then three decades old, and it had evolved into virtually a
tradition within the Public Health Service. However, a new generation of
doctors was now involved, and it was a new cra with a corresponding new
awarencss or cven uncasiness of racial artitudes and civil rights activities.

48
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While seill not din:v::]].r confmnting the moral issues involved in the Tuske-

gee Syphilis Study, there was a growing sense that the original purpose of

the experiment could no lnngcr be defended as pmviding mcanjngfu] in-

sights toward the future prevention and trearment of 5}'phi|is. The PHS

officials in charge during the 1960s were having to evaluate ending the

program or shiﬁ'ing its focus toa lungtcrm srud].-r ofaging. Meither solution
addressed the pmblcm of whar to do with the men whose health had been

compromised for all those years by denying them treatment.

Let us examine how the Scud}r acrua]l}f l:-pcratcd during these three

PI'I.ELSCS.

Phase One: October 1932 to June 1933

In October 1932, word spread throughout Macon County that the
“government doctors’ who had provided free exams in 1930 were return-

ing to start a new health program. MNotices from Dr. Murray Smitch and

Nurse Eunice Rivers of the Macon County Health Department were circu-

lated thmug]‘mut the county b].-r mail and at churches and schools. Dr. Smich

was not yer worl{_ing dirccrl},' for the Stud}r project, burt it was conducred

under the auspices of the county health department and Nurse Rivers was

a.ssigncd to that dcparrmcnt. These notices, inciu:lcnrall}r. were the bcgin-

ning of four decades of -:lv:ccpl:ion practicv:d on the six hundred African

American males who were ultimately recruited for the Tuskegee Syphilis

Stud}f.

The first gual was to test cnough patients to get a 500:‘1 srud}f group. [t

had been determined that about four hundred infected males, twenty-five

vears or older, who had had syphilis for at least five years, would be needed
fora s«cicnriﬁcall}' valid stucl].r. The Rosenwald survey in 1930 had tested
3,684 African Americans of all ages and both sexes and had found 1,468

cascs of s:.rphi]is_ In 1932, a toral of 4,400 men and women over cightccn

vears was tested, resulting in 990 positive cases. Of the overall test subjects,

a total of 1,782 were males aged twenty-five and over, and of these 472

tested positive for 5}rphi]is. Afrer further qualiﬁ'ing, 408 men with latent

s].']J]'iilis were selecred for the Tuskcg:c S]r'philis Stud];.

That was the goal and the methodology of the officials in charge of the
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program. From the point of view of the men involved, the goal was 1o
obtain free health care, of which the first step was to take a blood test.
Dioctors and nurses administering the health program rold the participants
various things after blood tests were taken. Some of the participants were
told they had “bad blood,” however, they did not know what bad bload
meant at that time. Others were told nothing. None was ever told he had
syphilis. Most knew nothing about syphilis. They were not told they were
involved in a study. They never gave or were even asked to give written
CONscnt,

Jim Jones notes in Bad Blood that to satisfy the condition of ar lcast
minimal treatment required by state health officer Dr. J. N. Baker, “syphi-
litics not included in the study had to be treated immediately after their
diagnosis was confirmed, while syphilitics who were brought into the study
could have their treatment deferred until after they were examined. Onee
the examinations were completed, however, they roo had to be given treat-
ment.”

The actual ficld work in the fall of 1932 was conducted by Drs.
Vonderlchr and Wenger with the assistance of Nurse Rivers and occasion-
ally African American medical students or interns from Tuskegee Institute.

There was no problem obtaining blood tests. According to testimony
given by Nurse Rivers in 1974, notice was given in churches, schools, through
the county extension service, in stores, and generally spread by word of
mouth. The notices listed the dares when the docrors would be at different
locations, and a crowd would always be waiting. Some of the screening
locations were in schools or churches; others were outdoors under shade
trees. Murse Rivers said she believed people showed up cagerly—cven i, in
some cascs, they didn't know what a blood test was—because the screen-
ings were something different in the routine of their daily lives, and out of
the hope of receiving any kind of medical attention.

At the screening locations, Dir. Wenger, on loan to the project, took the
blood samples, assisted by an intern from Andrew Hospital if one was avail-
able. D, Vonderlchr also took blood samples until enough positive results
were obtained so that he could begin the physical cxaminations. This was
the process: blood would be drawn and sent to the state health lab in Mont-
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FOMmCry. ]Fthf st suij:cr Was malc E.J'Id TWCI'LT}’-' ﬁvc vears Dld ar OI.I:lCL a

positive report for syphilis generated a notice for that person to come back

tor a second test. A second positive test Ecncratcu:l a notice for the person to

come in fora ph }rsit:a] examination, which was conducred |:|-].-r Dr. Vonderlehr

at the Andrew Memorial Hospirtal.

Murse Rivers tran.spu:rrrcu:l the men, two ar a tme, in her car o the

hmpiral. Dr. Vonderlehr conducted two examinations in the morning, and

two in the afternoon. The exams were thorough, including chest X-rays

and c]ccrm-cardiograms. He took detailed medical histories which further

SCTC\EI'[L‘d out tI'lDSC WhD hﬂd bCCD P[‘CVILDIJS]}’ Ertﬂl'fl:l FDI!' S}'Fhl]l.i ar WI'LDGE

infections were less than five years old.

Again, said Nurse Rivers, the prospect -:d:m:}l medical treatment com-

bined with the novelty of the expericnce was enough inducement to get the

men to come in for the physicals. She said, “In the carly days, the people

cnjl:r].-rcd the trip. [t was a trip to town anda trip to Tuskcgc: Institure, Thcj.-r

would come up and spend the day, two of them would get examined this

morning and while those were getring examined, me any my budd}' would

go o town or g0 on thf campus Lo sec T'LISI{CECC Instituee I:H.'.EE.'LISE []'I'.'.[C

were many that had not been ro Tuskegee, even though they lived in Ma-

con County. So chc}f alwa}fs looked forward to coming to Tuskcg:c and

" L ]
sccing us EI'LC[".'..

Such comments indicate both the isolation of the rural participants in

the Stud}r and the p]‘i}fsical obstacles which faced Murse Rivers in her j::-|:| of

kccping in touch with the men and transporeing them in the car]].-r years. In

1932, Macon County had only ninety-seven miles of paved roads, and the

majority of those miles were on U5, H'Lghwa].-r 80 which ran thmugh the

county. During wet weather, the dirt roads turned inwe giant mudhaoles

which made driving difficulr if not impossible.

The screening and qualif}ring exams continued th[‘CrL'IE]'i the fall. By

this time the agreement exacred b]r' the stare health officer for minimal

treatment was placing an increasing demand on the project. A half-dozen

clinics were opcncd in Macon County to trear s:.rphilil:ic patients, and Dr.

Murray Smith transferred from his ju:r|:| with the county health dcparrmcnt

to direct the clinics.
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Although the treatment given in these clinics was indeed minimal, Dr.
Vonderlehr felt the treatments had to be continued until the study was
completed. In handwritten letters in January 1933, he wrote to D Clark
in Washington, “Clur experiment cannot be carried out without treatments”
and “It is my desire to keep the main purpose of the work from the Negroes
in the county and continue their interest in treatment.” That latter com-
ment was another cxample of the deliberate intention to keep from the
general public as well as the Study participants the fact that the purpose of
the Study was to sfserve the cffects of untreated syphilis.

However, the increasing cost of providing treatment and medical con-
sultation to non-study participants led Vonderlehr to abandon churches
and other communiry-based locations for screenings. This was due pardly
to the fact that women as well as men were showing up at the screening
locations. Instead, the initial blood test screenings began to be taken from
African American men who gathered at local Diepression-cra work projects
and other such locations where few or no women would be present.

The screening, cxamining, and sclecting of syphilitics continued into
the Spring of 1933. In April and May, as the project ncared the end of its
work, it was time for the most difficult part of the medical process: the
sampling of spinal cord fluid from “lumbar shots.” This was a difficult and
dangerous procedure, and Vonderlchr deliberately had postponed it to the
end because he feared that once the spinal taps were carried out, many of
the participants might quit the Study.

He was notwrong in his cstimation of how the shots would be received
by the men. According to Nurse Rivers, “The patient was placed on the
tablc and bent over like this and the doctor inscreed the needle in the spine
and drew the fluid. It was a very, very crucl thing to do . . . very painful.”

The purpose of the spinal taps was to allow the doctors w identify
signs of ncurasyphilis. Up to this point, the physical examinations had shown
cardiovascular cffects of syphilis, but virrually no cffects on the central ner-
vous system. If such symptoms were present, the spinal column fluid would
show them.

The spinal taps were donc with a three-inch needle insereed directly

into the lumbar region of the spine. In the folklore of the Tuskegee Syphilis
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Study that built up over the years within the Public Health Service, this
process came to be known as “Vonderlehr's golden needle treatment.” There
can be lictle doubr that the spinal taps were extremely hard on the men. In
later years Nurse Rivers spent a grear deal of time reassuring the partici-
pants that no further spinal taps would be taken from them and thar any
present ailments they were having could not be blamed an the procedure.

According to Jim Jones in Bad Blood, Vonderlehr anticipated the effect
on the project if word spread in the community about the spinal raps be-
fore they were completed on all the men. “Dr. Vonderlchr decided on a
policy of bald deceit. He planned to assemble the men ar the various ficld
clinics and then transport them by automobile at the rate of twenty a day
to Andrew Hospital, where the spinal taps would be performed and the
men would be kept avernight for abscrvation in case of adverse reactions.”

That is how the taps were carried out during April and May 1933, Dr.
Wenger was recalled from Washington to assist with the process, and the
involvement of participants was encouraged further with a special letter
giving the time and place cach man was to meet Nurse Rivers for transpor-
tation to Tuskegee. “Remember, this is your last chance for special frec
treatment,” Yonderlehr's letter proclaimed.

The fluid from the spinal taps was sent to government laboratorics for
analysis. That should have concluded the ficld rescarch part of the Tuskegee
Syphilis Study. However, Dr. Vonderlchr was not ready for the project to
end. On April 8, 1933, he wrote to Dr. Clark:

For some time | have been thinking of an aspect of the study of
untreated syphilis being conducted here, which may not have occurred
to vou. | do not submit this idea with the desire that it even be consid-
ered a suggestion but rather chat you keep it in mind unzil T return o
my wark in Washington.

A the end of this project we shall have a considerable number of
cases presenting various complications of syphilis, who have received
only mercury and may still be considered untreated in the modern
scnse of therapy. Should these cases be followed over a period from

five to ten vears many interesting facts can be learned regarding the
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P'HS venereal disease section in Arkansas; Dr. Murray Smith went back o
the county health department; and Nurse Rivers began cleaning up and
closing the files. However, in June Dr. Taliaferro Clark retired, and Dr.

Vonderlehr was named Acting Direcror of the PHS Division of Venereal

THE TUSKEGEE SYPHILIS STUDY

course and complicarions of untreated syphilis. The longevity of these
syphilitics could be ascertained, and if properly administered I believe
that many micrapsics could be arranged through the hospital at the
Institure with the cooperation of the National Institute of Health. A
part time social worker should be able to see the cases as often as
necessary and the whole scheme could be supervised by one of our
officers occasionally. Undoubtedly other interesting points for study
could be worked out should this follow-up work be considered seri-

ously. . . . It scems a pity to me to lose such an unusual opportunicy.

Vonderlehr returned to Washington in June; Wenger returned to the

Discascs. On July 18, Vonderlehr wrote to Wenger:

Dyear Diac:

Dwring the pase & weeks [ have been busily engaged in reviewing
the literature in connection with our recent study of untreated syphi-
lis in Alabama. I have also discussed the marter with a number of the
officers here in Washingron and evervone is agreed chat the proper
procedure is the continuance of the observation of the Megro men
used in the study with the idea of evenrually bringing them to au-
topsy. | realize thar chis may be impracticable in connection with some
of the younger cases, but those more advanced in age with serious
complications of the viral organs should have to be followed for only
a period of a few years.

... T have reason to belicve that this program will be approved by
the Surgeon General. [ am taking this matter up wich you primarily o
ascertain whether or not vou have any member of your staff whose
services could be dispensed without serious harm to the work ar Hor
Springs.

. . - Briefly my plan in Tuskegee is to obtain the cooperation of
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the State and local health departments and, most importane of all, the
Tuskegee Institute Hospital. Doctor Dibble would probably accepr
the appointment of Acting Assistant Surgeon ar 31 per annum and
act in an advisory capacity as far as the nurse was concerned. As you
know, the nurse I plan to use is the previous one employed during the
untreated s}'phi“s project lase winter, and 1 feel thar we could employ
her on a two-thirds basis, having her furnish transportation, for 31,000
a vear. | believe that $200 per annum additional would furnish inci-

dental needs, such as small amounts of medicines, et certera.

The Study thus moved into a new phase, one that was to continue far
beyond Vonderlchr's estimated “five to ten years” of additional obscrvation
and that, as we shall sce, would bring into sharp focus in later years the
issucs of morality and medical ethics.

Phase Two: June 1933 to 1965

With the help of Surgeon General Cumming, Dr. Vonderlehr con-
vinced Tuskegee Institute and its Andrew Memorial Hospital, the Tuskegee
Veterans Administration Hospital, the Macon County Health Department,
and the Alabama Board of Health to support the extended cxperiment. By
Ovctober, Nurse Rivers was back on the Public Health Service payroll, sull
assigned to the Macon County Health Department, and working part-
time on the Study. She also worked part-time in the Andrew Memaorial
Hospital in cxchange for room and board at Tuskegee Institute.

The two most important immediate changes to the study were the
addition of a control group of non-syphilitics and the plan to follow at least
the older participants unil they died, ar which point autopsics would be
performed so that direct clinical observation of the effects of the discase
could be determined.

Dr. John Heller, who had joined the Public Health Service Division of
Venereal Diseases abour 1931, was appointed by Vonderlehr as the health
officer to sclect and cxamine the control group. Dr. Heller had gone to
medical school at Emory University, where he had been a classmate of Macon

County health officer Dr. Murray Smith. Interestingly, Heller, originally
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from South Carolina, was, like Clark and Vonderlehr, another Southerner.

The control group of two hundred men similar in age and socioeco-
nomic status to the four hundred syphilitics was sclected from the men
who had tested negative the previous fall. Again, these men were cager to
receive “free” medical attention from “government doctors.” During No-
vember and December 1933, and again in February and March, Dr. Heller
performed blood tests and physical examinations until he had two hundred
controls,

Arranging for the autopsics was more complicated and involved the
claborate social code of segregared Alabama. Vonderlchr and Heller sought
the cooperation of all local and state officials who were involved in any way
with issuing death certificares. They also wanted the cooperation of local
physicians who might be called on to treat Study participants who were
critically ill. To this end, Vonderlehr and Heller met with the medical soci-
ctics of Macon and neighboring countics. The doctors in these socictics
were all white. In confidence, Vonderlehr told them the purpose of the
Study and gave them lists of the participants.

Bringing the local white doctors into the project not only assured their
cooperation with respect to reporting critical illnesses and deaths for the
purposcs of arranging autopsics, but it also put the Study participants on
lists which kept them from inadvertently recciving trearment for syphilis,

The problem was to obtain autopsics on paticnts who commonly died
without benefit of terminal medical care. The initial solution, having local
doctors route hopelessly ill paticnts to Tuskegee for “free hospitalization,”
was a failure. Although both groups, syphilitics and controls, had received
government letters telling them that free hospitalization would be provided
in casc of serious illness, most deaths occurred ar home, and many subjects
were buried without autopsies.

Then, in 1935, a burial insurance scheme was developed with the co-
operation of the Milbank Memorial Fund, a New York foundation which
supported medical research. Milbank provided a grant to allow payment of
a fee (initially fifty dollars) for cach autopsy. The fec was to be split between
the doctor doing the autopsy and the family of the deccased. Nurse Rivers

would offer burial insurance payment in exchange for the participants’ fami-
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lies' cooperation with the auropsies. It was the unl}r insurance most of them

would ever have and provided a strong reason for the participant to stay in

the program and for families to alert the project nurse when death oc-

curred. The documcn:ar}r evidence srmng]}' suggests that African Ameri-

cans were told of these new terms at the annual meetings held around the

county in 1935, The docrors execured the scheme b].-r jnFDrminE the partici-

pants at the 1935 annual meetings that rhc}r wanted to evaluare and con-

tinue the bad blood treatment. Continued participation in the program

WDL‘I'.CI. [CSl.l]l' n burial Insurance. J‘I'L]«SD Tl.'.ll: fovernment wou]d trcat othcr

conditions disclosed |:|-}r the ph}rsical exams. Dr. Vonderlehr wrote the

Milbank Foundation on November 29, 1935;

In addition o the measures aimed directly ar autopsy study of

these individuals, other wark is carried on. the purpose of which is o

retain interest in the project. The John Al Andrew Memaorial Hospi-

tal provides free hospiralization to all seriously ill patients included in

this study. The Public Health Service tmplc\}rs a medical fﬂ”caw-up

worker whose duty it is to visit each individual p:rindi.c.l”.}'. She also

assists an officer of the Public Health Service who is detailed o bMa-

con County at least once a Vear to examine and prescribe for those

individuals whe meet at a specified place.

The autopsics were conducted, and the sampl:s of fluids and organs

removed from the deceased participants were sent to the Marional Institute

of Health. Nurse Rivers obtained the consent of family members for the

autopsics. This was discussed in a 1953 medical journal article, “Twenty

Years ofFﬂ]lt}w-up Experience in a Long-Range Medical Stud}r," written |:|].-r
Murse Rivers and several of the physicians of the U.S. Public Health Ser-

vice: © . . v was difficult for the nurse to appmach the Famil},', cspcciallj.-r in

IJ.']C CHII}" ycars DF l'l'lt pmjcc:, bCCEI.'LISC 5]1!.? hcrscl[: Wds Uncasy ﬂb'f.'l'l.ll' EI.LLTO]J'

sies. She was pleasantly surprised to receive fine response from the families

of the paricnts—on]}f one refusal in 20 years and 145 autopsics obrained.

Fina]l}r, the nurse realized that she and not the relatives had been hesitant

and squeamish.”
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Thus the Study fell into a sort of routine. Nurse Rivers kept in regular
contact with the partcipants, both syphilitics and controls, through visits
and letters. Once a year, the men were given a blood test and “frec medi-
cinc” was distributed. In 1932, 1938, 1948, and 1952, voung Public Health
Service doctors came from Washington for re-surveys. The men were brought
to Andrew Memorial Hospital for complete physical examinations, though
the dreaded “golden needle” spinal taps were never again administered.
When a participant died, Nurse Rivers would secure permission for the
autopsy, the procedure would be carried out, and the samples sent to Wash-
ingron.

Maintaining the long-term cooperation of the participants was impor-
tant, and over the years various inducements were used.

Some participants were promised frec hot lunches and free transporta-
tion to be examined. The methods used to induce participation in the study

are best described in Murse Riverss 1953 article, mentioned above:

Because of the lower educational status of a majority of the pa-
tients, such as farmers and day laborers, it was impaossible to appeal to
them from a purely scientific approach. Therefore, various methods
were used to maintain and stimulate their interest: free medicine, ex-
cept penicilling burial assistance or insurance (the project was referred
to as “Miss Rivers' Lodge”); free hot meals on the day of the examina-
tion by public health service physicians periodically, transporeation to
and from the hospital, and an opportunity to stop in town on the

return trip to shop or visic with friends.

In 1958, the participants were given another incentive in the form of
an claborately printed twenty-five year certificate of participation signed by
the Surgeon General and accompanied by twenty-five dollars, one dollar
for cach year of the Study.

To most of the participants, the novelty of the medical attention was
itselfan incentive. Nurse Rivers testified in a deposition in 1974 that “when
these men were brought in, it was just like you would be thinking about
going to New York with them, to get a chance o come to Tuskegee and
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spv:nu:l the da}' ... It meant cvcr}fthing in the world to have the patient get

a physical examination. Because, a lot of times they would tell me, Mrs.

Rivers, whar do he put that rhing on your chest for. And 1 said thar is to el

your heart, And :hv:j.r would 54V, Yol can well your heart like char. And rhv:j.-r

were somebody. Here was a group of men our of a community where folks

I'lﬂd Never scen any CI.D-ETOI E.Dd EhiS WaS—l'I'I.C}-" WEIT U.'.E.l]}’ SDmCID-DCI.}" Lo

have somcbod}r give that kind of attention to chem.”

At the annual blood tests, syphilitics and controls alike were given vari-

ous shots, a gn:cnrco]on:d iron tonic, and plnk pain pil]s that were actua"].-r

aspirin. V'Lrtua]l}r none of those interviewed in larer years knew the purpose

of the shots, but assumed they were for “bad blood.”

Wl t]'ic}f WEFE VeIV happ].-r with whatever chcj.-r were g::ting," Murse
Rivers restified in 1974 abour the medical artention that had been offered

to the participants over the years.

That medical attention compmmis«cd the ].:aarr'u:'L].:aal:WLts1 health, how-

ever, in the critical arca of treatment for the very discase—syphilis—that
had bmught them to the attention of the 1.5, Public Health Service in the

beginning.
Jim Jones writes in Bad Blood:

Under the dynamic leadership of D Thomas Parran, who suc-

ceeded Dir. Cumming as surgeon general in 1934, the United Srates

launched a VIGOrous nationwide 5}'p|1iJi.5 campaign in the lare 1950,

Building upon what had been learned during the Rosenwald Fund

demonstrations, the PHS covered the nation with 2 Wassermann drag-

net. The campaign reached whites and blacks alike, as mass testing

and maobile rreatment clinics introduced a bald new program of pub-

lic health work in the United States.

. . . Yet D Parran’s national campaign never reached a select

group of African American men in Macon Counry, Alabama. Years

before the program began. the PHS had sealed them within a scien-

Ei.FLC i."!{FL'FiI'.I'IL'Il[ El.'!li!t EF'SIEmEJTjL'i!”}' L t]'l.l:l'.l'l OEI" IFTDITI .1”. rearmene

programs for syphilis—whether conducted by local, state, or federal

health officials.
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It is unclear from the record whether it was during this anti-syphilis
campaign in the late 1930s or a later similar campaign sometime in the late
fortics or carly fiftics, after the development of penicillin, that there was a
major cftort to getall persons in Macon County with syphilis treared. Most
of the whites and many blacks were sent to Birmingham to receive such
treatment. However, those who participated in the Tuskegee Study were
not permitted to receive such treatment. Herman Shaw, onc of the partici-
pants, recalls that he was included in a group of men who were taken to
Birmingham for treatment.

Dring the night before they were to be treated, a lady who was in
charge of the facility where they were staying was pacing the floor. He asked
her, “Ma'am, what's the matter?” She said, “There is somebody who is here
that’s not supposed to be here.” He said, “Who is it and what's his name?”
She said, “Herman Shaw.” He said, “I'm Herman Shaw.” She said, “You're
not supposcd to be here, Ger up and put on your clothes.”

He followed her instructions, they put him on a bus, sent him home
and never treated him.

Similarly, a mobile treatment program began operating within Macon
County. Locally, this was referred to as the bad blood wagon. Murse Rivers,
as part of her duties as a county health nurse, participated in this program.
By this time, lists of all Study participants were well-circulated to arca phy-
sicians, funcral homes, and probably to local white employers. Nurse Riv-
crs was reluctant to testify about this in her 1974 deposition, perhaps out
of concern that she might be herself liable or perhaps not wanting to reflect
badly on the PHS, her employer of three decades. However, she did admit
that when Macon County residents lined up for treatment by the “bad
blood wagen,” participants in the Study would be identified from lists or
by her and those men would not be treated.

Similarly, the white docrors, whom Vonderlchr and Heller painstak-
ingly tried in 1933 to make feel that they were a part of a scientific study,
excluded Study participants from direct treatment for syphilis and perhaps
cven from indirect treatment by penicillin for other illnesses. And during
World War IT large numbers of rural Alabamians of both races were pulled

from their isolation by the military draft. Physical examinations and medi-
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cal creatment were routine features of the induction process and any Stud}r
participants who were drafted were likely to receive penicillin treatments.

On August 6, 1942, Dr. Murray Smith wrote vo Dr. Vonderlehr abour the
pmblcm:

A new situation has arisen with reference to the untreated syphi-
lis study patients. Some of the Control cases who have developed syphi-
lis, are getting notices from the draft boards to take treatment. So far,
we arc keeping the known positive patients from getting treatment. Is
a contrel case of any value to the study, if he has contracted syphilis?
Shall we withhold treatment from a control case who has developed
syphilis? Please let me have vour wishes with reference 1o handling

this type patient and I will carry them our as best as | can.

The issuc of withholding treatment, especially after the development
of penicillin, was a major factor in the ethical questions that began to be
raised over the Study in the mid sixtics. Astonishingly, up to that point,
there is little in the public record to indicate that anyone, from the PHS,
the Milbank Memorial Fund, or Tuskegee Institute raised significant moral
or cthical concerns about the Tuskegee Syphilis Study. The closest to an
cxpression of concern over the welfare of the men in the PHS files is in
remarks prepared by Dr. Oliver Wenger for presentation at a vencreal dis-
casc seminar in Scptember 1950.

Thisis a very Interesting document, which 1 quote in its entirery:

Untreated Syphilis in Negro Male

[Dr. Wenger

Hot Springs Seminar

In this serics of meetings there has been much discussion abour
finding people with syphilis, how to treat them and how to evaluate
the resules of that rreatment. This is good and it is proper. But in the
few minutes T have, 1 wish to focus your attention on another aspect

of the broad study of syphilis,—that of its affect on those you don'
find, don't treat and don't follow.
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This subject of untreated syphilis is not something new. The scudy
of it was started some owenty vears ago and has been plodding quietly
along ever since, with parts of the findings coming to print sporadi-
cally. T would like bricfly to review the marter.

Among the many interests of the late Julius Rosenwald was the
health and welfare of the American MNegro. From the Fund that now
carrics his name came moncy which was used in cooperation with
Federal, Seate and local health deparements for a survey of the preva-
lence of syphilis among negroes. One county in cach of six southern
states was chosen for study. The highest rate was found in Macon
County, Alabama. Mot only was the prevalence higher, but it was found
that only one our of 25 had received treatment. With this as a starr,
Dies. Vonderlehr, Heller, Taliaferro Clark, Austen Diebert and myself,
along with others, got together to organize a study of the syphilitic
process when unintfluenced by treatment and to compare those find-
ings with results after treatment had been given.

We decided to limit the study to negro males 25 years old or
more, In the winter months of 1931-32 and 32-33% a group of 399
negro males with untreated syphilis was selected together with a group
of 201 negro males who were presumably non-syphilitic to be used as
a contral. The age distributions in the two groups were comparable.

I won't bother you with minor details of how the study was o
operate except to say that all were to have regular blood tests, and
physical examinations. In addition it was planned to secure autopsics
at death whenever possible. The Milbank Memorial Fund agreed o
contribute money for necropsy. Part of the money goes to the physi-
cian doing the work and part of it goes to the family to aid in burial
EXpEnses.

The first ph}'si.c.ﬂ examinations were made in 193233 with the
findings published in Scprember 1936 In 1938-39, a sccond physi-
cal examination was made at which time it was found that a consider-
able proportion of the younger men had received some but inadequare
treatment.

From the second examination came two papers in 1946—one
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covering mortality, in February, and one on cardiovascular abnormali-
ties and other forms of morbidity, in December.

A third physical examination was made in the fall of 19448, In
May of this year, 1950, the findings were published, covering abnor-
malities observed over 16 years.

Mo, what have these ﬂndingﬁ been, in terms nfgtncr.ﬂi:ics? Firsr,
that untreated syphilis apparently shortens the life expectancy by 20
percent. Second. that there is a greater involvement of the cardiovas-
cular system and third, that syphilitics without treatment appear to be
subject to a higher rate of other types of morbidity. Thus there are
more potentially disabling defects among them and they die earlier.
This is probably what most people might expect from general knowl-
edge or assumption, but it is important to have the facts documented.

I heartily support the work that has been done, but it does not go
far enough. When the third examinations were done in 1945849, 26
percent of the syphilitics had been lost from observation and 35 per-
cent of the controls. This is not counting known deaths. One of the
reasons for selecting Macon county as a study area, aside from its high
prevalence rate, was that it seemed remarkably suitable for che study
purposes. It had the broad extremes of development of the Megro race.
from those connecred with Tuskegee Institure to those with the lowest
of living standards. Health Facilities ranged from a Vererans hospital
to nothing, transportation from 3 railway centers and a main highway
o inaccessible winter roads. Bur most of all, the county'’s principal
industry is agriculture of a type which tends to provide a stable popu-
lation for a long term study such as this. What became of this third or
so thar dropped from ebscrvation? Were they in the county bur juse
didn’t respond to a written notice! Would they have responded if chey
could read? Did they stay away because they were no longer interested
or were they too ill o come in? Perhaps they had moved out of the
county. Some have, | am sure. But if they've moved—are they living
and well? If they are dead, whae was the cause?

These questions are imporrant to the value of the study. There is

a nurse in the county whose salary is paid to keep rrack of these pa-
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tients but 1 think more is necessary. Remember, these patients wher-
ever they are, received no treatment on our recommendation. We know
now, where we could only surmise before, thar we have contributed to
their ailments and shortened their lives. 1 chink the least we can say is
that we have a high moral obligation to those that have died to make
this the best study possible.

This is the last chance in our country to make an investigation of
this sore. You may say, if that's so isn't the point rather academic. 1
don't think so. It may be academic so far as the patient who is treated,
but you know even berrer than 1, that vou are not yer finding and
treating all of the cases. Your case finding publicity makes a poine for
the public to “Know for Sure” whether the discase has been contracted.
I say it behooves the medical profession to “Know for Sure” whart
happens if the discase is not treated.

I urge in the strongest possible way that the Public Health Ser-
vice place a full rime male investigator in Macon county whose sole
job is te locate those persons who were first selected and examined.
Sure, they may have moved, pcrh;aps moved and died, but arrange-
ments can be made for them to be examined wherever they may be, if
living. If they've died. let’s trace them through vital statistics o sec
when, where, and why. And if humanly possible, arrange for autopsy
of those who die in the future.

This matter of autopsies is of remendous importance. There are,
as you know, only two other studies that even remotely resemble this—
the ane started by Bruusgaard in Morway and the study of Rosakn ac
Yale. So far, of the 173 deaths recorded for the Alabama group, 67
percent have come to autopsy. The correlation of postmortem find-
ings with periodical clinical findings can be done only in the Alabama
group. What ather way will we ever be able to learn the meaning of
our clinical findings?

Oince again let me emphasize the importance of this quiet under-
taking and urge that steps be taken so that it doesn't slip through our

fingers.

Gray, Fred D.. Tuskegee Syphilis Study : The Real Story and Beyond.
Montgomery, AL, USA: NewSouth, Incorporated, 2002. p 64.
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/iupui/Doc ?id=10039021&ppg=59

Copyright © 2002. NewSouth, Incorporated. All rights reserved.

May not be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher, except fair uses permitted under U.S. or applicable

copyright law.

http://site.ebrary.com.proxy2.ulib.iupui.edu/lib/iupui/docPrint.action?encr...

11/17/2011 6:04 PM



Tuskegee Syphilis Study : The Real Story and Beyond

60 of 60

FRED [n. GRAY 65

I noted carlicr that Dr. Wenger's impassioncd seminar speech in 1950
was the closest in the PHS record to an expression of moral concern about
the Study. However, his concern is really aimed, not at the welfare of the
participants, whosc lives he admits have been shortened by lack of treat-
ment, but the emphasis is on getting the maximum amount of data from
the study.

Can there be any wonder that the men involved in this Study, when
they learned what had been done to them, felt like “human guinea pigs?”

The Final Phase: 1965 to 1972

I have used 1965 somewhat arbitrarily as the beginning of the end of
the Tuskegee Syphilis Study. By this time a new gencration of docrors was
involved. Nurse Rivers had gone into semi-retirement. Four to five hun-
dred of the original six hundred participants had died. More significantly,
the climate of race relations had changed dramatically over the three de-
cades since the beginning of the Study.

As described in Chapter 2, in 1932 scgregation was rigidly enforced
and Jim Crow was the law of the land. By the end of 1965, Alabama had
expericnced a substantial change in race relations. On May 17, 1955, the
United States Supreme Court’s Brown decision destroyed the doctrine of
“scparate but equal,” and held that scparate clementary and secondary schoals
tor black and white children in America were unconstirurional. This was
the first major blow against legalized scgregation based on race. Seventeen
months later, on December 1, 1953, Mrs, Rosa Parks was arrested for re-
fusing to give up her seat to a white man on a city bus in Montgomery,
Alabama, On December 5, 1955, she was convicted and fined ten dollars
in municipal court and that was the beginning of the Montgomery Bus
Boycott. Most historians agree that her arrest and the subsequent rise of
lcadership of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., through the Montgomery Bus
Boycott marked the beginning of the modern Civil Rights Movement.

In Tuskegee, from the carly 1940s, African American leaders in Macon
County, like Dr. C. G. Gomillion and William P. Mitchell had waged a
massive cffort to obtain the right to vore. On August 25, 1945, they had
filed the carly voting rights case Mirchell v. Wright. Their ongping fight for
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the right to vote in Macon County spans from 1942 to the passage of the
Voting Rights Act in 1965. Study participant Charlie Pollard was a com-
munity leader from the Notasulga arca who worked with Dr. Gomillion
and Mr. Mitchell to obrain the right to vore.

In 1958, there was an upcoming municipal clection in Tuskegee. To
prevent African Americans from voting, a bill was passed in the Alabama
Legislarure which changed the city limits of Tuskegee, thus cxcluding sub-
stantially all of the registered African American voters in the City of Tuskegee
but leaving on the rolls all of the white voters. This gerrymandering of the
ci:}'boundarics had two resules: (1) African Americans decided to stop trad-
ing with the white merchants in downtown Tuskegee. As a part of a selec-
tive buying program, they had mass mectings once a week similar to what
happened in Montgomery during the Montgomery Bus Boycott. (2) T was
retained by the Tuskegee Civic Association to bring legal action against that
legislative gerrymandering. [ filed the lawsuit Gomillion v Lightfeor. This
casc ultimately reached the United States Supreme Court, the act was de-
clared unconstitutional, African Americans were able to vote in city clec-
tions, and the entire political power structure in Macon County during
this time was changing from all white to substantially all black.

During this same cra, | filed Lee o Macon County Board of Education.
This precedent-scrting casc began as a lawsuit to desegregate the public
schools in Macon County and later was expanded to include desegregation
of all the clementary and sccondary school systems — a total of ninery-
ninc systems—in the Statc of Alabama not alrcady under court order in
other cases. About the same time that the gerrymandering bill passed the
Alabama Legsslature, Attorney General John Patterson filed a lawsuit which
cnjoined the NAACP from doing business in the Srate of Alabama.
Patterson’s purpose was to prevent and delay integration in Alabama. Uld-
mately, it took cight years of litigation before the NAACP was able to re-
turn to the Statc of Alabama. Patterson’s racial views and racially motivared
actions, of course, made him so popular with white voters that he was elected
governor in 1958, defeating a more moderate George C. Wallace.

During this period of time, many other cases and civil rights cfforts
were destroying segregation in and outside of Alabama. The point is that
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there were substantial differcnces in how people felt about race in Macon
County in 1963 and what they believed in 1932, Notwithstanding these
changes in attitude and the change of the political structure from white to
black, the infamous Tuskegee Syphilis Study continued and was still gencr-
ally unknown to the public. However, the persons who were administrat-
ing the program in the mid-sixtics began to be very concerned about what
would happen if and when the Study was revealed. On the other hand,
even during the final phase between 1965 and 1972, they would not face
up to the racial issucs involved. In an April 1965 mecting, several Public
Health doctors and the Center for Discase Control discussed the Study.
The anly reference in the minutes with respect to race is, “Racial issue was
mentioned bricfly.” The minutes further stated that “it would not affect
the Study. Any questions raised could be handled by stating that the people
were at the point that the therapy would no longer help them.”

The conductors of the Study ignored the racial implications of the
Study. As will be observed later, one of the key issucs when the story be-
came known was that the Study was racist. President Clinton in his apal-
ogy stated that “the Study was clearly racist.”

Although the Study scemed to be completely unaffected by the guide-
lincs that arosc from the post-World War Il Nurcmberg trials, there was
continuing discussion on human experimentation within the overall scicn-
tific and medical communitics. In 1964, the World Health Organization
published the Dieclaration of Helsinki which introduced guidelines on the
cthics of human experimentation. That same year a report of the National
Institute of Health focused attention on the lack of controls on clinical
rescarch involving humans within the U.S. And in 1966, Policy and Proce-
dure Ohrder 129 was issued by the Surgeon General to define the PHS pro-
cedures on clinical research,

According to Jim Jones, who located the PHS records that [ used in the
lawsuit on behalf of the Study participants and for his book, Bad Blood,
“nonc of the guidelines contained provisions that applicd to the PHS's own
rescarch programs. . . . Thus none of the health officers connected with the
Tuskegee Study expressed any ethical concern until critics started asking
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questions.” Jones identifics the first of these critics as Dr. Irwin J. Schatz of
Dietroit, who wrote to the PHS in 1965 after reading a 1964 report on the
study coauthored by Dr. Anne Yobs. Schatz was “utterly astounded by the
fact that physicians allow paticnts with a potentially fatal discasc to remain
untreated when effective therapy is available.”

Yobs did not reply to Schatz’s letter, but she had been a part of a “Mect-
ing Re: Tuskegee Study” in April 1965 in which several doctors from PHS
and the Centers for Disease Conrrol discussed what to do with the data
from the Study. According to notes summarizing the mecting, Dr. Yobs
obscrved, “If you can't cvaluate it somchow, you better call it quits right
now because it is not getting any clearer as time goes on.”

The minutes of the meeting state, in part:

In evaluaring this study, it is no longer untreated late latent syphilis.
. .. Further evaluation of the remaining patients was discussed. Dr.
Olansky said he would hate to see us lose them now. Thinks we should
follow them till death do us part. . . . The need for a second nurse o
be assigned there to take over when MNurse Rivers s gone was dis-
cussed. If we don’t have another nurse there to rake over, the study will
come to an end. . . Racial issue was mentioned briefly. Will not affect
the study. Any questions can be handled by saying these people were
at the point that therapy would no longer help them. They are getting
better medical care than they would under any other circumstances.

The consensus was the study should definitely be continued.

Again, no onc within PHS was raising specific moral questions about
the Study, bur there was what scemed to be a new awarcness of its sensitiv-
ity and its vulnerability to criticism. By 1969, internal PHS sensitivity about
the Study had increased, in part duc to a new critique which was being
raisced by former PHS venercal discase investigaror Peter Buxtun. In the
next chapter, we will examine Buxtun'’s key mle in bringing the study to a
close, but his critical questions beginning in 1966 certainly were a factor in

prompting the establishment of an ad hoc commireee to review the Tuskcgv:c

Syphilis Study.
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The committee mert in Atlanta on Fcbruar}? 3, 1969, for a discussion

convened by Dr. David Sencer of the National Communicable Discase

Center. {The NCDC was the new name of the Venereal Discase Division

of the Public Health Service.) The committee was compmcd of Dr. Gene

Stollerman of the Department of Medicine, University of Tennessee, Mem-

phis; Dr. Johannes Ipsen Jr. of the Department of Community Medicine,
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia; Dr. Ira Myers, Alabama Health
Officer, Montgomery; Dr. J. Lawton Smith, Ophthalmalogy Department,
University of Miami; and D Clyde Kiser, Milbank Memorial Fund, New
York. Non-committce members present included Dr. Sidney Olansky of
Emory University, formerly with PHS; and Dr. William . Brown, then

head of the PHS Venereal Discase Division.

According to the official minutes of the meeting, after giving a bricf

historical summary of the Study, Dr. Sencer got right to the point:

Dir. Sencer then said the question has come up: Should we termi-

nate the Study or should we continue it? It becomes a pn]i:'u:.ﬂ pro b-

lem. At the time the Stud.}r wis btgun there was no concern abour

racial problems, discrimination, etc. At that time there was no prob-

lem abour not treating the disease. “We want vour advice in nlnking a

decision. We are here to discuss this problem.”

There followed ]cngrh}f discussion Dfdiagnmcs. pal:h u:-lu:'g}f reports, sur-

vival rates, ages of the ]'wing participants, autopsy ﬁnding&, and the meth-

odology of the Study itself.

[ []. Lawton| Smith said serological and epidemiological

workups were good. The weak link in the chain is pathology. He sug-

__q::s:cd tremendous cmphasis be put on this study, in the next few

years the parients are going to be gone. . .. “First, stress pathology; ger

away from serology. You will never have another study like this; take

advantage of ic." ... “Thisisa gﬂ]ds:n moment. Turn this :i[ud_‘_.-‘ into

pathology studics.”

Dir. Stollerman thought there was a moral obligation here to treac
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paticnts for neurosyphilis. The participants then discussed the dan-
gers of treatment—Herxheimer reactions, fibrillations, ete. Dr.
Stollerman thought we were obliged to set criveria for treatment. D
OMansky said if we insisted on spinal taps we would not have any pa-

ticnts.

Dir. Sencer asked the Alabama Health Officer about the Macon County
medical society, to which Dr. Myers responded that it had completely
changed. At the beginning of the study in 1932 the local doctors had all
been whites, now there was only one white doctor in the county and five to
seven African American doctors. The minutes note, “He said they had been
very reasonable to work with; some of the fears of real troublemaking have
not come to pass.”

D Dull then asked how you could answer criticisms for not
treating these patients. D Sencer said if we established good liaison
with the local medical society, there would be no need to answer criti-
CISMS.

Dir. Myers said ac this stage he thought we should only rake better
carc of the patients. Dr. Smith recalled when he was there in 1967 he
found rwo cases of glaucoma and brought them to trearment. If he
had not. they would have gone blind. “I think the patients appreciate
this."

D Olansky reiterared thar the original pelicy of the Study was
that when medical treatment was indicated, they were pulled out of
the Study and given treatment.

[ Myers stared thar Macon County is now being promoted asa
MNegro center of culture. “T don’t know where you will be able to study
this kind of group. Mo populations are that stable these days. These

patients are over 70; they do not move anymore.”

The discussion continued at some |v:|:'1‘|§|:]'||1 covering a need to find some-
one o rcp]acc the aging MNurse Rivers, to increase financial SUppOLt to the
project both to improve the autopsy process and to care for the various
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health nceds of the participants, and to open up new relationships with the
doctors now practicing in the area. Dr. Stollerman continued to press for
trcatment of the individuals involved, noting *I think you should treat
cach individual casc as such, not treat as a group.”

Dr. Kiser of the Milbank Fund spoke up: “This is not a Study that
would be repeated now. The public conscience would not acceprit. .. . 1
am impressed wich the plan, but I don't know if the Fund would up the

=
ante.,

[r. Sencer then said he thought evervone understood the sense
of what we wanted to accomplish, “and we are going to do it. We will

lean heavily on [[De] Ira [Myers].”

Thus ended the most intense self-examination of the Study of which
records were found in the PHS files up to that point. F::rl]owing the meet-
ing, attendee Dr. Clyde Kiser of the Milbank Memorial Fund wrote col-

IC&EL‘IC ﬂlmndcr ROIJCF['SDH 4 summary IC]JDF[':

. . . Dactor Sencer explained thar the purpose of the Ad Hoc
Committee was to discuss whether the Study should be terminared or
continued. If it is to continued what changes if any should be made?
He stated that the political as well as the moral aspects of the Study
should be considered. For instance, under State Law che “informed
consent’ of peaple is required if they are subject to investigation, medi-
cal tests, etc. The educational level of the Megroes in the Study is so
low that it would not be possible to explain “informed consent” to

them.

Kiser noted that Sencer made a point of telling committee members
the NCDC did not have preconceived opinions as to the future course of
the Tuskegee Study, welcomed all opinions, and would be guided by the
recommendations of the group. Kiser's report went on to review brictly the
history of the Study and the Milbank financial support—-5$16,500 for the

vears 1935-1965"—over the years. He continued:
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It should be emphasized, however, that the syphilitic-control di-
chotomy is not water right. During the course of the years some con-
trols contracted syphilis and almaost all the syphilitic subjects had ac
least some type of rreatment on their own. Iewas also emphasized thar
the Whssermann & Kahn tests have been superseded by more adequate
tests, such as the Treponema Pallidum Immobilization (TPI).

In general, the last round-up results of both the recent decedents
and the survivors have emphasized similarities of the syphilitic and
contral groups. This was in sharp contrast to the results of the 12
reprines of studies that we have on the Tuskegee Study. Even [the mose
recent article in the Milbank files. from 1964] contained the stare-
ment: “By 1952, after owenty vears of follow-up, 40 per cent of the
syphilitics and 20 per cent of the controls had died; at chis time the
life expectancy of individuals from ages 25 to 50 with syphilis was
determined to be reduced by 17 per cent.”

.. . As for the furure of the Study, there was acknowledgment first
of all that a Study of this type would never be repeated. Public con-
science would not condone carrving a group of people through life-
time with untreated syphilis. It was stared, however, thar at the time
the Study was instituted the facilities for getting treatment were re-
mate. Penicillin had not yet been discovered. Furchermore, there prab-
ably would have been resistance to treatment on the part of the poorly
educated rural Megro males in Alabama.

.« . Drocror Sencer’s synthesis of the mecting was approximately
as follows: There is merit in continuing the Study. He has not been
impressed that trearment of the Study group is indicated as a routine
procedure for the future, However, individual cases where trearment
is needed should be treated or offered treatment. It is essential to es-
rablish liaison with the local Health Drepartment in Macon County,
Alabama and to enlist their cooperation in furthering the Srudy. Ie
may be necessary and desirable to subsidize a full-time person to wark
with the local Health Department and with the local Medical Group

of Megro doctors.
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In the aftermath of the Atlanta ad hoc committec mecting, the PHS
with the help of Dr. Myers and his staff in Alabama developed a new work-
ing relationship with the Macon County Medical Socicty and with the staff
of Andrew Memorial Hospital at Tuskegee Institute. In April 1970, Nurse
Elizabeth M. Kennebrew was hired to replace Nurse Rivers. She and the
others involved in the Study at that point tried hard to locate participants
who had been missing from the Study in recent years.

The next round of inquiry about the Tuskegee Syphilis Study would be

external rather than internal, and the end of the project was in sight.
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The Study Revealed

It was not until the summer of 1972 that the surviving participants learned
through the news media that they were part of the Tuskegee Study. From
the time the Study started in 1932 until this disclosure, the public in Ma-
con County generally had absolutely no knowledge about the Tuskegee
syphilis experiment. Truc enough, there were a few doctors connected with
John A. Andrew Memorial Hospital and the Veterans Administration Medi-
cal Center in Tuskegee who had some knowledge of the program. Some
doctors were familiar with the periodic examinations of the participants in
the experiment. Some performed autopsies. [t was later revealed that local
doctors in Macon County and the surrounding countics had been given
lists of men who were not to be provided penicillin treacments for syphilis.

However, the individuals who had specific knowledge about the Study
were very few, and the public generally had no such knowledge. I had prac-
ticed law in the State of Alabama, Montgomery, and Macon County since
1955. I considered myself to be knowledgeable about most matters aftect-
ing thosc countics, including health care. I was very active in Macon County
and had been involved in civil rights litigation there since 1956 beginning
with the selective buying campaign by the Tuskegee Civic Association, the
gerrymandering case (Gomiellion v Lightfoor) that T argued and won before
the U.5. Supreme Court, a lawsuit to end discrimination in jury sclection,
substantial work in the area of voter registration, another lawsuit to end

T4
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racial discrimination in federally supported agriculture programs, and a
lawsuit to integrate the public schools in the county. However, despite my
civic, church, legal, and political involvement in Macon County, [ was like
other citizens in that I had no knowledge at all about the Tuskegee Syphilis
Experiment.

Although data from the Study were sporadically reported in medical
periodical literature, the gencral public knew nothing abour it unril the
Associated Press ran a widely distributed news report in July 1972,

How this wire service report came about is an interesting story in itself.

Public Health Service employec Peter Buxtun was working in San Fran-
cisco in the mid-1960s as a venereal discase interviewer and investigator.
Through his work, he rather incidentally heard about the Study, Whar he
heard surprised and shocked him. Buxtun became very, very concerned
and had some questions in his mind about these men not being treated and
the whole manner in which the Study was being conduceed. By this time,
scorcs of PHS doctors and other staff members had been involved in the
Tuskegee Study for more than three decades. Medical journals had been
publishing periodic reports, presumably read by thousands of doctars and
medical rescarchers, for these three decades. However, Buxtun and Dr. Inwin
J. Schatz of Detroit, mentioned in the previous chapter, were evidently the
first whose cthical sensitivity compelled them to realize that the Study was
simply wrong and to speak out.

Schatz wrote a single letter to Public Health Service officials; he received
no response. | don't know whether Schatz took any other action. Buxtun,
however, though the Tuskegee Study was taking place three thousand miles
away and really did not concern his particular duties with the PHS, decided
to get involved. He obtained copics of the previously published reports on
the Study, and, evidently the more he learned of it the more concerned he
became,

Buxtun later wrote in a prepared statement about his role:

I was shocked by statements such as: “An important phase of the
study has been the performance of auropsies” . .. “. . . morality and

morbidity are consistently higher among the untreated syphilitics,”
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and other passages which indicated the participants did not realize
what was happening to them. . ..

Upon reflection, 1 excerpted sections from these repores and from
orher sources (including the Proceedings of the International Military
Tribunal, Muremberg) into an attack upon the moral justification for
the study. [ pointed out that the Tuskegee study could be compared to
the German medical “experiments” at Dachau and chat public disclo-
sure of such a scandal could jeopardize Congressional funding for other,
beneficial PHS projects.

My superiors were shocked at what | had done, bur after warning
me that [ would probably be fired, they agreed to forward my report

o CDC, ... The initial reaction seemed to be shocked silence.

Fearing that his report would not attract attention within PHS, on
Movember 9, 1966, Buxtun wrote to Dr. William J. Brown, then chicf of
the Venereal Disease Division of the PHS:

It is my understanding that the study of untreated syphilis in the
negro male has been supervised by your department. | am also given
to understand that over thirty vears ago a group of negro syphilitics
was programmed for a special study, and that these men were given
either insufficient or placebo treatment. Furthermore, 1 am rold that
these men are not volunteers, but were {and are) rold that they were
receiving proper reatment.

I am impelled to ask: 1) was this study initiated to obain physi-
cal examinations and autopsy reports on the syphilitic damage which
these men were being allowed to endure? 2) Have any of these men
been fully treated? 3) Have any of these men been told the nature of
this study? 4) Is che stud}' seill unds:nv;sy? I ather words are unereated
syphilirics still being followed for autopsy?

Your attention in the above matter will be greatly appreciared.

Dr. Brown did not rcplj.r. The PHS files coneain a draft of a two-page

letter dated Diecember 7, 1966, from Brown to Buxtun asserting the value
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of the s:ud}' and stating that “All persons in the stud}' have been volunteers

and completely free to leave the study at any time

..... Through the years

all oypes of [illegible] syphilis therapy have been received by participants in

the stud]r', hca\'}r metals in carlier vears and pcnicil]in or other antbiotics in

later years.” However, Brown evidently had second thoughts and the letter

WAs NCVET &SNl

Instead, a copy of Buxtun's letter in the PHS files conrains Dr. Brown's

handwritten notation of March 30, 1967

Conference held with Mr. Buxiun. Those present D John Cut-
ler, Dir. James Sencer, M Wi, Waters, Mr. Arthur C___ This matter

was discussed in much detail & Mr. Buxtun’s specific questions were

raken into consideration.

This conference was held in Atlanta ar the Centers for Discase Con-

trol. Judging from his testimony in 1973 in a Senate hearing on the Study,

Buxtun had felt that the March 1967 conference was an exercise in bureau-

cratic reaction to criticism and he half cxpcctcd to be fired as a trouble-

maker. But nothing happened in the months following the conference, and

later that year Buxtun rcsigncd on his own initiative from the PHS and

entered law school. However, he did not i'b-rgct about the Sruu:l}f. In Novem-

ber 1968, asa private citizen, Buxtun wrote Dr. Brown again:

When we discussed the marter in Atlanea, I told you that I had

grave moral doubts as to the propriety of this study. While [ could see

the jmriﬂcnrlﬂn and propricry of the stud}' at its inceprion, and even

up to the time of the widespread use of penicillin, 1 could not con-

done the continuation of this study up to the present day. While 1

must grant the d;mg;cr of treating aged s}'phjli:ics. and while T am sure

medical science has benefitted by the study, 1 still must advocate the

following points:

1.} The group is 1M negro. This in itself is pnlitica] dynamite

and subject to wild journalistic misinterpretation. Ir also follows the

thinking of negro militants that negros have long been used for “medical
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experiments” and “teaching cases” in the emergency wards of county
hospicals.

2.1 The group is not com posed of “volunteers with medical mo-
tives'. They arc largely uneducated, unsophisticared, and quite igno-
rant of the effects of untreated syphilis.

3. 'Ibday it would be mnmll}r unethical o bcg'm such a study
with such a group. Probably not even the suasion of belonging o the
“Murse Rivers Burial Society” would be sufficient inducement.

I carnestly hope that vou will inform me that the study group has

been, or soon will be, treared.

Artached to the copy of this letrer in the PHS files is a Diecember 16,

1968, handwritten memo by Dr. Brown:

The Tuskegee study was discussed with Dr. Sencer this dare. He
advised we assemble a small group of physicians to review the objec-
tives and findings and give advice as to where we should go from here.
The questions to consider are should the study be continued or not,
should the patients be treated & if so what schedule of therapy.

[rr. Sencer advised that after the committee is selected and plan-
ning underway that we then write Mr. Buxtun to the effect thar there
are differences of opinion among the medical profession as whether or

not the Sle.d}" members should be rreared.

As previously mentioned, this led to the February 1969 ad hoc com-
mittee meeting in Atlanta. Some changes were made, but the Study contin-
ued, and the public was still unaware of it.

In carly 1972 Buxtun told a San Francisco Associated Press reporter
about the Study. The AP managers assigned the story to Jean Heller, an
investigative reporter based in Washington, D.C. Heller then rescarched
and wrote the story that got my attention on the plane ride in July and that
brought Charlic Pollard into my office a few days later. Mr. Pollard learned
about the story not from the national media but because a Montgomery
reporter, following up on the wire service coverage, found Mr. Pollard’s
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name and tracked him down and interviewed him. Heller subsequently
came to Tuskegee and interviewed Mr. Pollard and she subsequently inter-
vicwed me, as his attorney, and others in Macon County.

The story was a major news cvent in Alabama in 1972 and it naturally
invited comparisons with all the other racially discriminatory practices which
the State of Alabama has unfortunately but deservedly been identified with
over the years. Alabama is my home and is a great state, bur we are sull
working hard to overcome the sins of the past.

The Tuskegee Study also invited comparisons with other notorious cases
of human medical experimentation. I will discuss some of these in Chapter
10, but the timing of the public exposure of the Study allowed it to become
a focus of hearings of a U.5. Senate subcommittec on health chaired by
Senator Edward Kennedy. Those hearings covered other topics such as ster-
ilization and shock therapy, but the Tuskegee Study was a centerpicce of
the more than two menths of hearings in carly 1973, Buxtun testified at
those hearings, as did I, Mr. Pollard, and Mr. Lester Scott, another Study
participant.

I met Peter Buxtun for the first time at the Kennedy hearings. He gave
me the impression that he was a very sincere and dedicated person. He was
what is now commonly called a “whistleblower.” Frankly, if he had not
blown the whistle on the Tuskegee Study, it conceivably could still be going
on, because several participants have defied the odds and at this writing arc
still very much alive. We will hear more from them in the chapter about
President Clinton’s apology.

Incidentally, Heller is now employed with the St. Petersburg, Florida,
Times. Last year she came back to Tuskegee around the time of the Presi-
dential apology and wrote a follow-up to her dramade serics of articles
more than twenty years ago.
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[ have been involved with the Tuskegee Syphilis Study since July 27, 1972,
when Mr. Charlic Pollard came into my officc and asked me it I read the
newspaper about the men who were involved in the syphilis tests for “bad
bload.” He said he was onc of the men. He related that a few days before,
he was at a stockyard in Montgomery and a newspaper woman found him
and questioned him about the Tuskegee testing program, and asked him if
he knew Nurse Eunice Rivers. The reparter engaged him in a conversation
about his invelvement in a health program since back in the thirtics. Dur-
ing our conference, Mr. Pollard related in detail his involvement in the
cxperiment. As a result of our discussion, [ agreed to represent Mr. Pollard
in a lawsuit against the government and others who were legally respon-
sible for operating and maintaining the experiment.

Mr. Pollard’s statement confirmed the story | had read while flying
from Washington, D.C., to Montgomery a few days carlier. As we saw in
the previous chapter, that wire service article by Jean Heller was the first
public exposure of the Tuskegee Syphilis Study, although as it developed
there was considerable documentation of the Study in the medical litera-
ture and there were many doctors, health personnel, undertakers, white
employers, college administrators, and draft board members in the Macon

County area who had knuwlcdgv: if not c-:rmplctc undcrstanding of the

Study.

80
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When Mr. Pollard came into my office on July 27, 1972, my lifc was
already quite busy. I had many civil rights cases pending in addition to my
general practice of law; | was minister of a church; Bernice and [ had four
small children; T was trying to be a good husband; and T was in the middle
of a legislative term, in which I served as one of the first two African
Americans elected since Reconstruction to the Alabama House of
Representatives,

My legislative service was complicated by the fact that voting rights
liigation, which [ had been invelved in myself, led to a judicial decrec chat
Alabama’s unfair state clecroral districts would be replaced by single-mem-
ber districts based on an equal apportionment of the population. Under
the old system, which had been in force since the 1901 Alabama Constitu-
tion cffectively disfranchised African Americans, legislators were elected to
the House of Representatives from multi-member districts and the repre-
scntation was not proportional to the population. This allowed the big
planters from the small predominandy African American rural countics to
dominate the political process since they had as much power as the repre-
scntatives from the large urban counties but were accountable mainly to
themsclves and their cronies. In 1965, African Americans obtained the right
to vote, and we had a majority in the district encompassing Macon, Bul-
lock, and Barbour countics. In 1970 | was clected, along with Thomas
Reed, the other African American serving in the State Legislature.

I could tell many storics about this period and [ did in my first book,
Bus Ride to Justice. These were very interesting years in Alabama, to put it
mildly. In any event, in 1974 there would no longer be two House scats
from the district of Macon, Barbour, and Bullock counties. This meant a
vigorous campaign against Thomas Reed in the spring of 1974, My wife,
Bernice, had some real strong feelings about my running for re-clection.
She knew [ was more qualificd than Thomas Reed, but she believed chat he
was a better politician. She fele that he would probably win the clection and
that in reality he was more suited for the political shenanigans that went an
in the Legislature. She felt that by the time my term ended, I would have
proved to the white community and to all that I was an cffective legislator,
and that African Americans could serve in the Legislature with distinction.
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I would have made my contribution, and then I could return and do my
work in the church and the law office.

The Tuskegee Syphilis Experiment was just one pending case at Gray,
Scay and Langford, the law firm that I had built, with my partners Soloman
Seay and Charles Langtord, into the largest African American law firm in
Alabama art that time. We had offices in Montgomery and Tuskegee and we
had many civil, criminal, and civil rights cases. However, I recognized that
the Tuskegee Syphilis Study was one of the largest cases | had. Bernice
recognized that, too, and she thought, rather than for me to be involved in
politics or trying to do so much in the Legislature, I needed to be devoting
my time and effort towards this big and very important case. Bernice kept
me focused on this case. She would not ler me forget it, nor pur it on the
back burner. She was derermined that [ devoted the time and effort to chis
case, because it could be my biggest case. She was right.

Of course, | thought | should stay in the Legislature, So I made up my
mind to run for re-clection and, as Bernice predicted, 1 lost the clection to
Thomas Reed. This turned out to be one of those cascs where pride gocth
before a fall, but in this case, ar least, the fall was for the best because it
allowed me to devote my full attention to the lawsuit that was beginning to

Eﬂtl’lt[ Steam.

Conclusions, 1972-1973

As a result of our initial investigation into the case, we reached the
following conclusions:

1. The United States government violated the constitutional rights of
the participants in the manner in which the study was conducted.

2. The government knew the participants had syphilis and failed to
treat them—even after penicillin became available.

3. The Public Health Service failed to fully disclose to the participants
that they had syphilis, that they were participating in a study, and that
treatment was available for syphilis.

4. The Public Health Service led the participants to believe thar they
were being properly treated for whatever discases they had, when in facr,
they were not being meaningfully treated.
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5. The Public Health Service failed to obtain the participants written
consents to be a part of the study.

6. The Study was racially motivated and discriminated against African
Americans in that no whites were sclected to participate in the Study; only
those who were poor, uneducated, rural and African-American were re-
cruited.

7. There were no rules and regulations governing the Study.

We believed those were the key issues to be resolved in a lawsuit. OFf
course, once the lawsuit was filed, we must prove our allegations, and in a
casc involving as many plaintiffs and defendants and sererching over as
long a time span as this one, we knew that would be a Galiath-sized task for

our David-sized law firm.

Search for Assistance

The work involved in developing this casc was tremendous. | was re-
minded of advice given me by my law school adviser, Professor Samucl
Sonnenficld. He encouraged me to scck assistance of other more experi-
enced lawyers, and be willing to share a fec with them, particulary during
the carly years of my practice. As | had done with civil rights cases through-
out my carcer, | tried to find somecone to assist me in this case.

Finding and obtaining assistance was more difficult than I ever imag-
incd. For almost a year, | telephoned and traveled all over the country,
looking for someonce to help me with this potentially historic case. | needed
help in conducting legal rescarch, drafting pleadings, filing bricfs, and
financing the case.

With previous civil rights cases, [ was usually able to obtain such assis-
tance from the NAACP or the NAACP Legal Defense Fund. But both
organizations are non-profit corporations, whose policies did not permit
them to assist in fec-gencrating cases.

It was going to take a substantial amount of moncy to develop this
case. | could not find anyone who was willing to give me assistance in my
two areas of need.

With a reccommendation from Jack Greenberg, director counsel of the

NAACP Legal Defense Fund, I sought out Michael 1. Sovern, then dean of
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Columbia Law School, and one of his pn:rfcssors, Harold Edgar. T]'iv:].-r agrccd

to assist me with legal research.

I sull had the responsibility of financing the case. 1 went to my local
banker, James Allan Parker, president of Tuskegee's Alabama Exchange Bank,

discussed my problem, and he indicated a willingness to make a loan. It

was not a ]Oﬂl'l ona EDHIjﬂECDE ZI'C‘C IJESIS Ma I:IE.J'I]:(L'.J.' WDL‘IICI. ]13\-': CIDI'[C IZI'I.E.IZ.

| "HDL]IEI hﬂ‘-’t o pay t]'it IJE.HI{ I'EEE.I'C[]CSS OIF []'IC J.'CSLIIE GF E]'it IE"HSIJILT. Howe-

ever, he was willing to wait until there was a resolution of the case before

the loan would become due. With these two components in hand, [ was

now n:ad].r to file the lawsuic.

Plaintiffs and Defendants

On July 24, 1973, the lawsuit was filed. Jurisdiction was invoked un-
der (1) the Fourth, Fifth, Eighth, Ninth, Thirteenth and Fourteenth Amend-
ments to the U.S, Constitution; (2) the civil rights laws 42 USC Scction
1981, Section 1985(3), and Secrion 20000D): (3) the Federal Torts Claims
Act, 28 USC 2671; (4) the federal commeon law, and {5) the Constitution,

statures, and Commnmon IE.'W Gi:adl.labﬂﬂ‘.lﬂ.

This lawsuit was to redress gricvances by damages and injunctive relicf

in order to secure for the plainl:iffs themselves, and the class t]'ic}r repre-

sented, protection against continued or future dcpriva:ion of their rights

by the defendants. The goal was to ger the government’s full attention.

Urigina“]ﬁ $1.8 billion in damagcs was su:rught for the surviving partici-

pants and the heirs of those who had died.

In the complaint as finally amended (on August 1, 1974) we had four

categorics of ]JIEJIDEJIH'-S:
1. Living sn;hilirics

2. Living controls

3. Personal Fepresenrarves of the estares of deceased syphilirics

4, Personal representatives of the estates of deceased controls.
The named plaintiffs included Charlie Pollard, Carter Howard, Herman

Shaw, Price Johnson, and others. My law partner, Solomon Seay, Jr., as-

sisted with the case. Cleveland Thornton, a young white |aw1.rr from Barbour

County and a member of our firm at the time, also assisted me in this case.
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The defendants were the United States of America, Casper Weinberger
as Secretary of the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Dr.
Ira L. Myers, State Health Officer; Dr. John R. Heller, individually; Dr.
Siu:lnc}' G]ansk}n individua]l]r'; and others. The defendants were [‘CFE‘CSCJ‘I[‘Cd
by William ]. Baxley, then Attorney General of Alabama, James T. Pons,
Kenneth Vines, Calvin Pryor, Lawrence Klinger, Herman H. Hamilton,
Jr., Champ Lyons, W. Michac| Atchinson, and Oakley Mclton, |r.

Ower the years, | have been asked why I did not include Nurse Eunice
Rivers Lauric and Tuskegee Institute as defendants in this case? lsn'tira fact
that cach of them played a part and should bear some of the blame in
connection with the Tuskegee Syphilis Experiment? Did I fail to add them
as defendants because they were black and all of the other defendants were
white? Did 1 fail to add them because all of the plaintiffs were African
Americans? Isn't it a fact thar if | had named them as defendants it would
have adversely affected the allegations that the Tuskegee Syphilis Experi-
ment was racist?

All of these questions arc related and are fair questions to be consid-
ered.

Nurse Rivers was a lone African American female working on a health
program financed by the federal government. She was working directly
with white doctors from Washinggon, I0.C. Neither the racial climate nor
socicty’s attitudes toward government encouraged her questioning the ac-
tivitics of white government officials. She did not question the fact thar the
government was financing and supperting the program.

She believed she could help, and at the same time she would be helping
the federal government. Miss Rivers was powerless to have cither begun,
continucd, or stopped the program. She worked in an environment where
all of her superiors were white, while she worked directly with African
American men. Even after penicillin became available, Nurse Rivers had no
voice as to whether or not these men would be given penicillin. In 1969, a
committee was formed to consider whether or not the program she had
worked on for more than three decades—and had been the most constant
aspect of for more than three decades—should continue. Nurse Rivers was
not invited to participate in that discussion or to be a policy-maker in that
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decision. She was not even consulted. The white doctors from Washington
concluded that the experiment should continue and that the participants
still should not be treated for syphilis. The Alabama Deparement of Public
Health, for which she also worked, again under the dircction of white male
doctors, went along with this program from the beginning to the end.

So you have one lone African American female, who from 1932-1972
was supcrvised by white doctors from Washington and by the white health
officer from Macon County, in a program sponsored by the federal govern-
ment. It would have been unrealistic for Nurse Rivers to cxpress any views
opposing the Statc of Alabama, the Macon County Health Department,
white doctors from Washington, [.C., and the United States government.
[ felt Nurse Rivers was misled, betrayed, and was also a victim of the Tuskegee
Syphilis Study. In preparing the lawsuit, after reviewing the facts and cir-
cumstances, [ was not going to subject her to being a defendant in the case.
She was not the moving force in organizing, maintaining, or perpetuating
the experiment. She was nothing more than onc of many lower-level gov-
crnment employees who were involved in the Study but not named as de-
fendants.

I did not include Tuskegee Institute as a defendant. In the 1930s, dur-
ing the Great Depression, Tuskegee Institute was an African American edu-
cational institution struggling for its very existence. The federal govern-
ment came to the institution and requested that some facilities of the col-
lege hospital be used for the purpesc of cxamining the participants in a
health carc program. Tuskegee Institute was being asked to cooperate wich
the federal government in providing health care for the participants. The
cooperation was being sought in a study that began as an outgrowth of the
Rosenwald Fund survey in Macon County, which was a project of onc of
Tuskegee Institute’s significant benefactors. As with Nurse Rivers, I felt
that it would have been unrealistic to expect Tuskegee Institute to refuse to
cooperate with the government. Tuskegee Institute administrators were asked
to provide facilities and services; they were never invited to review or set
policy. I felt the same about Tuskegee Institute as I did abour Nurse Rivers—
that the Institute and its officials were misled, betrayed, and taken advan-
tage of as she had been.
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Intcrcstingl}r, President Bill Clinton ok this same position twenty-

five vears later when he said:

Medical people are supposed to help when we need care, but cven

once a cure was discoveraed, I:J'I.i:_'!." were denied hc|p. and :J'u:}' were lied

to by their government. COur government is suppnscd o protect the

rights of its citizens; their rights were rampled upon. Forry years ago.

hundreds of men wene betrayed, a]nng with their wives and children,

along with the community in Macon County. Alabama, the City of

Tuskegee, the fine university there, and the larger African American

COMMUNIy.

So the President, in his apology to surviving Study participants on

May 16, 1997, recognized that Tuskegee Institute, along with these

participants, and the whele com munity were lied to and bc::a].-rcd |:|].-r the

federal government.

The Allegations

In our complaint, we alleged the following basic facts:

1. The participants were poaor, Southern, rural, African Americans, of

limited education, who knew nu:rrhing of their roles as cxpcrimcntal sub-

Jec [=.

2, The Tuskcgc: S}rphilis Stud}r bcgan in 1932 and was announced b].-r

cmp]c:},'ccs of the U, 5. Public Health Service as a new health care program

beginning in Macon County, Alabama. The notices were circulated through-

out the cou ney b}r mail, ar African American schools, and African Ameri-

can churches. Gnl},’ African Americans were given the notices, and onl}r

African American males were subsequently selected to participate in the

program. None of the participants in the Srud}r were mcaningfu]l}f treated

for 5},']J|1ilis.

3. The participants were never told that they were being solicited to be

used in an cxperiment.

4, The cmplo}?ccs of the government purpu:xscl}r did not inform the

participants when they were found to have syphilis, and intentionally with-
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held this informarion from them.

5. The government represented to the participants, or gave the impres-
sion by words and actions that they were receiving adequate medical treat-
ment for all of their ailments. Such representations or impressions were
false and were known to be false by the government. However, cach of the
participants rcasonably believed such representations and participated in
the experiment for over forty years.

6. The participants were never advised that any of them had syphilis,
and they were never treated for syphilis.

7. The participants never gave their informed consent to be subjects in
any such experiment.

8. No white persons were solicited or used in the Study.

9. Those sclected were used in a program of controlled genocide solely
because of their race and color in violation of their rights, secured by the
Constitution and laws of the Stare of Alabama,

10. The government exploited the participants in violation of rights
guaranteed under the Fifth, Ninth, Thirtcenth, and Fourteenth Amend-
ments to the Constirution of the Unived States, and Article 1, Secrion VI of
the Alabama Constitution of 1901, Plaintiffs further alleged that they were
injured physically and mentally. They were afflicted with distress, pain,

discomfort, and su [:Fcring. Some died as a resultof participating in the Stud}f.

Theory of the Case

The theory of the casc was that the government had breached its duty
to the participants in failing to obtain informed consent, inform them of
the nature and purposes of the cxperiment, and inform them of the pos-
sible hazards and cffects upon the health of the participants which might
result from their participation.

The government had a duty to the plaintiffs once penicillin became
available to trear those who had syphilis, which it failed to do. The govern-
ment violated the civil rights of the plaintiffs in that it and state officials
acted under color of State law by denying them their constitutional rights
of cqual protection, of duc process, and of privacy. The government was
negligent in conducting the Tuskegee Syphilis Experiment without any es-
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tablished protocol for conducring the cxperiment, thus subjecting the par-
ticipants to unnecessary risks.

Defendant Dr. R. L. Myers, State Health Officer, filed an answer on
September 29, 1973, substantially denying the basic allegations and rais-
ing, as a second defense, that there was insufficient information to deter-
mine whether or not all of the subjects were African American, poor, and
uneducated.

On May 14, 1974, the defendant United States answered the com-
plaint, and alleged as defenses:

1. The action was barred by the starute of limitations.

2. The injuries and damages alleged by the complaint were caused with-
out the fault, carclessness, or negligence on the part of the defendant orany
of its agents, scrvants, or employees acting within the line and scope of
their employment.

3. It denied that the injurics and damages to the participants, asalleged
in the complaint, were caused by acts of negligence, or carclessness on the
part of the government.

The government substantially denied all of the material allegations of
the complaint. The United States admitted, however, that the Experiment
began in 1932, that the participants were African American and were in the
Study; that the Study was conducted by the federal government, and that
some participants had died since 1932, It denied that the causes of death
were related to the Study. That was the position of the United States of

America when the suit was filed in 1973,

Discovery

One major problem in preparing the casc for trial was the matter of
obtaining discovery. According to the federal rules of civil procedure, after
a lawsuit is filed, and prior to trial, a party may obtain any and all informa-
tion which the other party has that may be relevant to the lawsuit. This is
called discovery. We utilized several forms of discovery including deposi-
tions, interrogatorics, requests for admissions, and requests for production.
Interrogatorics arc written questions which must be answered in writing
and sworn to under oath the same as if the answers were given orally in
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court. Interrogatories were pmpcrum:lcd to the known living docrors in-

volved in the Study and proper officials of the Public Health Service and to

tJ.']C ED‘-’CFDH‘.ICI'[T. IDLLT many DF t]'i': AMEWETS WCIC inconclusivc. T]'it responsc

o E]'iv: motion to ]deucc CI.D-ELI IMENE d].l E'jﬂg tht ca fh-" ]JE.F[' GF Tht ST'LId}’ Was

met with a “no records available so far as the government knew.”

The ]J]ajﬂ[jFES then undertook o try and find these records. As a resule

of our independent cffors, I met Jim Jones, a medical rescarcher, who had
located the carly records of the study, from 1931-1939, scattered through
some 410 boxes in the MNational Archives. He literally scarched through

cach individual box and p'u:kcd ourt the information that was app]icablc o

the Tuskegee Syphilis Study. Jim Jones's work was significant and made my
task less difficult. He later wrote an excellent book about the study entitled
Bad Bload and is now a professor of history at the University of Houston.

Opening Estates for Deceased Participants

During the course of our litigation, we were confronted with many

|cgal pmblcms. As indicated carl}f u:lur'mg the djsccrvcrj.r pcriu:n:l. the govern-

ment 'E]ll:l. not lcnow ancl EG'LIJ.I:I. not J.DCE.IZC Tht car]}r CI.D-ELI[T.ICI'[IS l'hal' "F-'Ol.l]l:l

give us the facts concerning the origin of the Study. There were questions as

to whether or not this was an appropriate class action suit. There were

serious questions concerning the suit b-cing barred b},’ the statue of limia-

tions. There were major problems of standing—who had the legal right to

bring the action en behalf of the deceased participants in the Sl:ud}r.

The arlginal mmplainr was filed on behalf of the widows and heirs of

deceased participants. The defendants raised the issue of standing, saying

that 'LIJ'ICIC[ Alabama IE.W. tht GI.']J.}? person who EG'LIJ.I:I. SUC [:0[ a dCCCESCCI.

person is the ]Jcrsonal representative of the individual estare, Thar meant,

in the cases of participants who had died without wills, it would be neces-

sary to file a petition in the Probate Court of Macon County in cach case

El.['l'd I'lEI.'l.’L'. S0MCOnG appointcd PC[S.'DJ'IEI.I ['CP['CSC[]EEEi‘-’C D[: l'ha[ PCISOI’[S1 5=

tate. Under Alabama law, in addition to filing an application for Letters of

Adminscration, a bond must be filed in an amount twice the value of the

estate prior to the Court granting Lerters of Administration. The person

who petitioned the for the Letters of Administration must be a resident of
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the Statc of Alabama. Many of the deccased participants had dicd outside
of Alabama.

This was a scrious problem. The Court entered an order stating that
the personal representative was the proper party to file a suit on behalf of
the deceased participants, and gave us a short period of time in which to
have them appointed. This was a difficult task. We nceded to have ap-
pointed personal representatives for cach of the deceased participants. There
were 463 deceased participants. Under most circumstances this would have
been an impossible task. First, we had to find individuals who were familiar
with the deceased participants, for example, wives, children, close relatives,
or friends. In instances where we could find none, we asked people we
knew if they would scrve as personal representatives of the csrates of de-
ceased participants. This required tremendous cooperation between people
in the community. These men lived in all parts of Macon County. We
began to talk with persons throughout the county and lined up persons
who signed individual petitions, and had individuals to sign bonds so the
administration could be completed.

Inaddition to the community invelvement and finding persons to serve
as administrators, we also had to locate persons who would sign bonds on
behalf of these petitioners. The Judge of Probate of Macon County, in the
final analysis, had to sign the order approving the bonds and appointing a
personal representative on cach of these estates. How could our Probate
Office with its limited resources be able to accomplish such a task? T dis-
cussed this entire matter with the Honorable Preston Hornsby, Judge of
Probate of Macon County. He knew the families of many of these men. In
addition, he was the best politician in the county. Prior to the time he was
clected Probate Judge, he was Sheriff of Macon County. In the first major
campaign where blacks were able to vote, he openly solicited African-Ameri-
can votes and was clected Sheriff of Macon County. After successfully serv-
ing in that capacity, he ran for and became Judge of Probate.

After [ discussed this matter with Judge Hornsby, he understood, was
sympathetic, and gave whole-hearted support to our cftorts. We literally
moved a part of the Probate Office out of the Courthouse and into our
office where we were able to prepare all of these documents. Within the
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time frame appointed by the Court and with the assistance of Judge Hornsby,

we were able to have personal representatives appointed on the estates of

cach of the deceased participants. When the comp]ain: was amended and

filed on August 1, 1974, we had pcrsu:rnal representatives of the estates of

deceased syphilitics and personal representatives of deceased controls as plain-

tiffs in the suir

What Our Research Proved

TI'lC mountain O.F CI.OC'I.ImetS c'.'cntuall},' I.'Il'LfE.I.'l'l.'.II:I:I. ShDWCd TI'I.E.I.',

unqucstiu:rnab]}f. government docrors knew from the inception of the Stud}r

that the participants believed they were in a treatment program. Along

with lerters from the project nurse ind icating this, :hc].-r received letters from

participants friends asking to be included in the government treatment

program.

What was done w participants in arder to secure informarion about

untreated syphilitics® Among the overreaching steps by the United States

in thc ca [I"r" Vears werc:

1. The United Stares’ docrors wrore and visited every local docror in

the area, gave them a list of patients in the study, syphilitics and controls,

and secured their cooperation in the stud}f. This cooperation included not

treating anyone for sg.rphilis because it would spuil the darta.

2. United States” doctors sent these participant lists to “prominent lay

people” (almost certainly white employers) to facilitate follow-up.

3. The docrors sent annual letters wo participants tcll'mg them the fed-

eral doctors were coming again to treat their bad blood, and to find out

whether past treatment had imprm’cd their condition.

4, Public Health Service pcrsc-nncl stoppcd participants from receiving

treatment from the traveling State public health clinics and at other oppor-

runitics for rreatment,

5. The Public Health Service wrote, :hmugh the Alabama Board of

Health, to the local draft boards in 1941 to make sure that these men were

not called for wartime ]Jh],'iica]s which would disclose s],'].:hilis and make

treatment mandamr}n Ini[ia]l}r. the persons thus dcprivcd included not u:rnl]r'

the original syphilitics, bur also controls who had developed syphilis in the
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intervening years and had received no treatment for it. No cffort was made
to assure that these persons’ wives and children had been treated.

6. The doctors and nurse handed out substantial quantitics of painkill-
crs such as aspirin and tonics, as well as some codeine, as an inducement to
stay in the program, knowing the participants thought it was curative treat-
ment for their ills.

7. The doctors did all this while their own medical records and reports
they published were demonstrating unequivocally thar the syphilitics were
dying faster, and cxpericncing higher rates of heart morbidity than were the
controls. That point was clear to the doctors from the very beginning, and
it was duly monitored by articles that plotted participants’ “death curves.”
MNotwithstanding their own knowledge of the heightened death curve of
the non-treated syphilitics, the deliberate and affirmative program of non-
treatment was continued. Moreover, an intentional decision was made not
to monitor the paticnts for a varicty of other ailments, including, most
tragically, neurosyphilis.

In summary, from 1933 on, the Study strayed far from its original
short-term goals. Unlike the initial one-shot survey, the long-term rescarch
design was not cvaluated carcfully, and the rights of the humans involved
were completely submerged to the rescarchers” desires to ger just a litde
more return on their invested capital. This was the progression: the 1932
survey data, coming from syphilitics only, showed that untreated syphilit-
ics had severe health problems, and much more complex oncs than had
been expected. Thar finding raised this question: How much damage was
syphilitic in origin, and how much was the product of adverse environ-
ment? Further, the 1932-33 findings of massive heart abnormalities could
be undercur if heart specialists challenged the diagnostic techniques used.
To preclude challenge o the Study's conclusions on cither ground, the so-
lution was to sclect a group of controls from the surveyed non-positive-
Wassermann Negroes, and follow both groups for a while in order to “bring
the material to autopsy.” The doctors would confirm the initial 1932 diag-
noscs, reject the environmental hypothesis, and additionally measure in-
terim syphilitic damage.
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This was the lu:rng-tcrm srud}f ]J]an and its effecruation, as unconscio-

nable then as now. The Tuskegee experiment was not done with therapeu-

tic ]'mpcs. There is not the slightcsr question but that the docrors who es-

tablished and ran this program believed, based upon the carcful Rosenwald

records, that the then current medications posed trivial risks compared to

the consequences of untreared s:,rphi]is. CDC's effort in 1972 o portray

this s:ud}' in its :ar]}' years as porcntial]}f beneficial given the pcrcv:ivcd

dangers of mercury and arsenicals is inaccurate. Exactly the opposite is true.

The doctors were so sure that untreated syphilis was a dcadlj.-r scrious pmbr

ICﬂL ﬂl'lI:l thﬂ‘[ reatment was CmCECjGLIS, ['h at []'IL'.}-" wantcd o provc it I:IC-"

vond question by control group comparisons and autopsies that would rule

out any other possiblc cxplanarlun of data. Based on the documents, this

process permitting these participants to suffer and dic, seems never to have

concerned the doctors in the least. The program doctors simply failed to

think of the patients, their wives, or their children as human bclngs. This

program of non-treatment then lasted forty years.

As far as later doctors were concerned, in relation to this group,

pcnici]lin’s discovcr},' was a rcgrcrtabl: event, worrisome lest it Pollutc the

sample. In their 1955 article, “Untreated Syphilis in the Male Negro,”

Schuman, et al., anal}'m:] participants‘ treatment status. The authors note

that cight of the men had received aclv:quarc p-cnicil]in treatment |:|},' 1951

(with scroreversal in three cases), and mention no ensuing complications.

Thc].-r turther note that the SUrviving S}rphi]itic group is now 70 percent

untreated, 22.5 percent inadcquatcl}r treated, and 7.5 percent adcquan:]}'

treated. But they argue that those patients who have had some treatment

should be followed sill:

[In] 1952 they are veterans of an aggregate of 5494.5 man-years

of untreated disease, in comparison to only 285 man-years of ad-

equately treared disease.

Since the Mman-years of Jd.cqu;stdy treated disease represents such

a small part of the total vears of observation, and in most patients the

treatment was administered many years after the date of the initial

infection, it is felt that the antibiotic era has nor defeated the purpose
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of the study.”
The authors” perception of the significance of penicillin in terms of
whether it spoiled the rescarch oughr to be juxtaposed against their other
findings:

[The single most seriking feature distinguishing the syphilitic
group from the nonsyphilitic is that the death rate is higher among
the syphilitic group. Exactly how and why more of the syphilitic group
has died is not clearly discernible, bue the penalty which the syphilitic

paticnts have paid in terms of life expectancy is well-documented.

How could this disregard of human safery and life capacity have been
allowed to continue? By the 19505, a paticnt discovered ro have latent syphilis
would have been treated with antibiotics by almast every doctor in the
United States, using bismuth if necessary to control adverse reactions, reac-
tions that can occur only if the treponemes are alive and potentially dan-
gerous.

So far as can be ascertained from the documents, no course of treat-
ment was formally or informally considered for these African Americans
until a young Public Health Service worker began complaining in 1966.
Litcrally, not one single picce of paper out of the thousands of pages dis-
cussing cvery aspect of the study discusses whether treatment ought to be
given. The documents reveal that the docrors belicved in 1952 that a twenty-
year investment should not go to waste, that this was the last opportunity
to study untreated syphilis, and incredibly, that having shortened the lives
of so many, they should press on with the work even though it might mean
further premature deaths and disabiliy. Even in 1969, trcatment was re-
jected by a committee for reasons which patently included the desire to
continue the Study and obtain just a little more information from the group.
Compelling evidence that the 1969 determination was not made on the
basis of the patients’ medical needs is that each and every one of these very
same participants was uniformly urged to get treated in 1972 after the Study
was cxposed.

The new docrors, in the 1960s, worked and acted in an era where the

rcquircmcnl: DF iJ'I.FOl'ﬂ‘.ICCI. conscnt FD[ cxpv:rimcnrs wWas .Forma] ancl Unarm-
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26 THE TUSKEGEE SYPHILIS STUDY

biguous. Thc]r' knew l:H:rE.:t:[l}.-r well :hcj.-r did not have consent, and that

these men were “at risk,” albeit the risk may have been lower for the partici-

pants whose s}fphi]is was still larenr afrer rhirl:},' years of non-trearment.

Morcover, statistics hide individual cases. One tcrribl}r potent indictment

is that the subjects, ever since 1932, would have nothing to do with spinal

taps. Those firse taps, Vonderlehr's Golden Needle trearment, pcrf-:rrmccl

withourt anesthetics, were ﬂccpriona]l}r painfu]. The Studfs internal docu-

ments often treat the fearful reactions to this pain as proof of some rural

superstitions of the participants.

Our investigation, however, led us to believe, that Dr. Vonderlehr did

the taps poorly, a view shared by Nurse Rivers. Dr. Vonderlehr was tired,

D‘r’CFWOIJ:‘ZCd. E.Dd Yery anxious bCCE.IJEC hc ]'IE.I:I. o EC[’ 3.”. thc faps CIOJ'IC IJCFD[C

word of what was happening spread among the participants. After the ini-

tial taps, most of the participants made it very clear they would never sub-

mit to such a pro-ctdurt again, so the PHS officials car]}' abandoned any

hope of making spinal taps a routine part of the annual checkup and the

ﬁvc-};car SUMVTYS, .FCE.[jﬂE t]'iv: SE'LIIEI}-" WD'LII.CI. CO”.E.PSE.. TIII'.'. III.D-EI.'GFS EE]{HD-W].'

cdgcd |:]'|n:},' could not use the Dnl},’ effective diagnosric pmccdurc available

to test the presence of one of the more serious complications of syphilis. Yet

the doctors knew the threat of ncums].rphi]is was real: 23 percent of the

participants had it in 1932 when the firse SUFVEY wis done, OF the first

participants cxamined once the Study ended, 16 percent had neurosyphi-

lis.

Finally. doctors who knew pcnicil]'m Was a n:mcd},' for 5},'p]1'1|i5 permit-

ted the Study to proceed because of apparent statistical safety based on the

CGJ’I[TD'.S\ dfﬂ.th rates. TJ.']C usc DF l'h'.'. EOHT[D].SF ].iFC*C’IPCCtE.ﬂC}" as thf [CsT O.F

saFcr}f Wwas qucstiunablc. It assumed the comparabi]it}r of the two groups

except for syphilis, an assumption later doctors expressly made. However,

the survey tcchniqucs urilized b}r Vonderlehr o get his initial sampl: were

wcightcu:l to pick up 5},']J]1jlitic persons u:rf'grca:cr than average hardiness, in

that they had survived syphilis thus far and were our doing heavy work.

Field hands and manual workers were mught oLt b}r Vonderlehr so that he

would not have to waste his Wassermann tests on women.

The later doctors assumed comparability because they had never read
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the file on how the syphilitics were sclected. They made the mistake of
relying on their predecessors’ writings, including its reports of the partici-
pants voluntecring in droves at churches and schools. But the doctors stopped
working at churches in January 1933, because for cvery man presenting
himself, three women would seck testing. If the doctors refused to trear
women, the men refused to cooperate because they thought the doctors
were from the Army. So the doctors went to the saw mills, the Public Works
employment centers, and into the fields with Keidel tubes. The Wasser-
mann positive rates with Keidel mbes were well below thase at the churches,
indicating that thosc syphilitics capable of doing heavy work were more
than usually sturdy. It should have been no surprise, given the relative har-
diness required to get into the two sample populations, that syphilitics in
later years might even be doing better than controls.

Nothing the doctars might have learned about untreated syphilis could
possibly justify this calculated mistrcatment of a group of United States
citizens. An added dimension of this tragedy is that the study was poorly
done in scientific terms. Nearly all these patients were given some treat-
ment with arsenicals or mercury, and often with both, in the course of the
initial 1932-33 survey. The amount was believed too small to have much
ctfect on the discase, but it ruined the study as onc of untreated syphilis.
The doctors botched the sample doing the short-term study, securing it by
going through the motions of treatment, before a long-term study was even
contemplated. Rather than call it quits, the doctors falsificd the sample
sclection procedure in their initial papers by arbitrarily defining the litele
treatment as no treatment at all. Although it baftled later doctors how so
many paticnts had gotten some, albeit obviously inadequate, treatment, no
one had read the files. The files were found in the Marional Archives, mean-
ing that an on-going medical experiment was conducted with no one in-
volved even knowing where the papers pertinent to its initial design and
carly years were kept.

The Settlement

The government did not bcgin to discuss the p&ssibilir}f of sertlement
until after we obtained much of the informarion detailed in the earlier
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chapters of this book and made it known by appropriate court pleadings
and briefs.

Ultimately, we were successful in getring financial compensation for
cach of the living participants and the heirs of deccased participants in the
Tuskegee Syphilis Study. In addition, the government was ordered to con-
tinue its health carc program for the living participants and widows and
children of any participants who tested positively for syphilis.

While the final $10 million settlement was not what [ had hoped to
receive for my clients, considering all of the facts and circumstances, it was
in my opinion fair and reasonable. This study started in 1932, There were
a multiplicity of legal problems that would have to be resolved if there had
been a crial. If this case were discovered today under the same facts and
circumstances, the value of the case would be substantially higher. When
the proceeds from the settlement were paid into court, the funds were placed
in an interest-bearing account. It took a number of years to locate all the
participants, and after the recipients had received the principal amount
there was accumulated interest to disburse. Thus, we had to verify again
whether the participants were living or dead, and if dead, whether there
were living heirs, and in all cases we had to find current addresses. This case
is still pending.

The scttlement was divided into four catcgorics:

(1) Living syphilitics reccived $37,500.

(2) Heirs of deccased syphilitics received $15,000.

(3) Living controls reccived $16,000.

(4) Heirs of deceased controls received 5,000,

The persons who suftered most and whose lives were at risk were the
syphilitics. Though many reccived some incidental or even accidental ercat-
ment over the years, they were never treated for syphilis during the experi-
ment, not cven after penicillin became available. The controls did not have
syphilis. Neither they nor their wives and children were at risk. That is why
there was a difference in the amounts for the syphilitics and the controls.

When the proceeds from the settlement were paid into court, the funds
were placed into an interest-bearing account. The next task was to locate
the living participants and the heirs of the deceased participants. This wasa
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major task and it ook years to accu:rmplish. Griginall}r. we did not know

who the heirs of the deceased participants were, so we had to find them.

When we b:gan to find heirs and ]Jmp]c realized there was money involved,

it became necessary to have hcarings to determine who were the |cgirimatc

heirs. The principal amount of funds were finally completely distributed in

1992, excepr for interest payments. Then, the process started all over again

o distribute the interest payments. Many who were paid prlnclpal AMOUNES

had died and we had to locate their heirs. However, more than six thousand

persons have received compensation. We are still looking for some heirs to

distribute interest money.

When it became generally known that money was available, some men

and women claimed Fa]s:l}f to have been in the Experiment. In instances

where participants were deceased, some falsely claimed to be heirs. As a

result, during the time when claims were being litigated, the court held

hcarings on conﬂiccing claims dcaling with heirs.

In addition to the financial sertlements, the government was ordered

to continue prm’iding other benefits inc]uding free health care for living

participants and to the families of syphilitic participants, as well as free

burial expenses for participants based on the cost of living index at the time

of their deaths.
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An Abrupt End to the Study

While we were developing the lawsuit in late 1972 and carly 1973, the
Study itsclf was finally getring the public spotlight that it had managed to
avoid for forty years. Jean Heller's first news report was published on July
25, 1972. The very next day, government spokesmen, including some from
PHS itsclf, began condemning the Study.

The various responses generally took the form of admitting that the
Study had been wrong, but that it had begun in an cra when both medical
and social conditions were very different. Outside agencies and institutions
which had been involved tried to shift the responsibility solely to the PHS.
Diespite the fact that in 1969 State Health Officer Dr. Ira Myers had ap-
proved continuing the Study under the auspices of the Macon County
Health Department, he now said Alabama health personnel had helped
PHS enly in “evaluation.” Macon County private physicians, who had agreed
in 1969 that the surviving syphilitics would not be treated, now said they
did not know that treatment was being withheld. The Tuskegee Vererans
Administration Hospital denied any dircer involvement. Tuskegee Insti-
tute issued a starement that irs staft and facilities had been used in the
1930s as a part of a large-scale anti-syphilis effort but that the Study had
been shifted to the local health department in the 1940s.

The federal government, meanwhile, quickly condemned the Study
and launched an investigation. By this time, the Study was operating under

100
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the Centers for Discasc Control in Atlanta, under the larger umbrella of
the U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare. Assistant Secretary
of HEW was Dr. Merlin K. Duval, into whose lap the Study fell. He de-
clared he was “horrificd” by the Study and on August 24, 1972, announced
that an investigation would be conducted by the Tuskegee Syphilis Study
Ad Hoc Pancl. Nine non-PHS employees, five of them African American,
were named to the pancl under the chairmanship of Dillard University
President Broadus Nathaniel Butler, a nationally prominent African Ameri-
can educator.
Drr. Butler's group was given three charges:

L. Determine whether the study was justified in 1932 and whether
it should have been continued when penicillin became generally avail-
able.

1. Recommend whether the study should be continued at this
point in time, and if not, how it should be terminated in 2 way consis-
tent with the rights and health needs of its remaining participants.

L. Determine whether existing policies to protect the righes of
patients participaring in health research conducted or supported by
the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare are adequate and

cffective and to recommend improvements in these palicies if needed.

The Ad Hoc Panel wasted little time in presenting its initial
recommendations, On October 23, 1972, temporarily bypassing charges [
and I1I, the Panel recommended the immediate termination of the Tuskegee
Syphilis Study and the provision of any medical care the surviving
participants might need.

On November 16, 1972, HEW Assistant Secretary Duval issued an
administrative order ending the Study.

The Pancl's work on the other charges continued through April 1973,
when it issued a final report declaring that even though there may have
been some scientific reason to conduct a bricf study in 1932, the overall
Study was cthically unjustified cven from the beginning; that the with-
holding of penicillin beginning in the 1940s was especially wrong; and that
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cuisting HEW/PHS safeguards were insufficient to protect subjects from
such studies,

In carly 1973, the specialists appointed by the Ad Hoc Panel to look
into methods of providing medical carc to the survivors agreed that Tuske-
gee Institute's Andrew Memorial Hospital was the best facility to provide
this care, and negotiations began with the hospital concerning funding and
the type and duration of the care to be provided.

After the Experiment became generally known, the Tuskegee Adminis-
trative Hoc Advisory Panel was appointed. This Pancl, among other things
recommended whether the Experiment should end. They invited Mr. Charlic
Pollard to appear before them. He accepted provided his counsel could
accompany him. They did not want him to attend with counsel. I wrote
requesting to appear before the Panel but was denied the privilege of ap-
pearing. Therefore, the Ad Hoc Panel joined the organizers of the Study in
failing to include the participants in deciding their own fate.

U.S. Senate Hearings

While the Ad Hoc Panel was doing its work and my law firm was
preparing for a possible lawsuit, Senator Edward Kennedy of Massachu-
sctts held hearings on human experimentation. Senator Kennedy was chair-
man of the Senate Subcommirtec on Health. I was invited on two scparate
occasions to bring participants to Washington to testity about their experi-
ences. | took four participants—Charlic Pollard, Herman Shaw, Carter
Howard, and Lester Scott—to Washington and they testified. Mr. Pollard
stated: “1 was going to school in 1932 when they came around and gave me
a blood test. They said I had bad blood . . . and they was working on it.”
Mr. Scott, who was recruited from his farm in 1932, stated: “I thoughe [
was getting shots for bad blood.” Asked by Senator Kennedy what he thought
of the study now that he knew its real purpose, Scortt said: *I don't think
much of it. They were just using us for something clse—for an cxperiment.
If they had told me, I would have gone to a family doctor and got treated.”
As a result of their testimony, Congress passed legislation which prohibits

this kind ofcxpcrimcn:a:ion from oCourming again,
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State of Alabama Response

Governor George Wallace declared soon after the Study was revealed
that an investigation would be held to determine if any Alabama laws had
been broken. A number of state health laws did seem to have been violared,
but no legal action was cver taken by the state other than to have state
attorncys defend the Alabama health officials we ultimately named as de-
fendants in the lawsuit. However, a bill to pay the participants or their heirs
twenty-five thousand dollars cach was introduced in Congress by Alabama
Senators John Sparkman and Jim Allen. No action was taken on the bill.
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Aftermach

The Tuskegee Syphilis Study ended in 1972, and the lawsuit resulting from
it was scttled in 1975, Yer almost a quarter-century later, the Study contin-
ucs to make news and stimulate the public interest. In examining the twenty-
five years that have passed since the Study was cxposed and the lawsuit
filed, some of the key arcas to consider include:

1. Its impact on standards and safeguards for medical and scientific
research,

2. Its racial dimensions and rolc in the human rights movement.

3. The importance of the case to the participants; notwithstanding the
attention given to the Tuskegee Syphilis Study, littde consideration has been
given to the participants’ own ideas or desires about long-term responses.

4. The worldwide journalistic, historical, and artistic interpretation the
Study has received.

Standards Resulting from the Study

Today, in order for the government, or anyone clse, to conduct such
studics, there must be proper protocol. There must be informed consent.
The persons must know they are involved in a study, and proper safeguards
must be in place so that their individual rights are protected.

The casc reaffirmed the principle that prior informed consent should
be obtained from individuals before they are allowed to participate in hu-

104
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man experimentations. Asa result of this, the government has re-evaluated
the use of human beings and experiments and has set minimum standards

in order to conduct human cxperimentations.

Racial and Ethnic Dimensions
Earlier, [ observed that the Dnl},’ participants in the Stud},'w:rc African-

American and that in my opinion, this Study would never have happencd
to white participants.

I saw the Experiment as a casc of racial discrimination and in that sensc
it became very personal to me, for I had dedicated my legal carcer to chal-
lenging the Jim Crow segregation under which the participants and [ were
born and lived. The Study was as racist as segregation in schoals, which 1
fought and won. [t was just as racist as scgregation in jurics, which I fought
and won. It was just as racist as segregation in the Alabama farm programs,
in housing, public accommedarions, and in the political process, all of which
[ fought and won. Twenty-five years later, President Clinton agreed with
me. He said: “To our African American citizens, [ am sorry that your fed-
cral government orchestrated a study so clearly racist.” The Study was con-
ducted solely with blacks when there were also whites in the communicy
who had syphilis, making this casc a great oppertunity to continuc to de-

stroy segregation and discrimination in another area, the health care field.

The Participants

The lawsuit was very important to the persons involved in it, not only
for the financial sertdement, the medical care, and the burial expenses which
they received, but for safeguards that were written so that other persons
would not become victims of similar studies.

The significance of this case was that the United States of America, in
ctfect, admitred to wrongdoing and was willing to compensate the aggricved
partics. This casc also demonstrated thar the judicial process is a viable
means of rectifying wrongs perpetrated against the citizens of this country
regardless of their race or cconomic status.

Onc important point which has been mentioned carlier but cannot be
overemphasized is that the syphilitic participants in the study were selecred
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because they had the discase for at least two to five years. Thus, they werc in
the secondary stage of the discase and were not contagious to others. The
lack of public awareness on this point is, I am sure, behind the question |
somctimes asked about how the surviving men were reccived in their com-
munitics after it was known that they were participants in the Study, and
some of them had syphilis. Few adverse reactions were reported to me.
Macon County has a small population of about 2,000, so with over 623
men being involved in the Experiment, many of the participants were re-
lated by blood or marriage to people throughout the County. Other par-
ticipants were leaders in the community, church, and civic and social life.
So the men themselves were generally accepted without stigma attached to
their having been invelved in the Experiment.

Another question that is asked i1s how the wives reacted when they
found out that their husbands were involved in the Experiment, especially
the syphilitics who had not been treated. Unfortunately, all of the wives of
the current living participants, except one, arc deceased. | posed this ques-
tion to the husbands, who said their wives ok the position that their
husbands were the same individuals as before they received this knowledge:
it had no adverse affect upon them. When vou have been married to a
person over the years, and you find out something, and the party still acts
the same as they have acted in the past, why should there be any real differ-
ence in that relationship? They did not permit the disclosure of this infor-
mation to affect that relationship.

This book is being published in 1998, so at this time it has been sixty-
six years since the Study began. Almost all of the participants—both syphi-
litics and controls—are deceased. However, seven of the men are still living
and several arc in remarkably good healtch for their ages.

It would be good to meet them:

* Mr. Crartie Porrarp is the original and the lead plainaiff in the
lawsuit. He and his parents, unlike most participants, were large landown-
ers in the Notasulga area since before the tumn of the century. He and his
father farmed cattle, corn, cotton, and other crops, and probably had the
first mechanical cotton picker in Macon County, certainly the first owned
by African Americans. So, he was well respected. Mr. Pollard was born
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April 13, 1906, in Macon Counrty. He was married to Louisa Woods for 54
vears and has one daughter, Ralphine Harper. He was educated at the Shiloh
School, which at that time only went through the seventh grade and for
only seven months a year. He has remained a life-long resident of Notasulga
and was one of the community leaders who worked for civil rights and
cooperated with Dr. C. G. Gomillion in helping to get African Americans
registered to vore and clected o public office. He is also a member of Shiloh
Missionary Baptist Church, where he was recruited to be a Study partici-
pant by Nurse Eunice Rivers and D, Murray D, Smith.

* Mr. Herman SHaw was born May 18, 1902, in Tallapoosa County,
just across the line from Macon County. His mother died and his father
moved to Plano, Texas, in 1909 where he was educated in the public schools.
In 1923, he studied Latin, Algebra, and Greek, and was an excellent stu-
dent. Had Mr. Shaw had the opportunity to go to college, he would have
excelled. He was marricd to Fannic Mac Greathouse for sixty-two years.
The Shaws educated their children well. Herman Shaw, Jr., received a B.S.
degree from Alabama A&M and a Master's from North Carolina A&T and
becamea principal in Erowah County. Mr. Shaw's daughter, Mary Mullins,
is a graduate of Tennessee A& University and worked as a professional and
legal sccretary in Tuskegee. He has six grandchildren and one great-grand-
child. For forty-four years Mr. Shaw worked ar the Tallassce Mill in Tallassee,
Alabama. The proud owner of a 1941 International tractor which is still in
good condition, he stll operates his farm and only recently sold his live-
stock. He has driven Buicks since 1914 and at age ninery-five is still driving
his 1989 Park Avenue. He belongs to the New Adka Baptist Church. In
recent years, he has served as spokesman for the participants.

* Mr. Carter Howarp was born February 18, 1904, in Macon County.
He grew up in the Oak Grove Community and went to a one-room school
where he completed the fifth grade. He is a bachelor who made his living as
a farmer and carpenter. He received a pacemaker recently and is in mar-
ginal health. Hunting has been one of his hobbies. He is a member of Mt
Ester AM.E. Zion Church.

* Mr. FreD Sivmons, according to the government’s records, was born
April 6, 1897, in Macon County, but his children say he say he is actually
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close to onc hundred and ten years of age. He was married to Margaret
Tolbert Simmons and they had twenty-one children of which seven are still
living. He has many grandchildren and great-grandchildren. He went to
the New Hope School, but received very little education, stopping in the
second or third grade. He is a member of Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church. His
work experience includes plowing, pulpwooding, public work on the rail-
road, and a little farming,

* Me. Ernest Henpon was born February 12, 1907, in Macon County.
He is single. He attended the Macon County Training School, finishing
the twelfth grade. He has about six or seven nicces and nephews. He is a
member of Sweet Pilgrim Baptist Church. He has been a farmer most of his
life and worked in Cleveland, Ohie, for a chemical company for about
twenty-cight years. He is in good health.

* M. Freperick Moss was born December 12, 1910, in Lee County,
Alabama. He has been married since 1936 to his wife, Beatrice, from Ma-
con County. He worked at the shell plant in Macon County and washed
cars. He was a member of Mt. Zion Baptist Church in Loachapoka and
sang in the choir. Poor health in recent years forced him to move into a
nursing home, first in Etowah County and, at this writing, in Tuskegee.

* Mk, GeorcE Kev was born April 9, 1907, in Macon County. He was
marricd for sixty years to his wife, Lucille, until her death in 1990. He
worked on farms, in public work, and on construction jobs. He now lives

in Massachuserts.

You have met the living participants. Much has been written about the
Tuskegee Syphilis Study and about the participants. From the beginning of
the Study until the end, and evening during the aftermath, very lictle con-
sideration has been given to them as individuals and what they want as the
legacy of the Study.

In recent years the living participants have reccived a modest amount
of public attention resulting from their mles in the Experiment. On Febru-
ary 6, 1997, I was invited to speak at Booker T. Washington High School
in Tuskegee, Alabama, during Black History Month. I invited Mr. Charlic

Pollard as my guest and introduced him to a warm ovaton. When the
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Macon County Democratic Club and the Macon County Democratic Ex-
ccutive Committee held their biannual banquet in 1992, it honored all
persons who were plaintiffs in civil rights cases in Macon County, includ-
ing the participants in the Tuskegee Syphilis Experiment. Mr. Herman Shaw
and Mr. Charlie Pollard were among those who attended. [n March 1998,
the men were again honored by the Macon County Democratic Exceutive
Committee and given a modest cash award. On April 4, 1998, in Atlanta,
Georgia, the Women of SCLC (Southern Christian Leadership Confer-
ence) awarded the men its Drum Major for Justice Award; former Ambas-
sador Andrew Young and Sccretary of Transportation Rodney Slater were
given a similar award at the program.

Miss Eﬂers’ﬁay‘

However, the most significant attention to the participants and to the
Study in recent years has come through the play and subsequent HBO
movic Miss Evers' Boys. These were dramatizations of the Study that focused
in large measure on the role of the woman who worked with the partici-
pants for practically its entire duration.

The play has been performed in Atlanta, Georgia, at the Alliance The-
ater and in Montgomery, Alabama, at the Alabama Shakespeare Festival,
and several other cities.

It is an understatement that the surviving participants did not like the
HBO movic. [ was extremely upset by this movie, too. The play was not as
objcctionable, but the movic version upscr those of us in Macon County so
much that, as we shall see in the next chapter, it played a role in securing a
Presidential apology for the Study.

Immediately after | saw Miss Evers’ Boys, | called my scererary and re-
quested that she arrange a meeting with the participants for Monday, Feb-
ruary 24, in my office so that they could view a tape of the movie. Mr
Charlie Pollard, Mr. Herman Shaw, Mr. Fred Simmons, and Mr. Carter
Howard responded. After viewing the movie they were mad, hurt, and fele
they had really been taken advantage of once again. They wanted me to do
somcthing so that the nation would know the movic was inaccurate. I told

them | would. This is the same thing I told Mr. Pollard twenty-five years
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carlicr, when he initially came in my office in July of 1972.

At the press conference called by the participants and held April 8,
1997, at the Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church, [ stated in derail the par-
ticipan:s' objcctiu:rns to Miss Fvers’ Bays. The points | outlined include:

1. The film did not accurately portray the participants or the events
and circumstances of the Study as the men had participated in it

2. The movic opened by stating that the men were solicited to partici-
pate in a program for the treatment of syphilis and that they were treated
for a period of time before funding became unavailable. The fact is, the
participants were never meaningfully ercated for syphilis from the begin-
ning of the Study to the end.

3. The film portrayed a Dr. Brady, an African American physician, as
the supervisor of the Study and as Nurse Evers's immediate supervisor. There
was no such African American who generally supervised Nurse Rivers nor
the Study. All the supervisors were whites. The persons who conceived and
sold the Study to the Public Health Service for funding were all whites. The
doctors who came to Macon County and cxamined the participants were
all whites. The white Macon County health officer, Dr. Murray D. Smith,
accompanicd Nurse Rivers when she was recruiting participants for the
Study.

4, Thus, the entire film shifts the responsibility for the Study from the
federal government to an African American doctor and an African Ameri-
can nurse. This Study was conceived, financed, executed, and administered
by the federal government. The African American medical professionals
who participated in it were victims as were the 623 African American par-
ticipants.

5. The film conspicuously omits the role that the Statc of Alabama,
through its health agencies, played in the Study. The Alabama Health De-
partment cooperated with the federal government in continuing net to
treat the participants afier penicillin became available, notwithstanding that
Alabama laws required such treatment.

6. The film used four characters who were referred 1o as “Miss Fvers'
boys" to represent all the 623 men in the Study. These men were basically
shown as musicians and dancers. That is not accurate. The men who par-
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ticipated in the Study, for the most part, were hard-working, repurable
persons in their communities. The depiction of them as dancers and “shuf-
fling sams” who lived a carcfrec cxistence of drinking, dancing, singing,
and cutting up, is a great misrepresentation of the way people had to work
in rural Macon County in the 1930s and 1940s just to make a simple
living. Viewers of the film would think that these four men were typical
not only of the other 619 men in the Study but also of other African Ameri-
cans who lived in Macon County at that time and even now. This is a
tremendous insult and a gross misrepresentation.

7. The film inaccurately represented the character of Murse Eunice
Rivers. Each of the participants, after reviewing the film, stated that Nurse
Rivers was always professional and courtcous to them. She did not accom-
pany them to juke joints. The participants did not dance, play music, and
entertain people at juke joints with Nurse Rivers. There is nothing in the
historical account and nothing that these men remember observing about
MNurse Rivers which would indicare that she had a love affair with one or
more of the participants as was sct forth in the film. Nurse Rivers did not
give penicillin to one participant and withhold it from all the others.

The participants and I were not the only ones who were troubled by
the film. Wichin a few days after the showing of Mess Evers' Bays, 1 received
telephone calls from several persons around the country who were upset
over the movic and who offered their assistance in getting the truth to the
media.

The interesting thing about Miss Eunice Rivers is that when you asked
any of the participants in the cxperiment, including those scven who arc
still alive, what they thought about her, the response was unanimous. Every
one of them believed that she was a fine person, she wasa professional, and
she treated them fairly. As a matter of fact, Charlic Pollard, Herman Shaw,
Fred Simmens, and Carter Howard, after viewing Miss Evers” Bays, were
astonished, because they felt Miss Rivers was improperly projected in that
movic. They did not believe that she treated any one of the participants
better than the athers, or that she had a love affair with one of them, or that
she took them to night clubs, danced, and drank corn liquor with them.
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Very few African Americans at that time had a cul]cgc educarion. Funice

Rivers was one of them. She finished Tuskegee Institute (now Tuskegee
University) and was a certified nurse. In the late 1920s Nurse Rivers had

been a demonstration agent with a mobile school that :augh: h}fgicnc and

health throughout the rural arcas. This was probably the only health service

thar many African-Americans received in Macon Counry at thar time. Then

she was a night nursing supervisor in the Andrew Memorial Hmpi:al at

Tuskegee Institute. And then she became the project nurse for a new health

program thar the United States ZOVEIMMENt was proposing to srud}f the

effects of unereated S}rphilis on African Americans.

It is interesting to note how the federal government felt abour Nurse

Rivers. Ower her rhlr:},'eplus year carcer with the Public Health Service, she

received many awards, including the Oveta Culp Hobby Award, which was

the highest award given by the PHS to its staff members and was presented

toherina ceremony in "Washington, DLC., In 1958,

Nurse Rivers devoted substantially all of her life to working with the

Stud}f participants over a Forl:},'-].rcar pcrin-d. The tragcd}r and the unforou-

nate part of it all is that she was so wmngﬁll]],r, and impmpcrl}r p-ortra],rcd in

Miss Evers” Boys.

The Trees Don't Bleed In Tuskegee

I have been critical of the movie Miss Evers” Boys because it is not fac-

t'I.IE.L and it CIOCE not E.CC'LIITEI.[CI}" PGHF&}’ IZI'lC I!'D-l'.'.S thal’ nurse Rivers or l'l'l':

participants p]a].-'td in the Stuu:l}r. There isa proper role for ]J]a},'s and movies

to play with reference to the Study. However, these plays and movies should

I:H.'. bascd on l'l'l'.'. FﬂCtS and Shﬂ'l.l]d E.ECLLFETC].}? IfPICSCﬂt []'ivt rolcs O.F QJ.I Eh'.'.

participants. | had the pr'wi]cgc of seeing sucha p]a},' while in Los .-*mgv:lcs.
California, in October 1997, The Trees Don't Bleed In Thskegee was written

b}r Duane Chandler while he was a student at Syracuse University. In re-

scan:]'iing the ]J]a},', he came o Tuskcgcc and interviewed several of the par-

ticipants and other persons in the community, including me as their atror-

ney. [ had the privi]cg: ofrcvicwing the Mmanuscripe before ir was produccd
|:|-}r Spencer Scort and prcscn:cd |:|].-r the Unity Pla}fcrs Ensemble of Los An-

geles.

Gray, Fred D.. Tuskegee Syphilis Study : The Real Story and Beyond.
Montgomery, AL, USA: NewSouth, Incorporated, 2002. p 112.
http:/site.ebrary.com/lib/iupui/Doc?id=10039021&ppg=107

Copyright © 2002. NewSouth, Incorporated. All rights reserved.

May not be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher, except fair uses permitted under U.S. or applicable

copyright law.

11/17/2011 6:09 PM



Tuskegee Syphilis Study : The Real Story and Beyond

48 of 60

FRED [n. GRAY

http://site.ebrary.com.proxy2.ulib.iupui.edu/lib/iupui/docPrint.action?encr...

113

In my opinion, the pla}r is factual, the drama is goou:l, and it is an

accurate portrayal of the participants. It also sends the correct message. It

placcs the rcspﬂnsibilil:},' of the Srud}f 5quarc|].-r upon the Unired States gov-

ernment. There is no effort wo shift blame from the government to Nurse

Rivers, to any African American doctors, or to anyone else. It simply “lets

the chips fall where rh::l,.r ma}f." P]a},’& like this one, which accuratcl}r de picts

whar occurred in rhv:Tuskcgcc S].-rphi]is Stud}'. need to be known and need

to be made into movies.

Media Tells the Story

Fortunately, the inaccurate movie Miss Evers” Boys has been just one

small part of the worldwide media atrention char has hc]pcd sprcad the
word about the Study. From the day the Study was made known in 1972,
there has been substantial press coverage. The extent of the coverage un-

I:I.D'I.Ibtfl:l.l.}-' inﬂucnc:d l'I'I.C S]JC‘CI:I. E.Dd t]'it cxrent DF thc govarnmen l':E FCSpOnsc

once the spotlight was turned on.

The initial coverage was short lived, and an occasional story app:arcd

in the media until abour a year later when 1 filed the suir and rcqucsrcd

$1.8 billion for the participants and their heirs. Again, there was some
press coverage, but it subsided. When the case was settled in 1975, there

was limited coverage.

The Study and the lawsuit have been the subject matter of various

television productions, theater productions, and the previously mentioned
book, Bad Blaad, by Jim Jones. The television productions included a docu-
mentary produced by NOVA for PBS Television in 1993, a European pro-
duction by Diverse Productions of London, England, in 1992, and a fea-
tured segment on ABC-TV's “Prime Time Live” in 1992, Mr. Herman
Shaw was on the Donahue Show in New York in 1995,
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The Presidential Apology

When I became counsel for the Tuskegee Study participants in 1972, my
immediate prioritics were to (1) stop the Study; (2) obtain treatment for
the living men; and (3) obtain compensation for them and their heirs. As i
turned out, the first of these took care of itsclf. Public pressure forced the
end of the Study within a few months of its exposure while we were still
rescarching the facts of the lawsuit. The various experts appointed by the
Dicpartment of Health, Education, and Welfarc also moved quickly to pro-
vide medical attention, and we subsequently made surc in the legal setile-
ment that this care would be comprehensive and life-long. Compensation
was also provided for in the settlement.

However, as counsel to the men, my collcagues and I had coneerns that
went beyond the lawsuit. We wanted to make sure that what happened to
these men would not be forgotten and that some lasting good would come
from the Experiment. In part, these concerns were addressed by the wide-
spread publicity, by the various hearings, and by the legislative and regula-
tory actions that resulted. After the disappointment of Miss Evers' Boys, we
realized that it was important that the nation fully understood what had
happened, realized the extent of the injustice that had been committed,
and made symbolic amends for it.

The marrer ofmaking amends was realized in the Presidential apﬂ]og}r

that accurred at the White House on May 16, 1997, “No power on Earth

114
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can give you back the lives lost, the pain suffered, the years of internal
torment and anguish. What was done cannot be undone. But we can end
the silence. We can stop turning our heads away. We can look you in the
cye and finally say on behalf of the American people, what the United
States government did was shameful, and [ am sorry,” said President Clinton.

The significance of this apology for the surviving participants and their
familics cannot be overestimated. Ironically, the events leading up to the
apology contained some of the same lack of openness and the same un-
democratic thinking that conceived the Study in 1932, For as the mancu-
vering toward the apology began, the Study participants were once again

left in the dark and completely ignored.
Background of the Apology

I received a phone call from a news reporter in February 1997 asking
me when President Clinton was going to make an apology to the partici-
pants in the Tuskegee Syphilis Experiment. The reporter assumed that since
[ represented the men, I would have some knowledge of the proposed apol-
ogy. | did not. In fact, | was really shocked to hear that such a move was in
the making without the involvement of the participants.

More calls came from other reporters, convincing me that this was
more than a rumor. When the original reporter made a follow-up call, I
commented that other reporters had been calling. Then it was her turn to
be surprised. She said she had merely been “floating a trial balloon” with
me about a tdbic she had heard from a source. T larer learned from an
article in fer Magazine that around this time the Congressional Black Cau-
cus had asked the President to make an apology, which perhaps was behind
the inquirics.

However, abourt the same time, Mr. Charlie Pollard's niece called and
said someonc from the Centers for Discase Control in Atlanta was coming
over to sec him. The CDC was the administrator of the Health Care and
Dieath Benefit Program for the Study participants and certain of the heirs.
[ have an abiding interest in this program as | insisted that the health care
program be made a part of the scrtlement agreement in Pollard v United
States to ensure that the benefits would continue regardless of changes in
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the White Housc or Congress. During the years immediately after the settle-
ment, | knew the young ladies who worked on a day-to-day basis with the
participants quite well. They kept me advised, and [ kept them advised on
the needs of the participants. However, as the CDC medical care became
routine and as the number of surviving participants dwindled over the years,
so did my contact with the Centers for Discase Control.

But, we learned that the CDC was also planning to visit other Study
participants. Various members of my staff made arrangements to be present
at these interviews, and afterwards we concluded that the CDC was check-
ing on the participants’ health. This was donc periodically. However, this
could also determine whether the participants were in condition to travel
to Washington, [).C. and lcarn the participants’ current opinions of the
health care program. During the interviews, no mention was made of an
apology.

Within the next few weeks, two important events happened:

First, I discovered that some cighteen months carlier, a Tuskegee Ex-
periment Legacy Committee met on the campus of Tuskegee University,
with onc of its purpases to scck a Presidential apology. The committee was
established without any input from or involvement by the Study partici-
pants. They were completely ignored. This was troublesome to them and
to me because this is typical of what whites have done to African Americans
over the years. In too many cases, whites belicved that they knew what was
best for blacks, and blacks did not have to be consulted. Now, African
Americans arc following the patterns scr by whites; now we don't consult
each other.

Seccond, Miss Evers’ Bays was shown on television, and several of the
surviving participants held a conference at my law office to view a tape of
the movie and to discuss a response. They asked me to write a letter [see
appendix] to President Clinton advising him that the participants joined
with others in requesting an apology. The letter should also ask that a per-
manent memorial be built in Tuskegee to recognize the role of the Study in
the movement for human and civil righes. Finally, if the President clecred
to make such an apology, they wanted to be included in the planning and

o l'akl.'. an active part in any QPDIDE}' coremony.
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In addition, they asked me to arrange a press conference at onc of the
sites where they had been recruited for the study in 1932 so that they could
tell the nation what they wanted as a result of their participation; they also
wanted the country ro know that they were joining with others in request-
ing an apology; and they also wanted to tell the nation that Mies Evers” Boys
was inaccurate and did not properly partray them or Nurse Rivers.

In essence, the surviving participants, all men now in their ninetics,
decided they wanted to take control of any further public discussion of
their lives, They asked me to help them, which | was only too happy to do.
The first person 1 discussed this with, of course, was my wife, Bernice.
Together, we began to make plans to implement their desires. We talked
about it, prayed over it, and concluded that we would go ahecad with the
press conference the men had requested.

Participants’ Press Conference

The press conference was held April 8, 1997, in Notasulga at the Shiloh
Missionary Baptist Church, the church Mr. Charlic Pollard attends and
where he was recruited for the Study sixey-five years carlier.

We felt that given the opportunity and enough background informa-
tion to whet their interest, the media would want to see the men, ralk with
them, sce some of their family members, and learn why the men waneed a
presidential apology. Press releases were prepared and sent, and on the day
before the press conference, the news media was already pouring into
Tuskegee and Macon County. On Apnil 8, the day of the press conference,
State Highway 81 from Tuskegee to Notasulga was very busy.

Rev. Hall, pastor of the Shiloh church, welcomed everyone to the church
and led the singing of “Old Time Religion,” prayed, and introduced me. [
thanked all who made the press conference possible® and explained that we

held it ar Shiloh Missionary Baprist Church because i is the site where

*These included the officials of the church; Shirley Johnson, a very active worker in the
community; Deborah Gray; Joanne Bibb, my administrative asdstant; and other members
of our staff who were present, induding Trudy Powell, Fred 1) Gray [, Bridget Gray,
Ernestine 5. Sapp, Walter E. McGowan, Stanley E Gray, and Allan Mathanson. Elected
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Charlic Pollard was recruired as a participant in the Tuskcgcc S}rp]'iili,s Ex-

periment, several of the participants are buried in the nearby cemetery, and

the church had been the community tocal point for ubcaining the riEht o

vote. | rcc::-gnizcd the 623 participants of the Experiment, and introduced

the living participants who were present: Charlie Pollard, Herman Shaw,

Carter Howard, Fred Simmons, and Frnest Hendon, We also rccugnizcd

the 615 men who had died, alu:-ng with my wife, Bernice, who had ]JELSSCCI.

recently. We had a moment of silent prayer on behalf of all of them.

I gave a brict history of the Study and made several major points: the

pmduction of Miss Evers' Boys was wrong; the participants wanted to join in

the request for an apology; and the participants wanted to have constructed

n Tuskcgcc 4 permanent, ph }fsical, structure that would not Dﬂl};’ recognize

the contributions they made, but also the contributions that ather persons

have made in the human and civil rights field. Then I introduced the par-

ticipants, and Mr. Shaw made remarks,

The press then asked questions. 1. What difference would it make if

the President issued an apu:rlu:rg}r to you and the rest of the men? Mr. Shaw

answered, “It would make a great contribution, because we ﬁEurcd we have

been left out and used as guinea pigs. And, so, we would be very apprecia-

tive, if he made the apﬂlng}f." 2. You mentioned the State of Alabama's role;

would a prcsid ential apu:rl-:rg}' also eradicare the need of some similar to the

apology? Arc you asking Governor [Fob] James to do the same? T answered,

“We hadn't asked Governor James to do the same. [ think you raised a very

interesting question, because the Stare of Alabama did participate from its

inception. After penicillin became available, there was a meeting in Mont-
gomery with the State Health Officials and t]‘iv.‘.}’ decided to continue the

program and not to administer the pcnicillin to us. It would be appropriate

if Governor James apologized.”

officials who were present and were recognized included Tuskegee Mayor Ronald Williams:

Macon County Commission Chairman [esse Upshaws Shenff David Warren: Macon County
Board of Education members Conna Bradford and Sanley E Gray; Auburn School Boand
member Clina White, Sergeant Willie B Whitehead, vice president of Macon County Grey-

hound Park, was also n:mgnixud.
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There were also gquestions from the audicnce, and several Famil}r mecm-

bers of the participants in the Experiment. Family members of the deceased

participants also voiced their views.

When the press conference ended, many picrures were made. The men

were moved to the fellowship hall for refreshments and continued to be

available to the media for pictures and inrerviews. In my opinion, the me-

dia did an excellent job of covering the press conference. After the press

conference, some media persons saw and filmed the school where the carly

meetings were held. Some made pictures at the cemetery and others did

their stories from thar site.

Immediately the Tuskegee Syphilis Experiment was a top story of the

Major NEWSPapers across the nation and around the world. It was also a

lcad story on all networks that evening and the next morning, As a resultof

the press conference, in less than six hours, the White House announced

that President Clinton would malke an apﬂ]og}n

The hard work of the past two months had paid off. The press confer-

CIWCC Was a4 SUCCCss,

Preparations for the Apology

The next da}'. [ recerved a t:lcp]‘mn: call from White House liaison

Ben Johnson indicating that the President would make an apology to the

participants, No details were available, but I was assured that the White

House would be in contact and the participants would be invelved.

One concern of the Administradon was whether the living participants

and some family members of deceased participants could travel o Wash-

ington if the ceremony was held ar the White House. OF course, if the

Ceremony was held in Tuskrgcc. more local pcuplc could be involved. [

wanted the apology to occur in Tuskegee for the following reasons: (1) the

wrong to be addressed had occurred in the Tuskcgcc Macon County com-

munity, and it would subsmn:ia]l}f hclp the hcaling process, if the President

could come to the same area where the wrong occurred, and look us all in

the eye and make the apology; (2) consideration should be given to the

|'uf'mg participants whose ages rangcd from cigh[}rrscvcn to more than one

hundred years.
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Notwithstanding our request, it quickly became apparent that the apol-
ogy would rake place in Washington. We were assigned the task of gather-
ing the sccurity clearance information of the living participants and their
cscorts. Each participant would be able to invite onc person as his cscort.
The Centers for Discase Control handled arrangements for family mem-
bers of deccased participants. The Centers for Discase Control would also
be responsible for the transportation, hotel accommodations, and other
incidental expenses for all persons attending.

The next few wecks were intense. Arrangements were made for travel
and for a satcllice broadcast of the ceremony to be held simultancously at
Tuskegee University so local persons could participate. We ficlded many
media requests for intervicws.

Two last-minute interviews [ was especially happy to arrange. Nation-
ally syndicated radio talk show host Tom Joyner is a Tuskegee native and a
graduate of Tuskegee University. | did not mind getting up at 5:55 a.m. an
May 15, 1997, to be on his show, to tell his national audience about the
history of the Study and that in a few hours four of the cight living partici-
pants would be leaving for a mecting with the President. [ was also happy
for Karen Gray Houston, my nicce who is a news reporter with a Washing-
ton, D.C., television station to interview me and Mr. Herman Shaw about
why this apology was important. [ explained that even though the govern-
ment had scttled the lawsuit and paid compensation, it had never acknowl-
cdged responsibility. Even though it was a long time coming, the apology
meant that the federal government which planned, exccuted, and financed
this inhumane program for over forty years, had finally decided to admit
liability. | was happy that the government acknowledged, notwithstanding
how powertul it is, it also makes mistakes, This is the way it should be. It
strengthens our faith and confidence in our government.

As | prepared to board the bus that would take us to the Atlana air-
port, | felt an emptiness that I could not quite overcome. My wife, Bernice,
who had been by my side for more than forty years, who motivated me,
and who helped me with this casc and cven with the strategy behind the
press conference which moved the President to respond, would not be able
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10 aCCOMpPany me to Wa.shingmn, because the Lord had seen fit wo call her.

She died unexpectedly on March 18, 1997,

The Trip to Washington

This would be the first time in the nation’s capital for most of those
going, and the historic significance of the cvents that were to occur had
cveryonc in a statc of high cxcitement. We were accompanicd by staff mem-
bers of the Centers for Discase Control—including a doctor in case anyone
got ill. On the bus to the Atlanta airport were four participants: Mr, Charlic
Pollard, Mr. Herman Shaw, Mr. Carcer Howard, and Mr. Fred Simmons.
Joining us at the Atlanta airport was Mr. Frederick Moss who is a living
participant and at that time lived in a nursing home in Glencoe, Alabama
(he now lives in a nursing home in Tuskegee). Also on the bus were
Gwendolyn Cox, Bernice Tolbert, Eva Parker, Joanne Bibb, Fred Simmons,
James Michacl Simmons, Fred I, Gray, Fred D Gray, Jr., Fannic Mirchell,
Diara Banks, Lucille Smich, Ola Talbert, and David Allen.

After we were settled on the bus there were several announcements.
Rosa Purman of the Cenrers for Disease Conrrol’s Health Care Benefi
Program, coordinated the trip with the participants, the widows, and heirs.
She gave us an overview of the trip and introduced several other CDC
staffers who were along to make surc thar the participants, the widows,
children, and grandchildren would be comfortable, and that their needs
would be met. They wanted to make this not only a historical trip, but also
an cnjoyable one.

Joining us in Atlanta for the flight to Washington were Dr. William C.
Jenkins, Manager of the CDC's Participants Health Benefit Program, and
scveral other nurses, family members of participants, CDC stafters, and
news media.

We had an uncventful trip, arriving in Washington late in the afrer-
noon. We checked into our hotel rooms and those who could relax for a
while did so, while others of us responded to the continuing multitude of
media interview requests.

When [ arrived in my room there were twenty-five telephone messages

Gray, Fred D.. Tuskegee Syphilis Study : The Real Story and Beyond.
Montgomery, AL, USA: NewSouth, Incorporated, 2002. p 121.
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/iupui/Doc?id=10039021&ppg=116

Copyright © 2002. NewSouth, Incorporated. All rights reserved.

May not be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher, except fair uses permitted under U.S. or applicable

copyright law.

http://site.ebrary.com.proxy2.ulib.iupui.edu/lib/iupui/docPrint.action?encr...

11/17/2011 6:09 PM



Tuskegee Syphilis Study : The Real Story and Beyond

57 of 60

122 THE TUSKEGEE SYPHILIS STUDY

from various media people. Of course, we did not want to offend any of the
news people, because we needed them, not only to continue to get our
message out about the participants in the Experiment and the apology, but
for the work that lay ahead in connection with the development of the
Tuskegee Human and Civil Rights Multicultural Center. I went through
that list of twenty-five calls and returned cach onc of them. Among the
calls was one from Congressman John Conyers of Michigan. | have known
Congressman Conyers for many years. When Mrs. Rosa Parks left Mont-
gomery in the 19505, she went to Detroit, Michigan, and was given a job in
Conyerss office. 1 had closc tics with him. He wanted me to mect with
members of the Congressional Black Caucus prior to the White House
ceremony on Friday so that we all would be unified in terms of what we
wanted in addition to the apology. [ told him of the plans for the Tuskegee
Human and Civil Rights Multicultural Center. He wanted me to talk with
Congressman Louis Stokes of Ohio and Congresswoman Maxine Warers
of California. I told him where I was, and he said he would arrange a mect-
ing with them at my hotel. I have known Louis Stokes of Cleveland for
many years. [ was a good friend of his brother, Carl Stokes, former mayor
of Cleveland, where I went to law school,

That evening we had a very nice time at a reception held in the partici-
pants honor by the National Bar Association. President Lawrence Bozé,
Exccutive Director John Crump, and many other African American law-
vers from the Washington arca were present. I am a former president of this
national lawyers’ group, which dates back to the time when black lawyers
were not allowed membership in the American Bar Association.

Immediately after the reception, we convened a business mecting with
the participants and heirs. | brought them up to date on the formation of
the Tuskegee Human and Civil Rights Multicultural Center. Then there
was a mecting with Dr. David Satcher, direcror of the Centers for Discase
Control, who has subsequently become the Surgeon General of the United
States. Dr. Satcher is an Alabamian. He answered questions about the CDC
and outlined the schedule we would follow the next two days.

Later that evening I met with Congressman Louis Stokes of Ohio and
Congresswoman Maxine Waters of California. I gave them a package which
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Ei'.'lnl'ﬂlll'll.'.d 4 copy OF my srarement to I]C I.'ClCESL‘d E.F['CI t]'iv: HPGIOE'_!.-' CCr=

emony, the statement of participant Herman Shaw, and a copy of the Ar-

ticles of Incorporation for the Tuskcgcc Human and Civil Ri.EhtS

Multicultural Cenrer. Stokes and Waters indicated that thc}? would su pport

what we were trying to do and asked me to keep them informed.

The Day of the Apology

The next morning, we went by bus to the White House. The five living

participants and their cscorts, the family members representing the threc
living participants who couldn’t make the trip, and my son Fred Jr. and I

were escorted into the Blue Room for a private meeting with President

Clinten and Vice President Gore, The others in our group were escorted

dircctly to the East Room to await the actual ceremony.

As we entered the front door of the White House, a military band was

pla}ring chamber music, A mlll:ar}r escort carried us into the Blue Room.

Finally the President and the Vice President came and grected us. They

went to cach individual, shook hands, cxchangcd greetings, and poscd for

PI'LDEDETEI.]JI'LS.

When the President came to me, | reminded him about the book I had
given him in 1996, He said, “Oh yes, I remember Bus Ride Ta Justice. You

gave it to me when [was in Birmingham.” I laughingly told him that [ “just

happened” to have a photo of the time I presented it to him and would

appreciate his autographing it. He wrote: “To Fred Gra}r—Wit]'i Eratil:ud:

for your liferime of labor for freedom and cqualir}'. Bill Clinton.” He ex-

pressed his appreciation for the work I had done for the participants over

tJ.']C Vears, and Was dfllE]‘itCl:l t]'ial: I was ab]c [{u] accompany l'h'.'.JTl o tl'lt

Coremony.

Afrer we mer the President, we were escorted into the East Room and

Statfl:l. at l'I'lC FDIJJ'I[' GF TJ.']C AREC ﬂ?lb].'.'.d D05, TI'I.CL'C wWds I:I[JICF. Cxpec tant wait,

and [ am confident that everyone there was rcﬂccting on the historic nature

of the events that were unfolding. I know [ was. [ was also thinking that I

was present because God had given me the Op portunity to serve the partici-

pants as l'hl.'.jr al'l'Dl'nC}'.

The role of civil rights lawyers is an interesting one. I knew from long
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cxpericnce that once a civil rights legal victory is accomplished, everybody
somchow assumes that it just happened. Often there is no real understand-
ing for the role of the lawyers and staff members who work very, very hard
on legal matters involving civil and human righes. Hours upon hours of
time went into the lawsuit over the Tuskegee Syphilis Experiment. In re-
cent months, it took tremendous amounts of time and effore to make sure
that the media were appropriately courted, nourished, and encouraged to
come and cover the press conference in Notasulga, which set the stage for
the Presidential apology. We knew that if we could get the media to come
to Notasulga, the participants—Herman Shaw, Charlic Pollard, Carter
Howard, and Fred Simmons—would sell themselves. They are truly men,
men with pride, men with a decp fecling of commitment. | knew that they
would be able, in their own humble ways, to present themselves in such a

fashion that we would all be proud. And they did.

Apology Ceremony

Everyone was scated in the East Room. The band played “Hail to the
Chief” and the President, Vice President, and Dr. Satcher entered. The
President grected Mr. Shaw, whom 1 had selected to speak for the partici-
pants and was scated on the podium. This was a very impressive scene. On
the side and in the back were whart scemed to be hundreds of media repre-
sentatives. On the right side, there were dignitaries and further over in
another section included delegates from the Congressional Black Caucus,
White House personnel, other Congresspersons, and African American presi-
dents of various organizations invited by the President.

Vice President Gore opened the ceremony by welcoming the guests® to
the White Housc and giving the order of the program for this very impor-
tant ceremony. He welcomed the five living participants present, and indi-

cated that th:}' would be inu:li'.'iduall}f rccognizcd later.

*The five living participants; the heirs of deceased participants; Congressman ohn Glenng;
Congresswoman Maxine Waters of California, the Chair of the Congressional Black Cau-
cus, Congressman Louis Stokes from Ohio, who works with the Congressional Black Cawcus
on health issues; the Secretary of Labor, Alexis Herman, from Mobile, Alabama; Rodney
Slater, Secretary of Transportation; and the heads of many African American organizations
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Vice President Gore commented on the tragedy of the Experiment,
saying, “Medical professionals willingly and intentionally let human beings
suffer from a trearable, and then later a curable illness . . . Tt was a disgrace-
ful cpisode for American scientists. We fecl the repercussions still, remors
of distrust that have not yet disappeared. To this day, the Tuskegee Study
makes some Americans think twice about donating blood, taking their chil-
dren for vaccinations or signing an organ donor card. But out of this sad
incident, we can learn, we can find healing, and we can vow that such
hideous cpisodes will never occur again.”

He introduced Dr. Satcher, who said, “Today is a historic event. As our
President acknowledges the tragedy of the U. 5. Public Health Services'
Syphilis Study in Tuskegee and apologize on behalf of the government for
decisions made many years ago that still haunt us, we open a new chapter
in public health. . .. The race for scientific discovery is important, but must
never overshadow our commitment to human dignity. We must hold our-
sclves to the highest cthical standards, never stop monitoring our progress,
and always be open to public scrutiny, and willing to admit our mistakes.”

Dr. Sarcher introduced Mr. Herman Shaw.

Mr. Shaw received a standing ovation, which he richly deserved. As
sat and listened to Dir. Satcher introduce Mr. Shaw, [ reflected on the firse
time he came into my office. Twenty-five years carlicr, none of us would
have believed that Mr. Shaw would not only have won his case and a place
in United States” history, but he would have the rare opportunity of person-
ally meeting and shaking hands with the President, having photographs
taken with him, being escorted into the East Room of the White House,
grected and embraced by the President, and now, in onc of the grearest
moments of his life, he had the opportunity of making remarks and intro-
ducing the President. That is the kind of involvement that the participants

III.'.'.S'.'.J."I.’CEI.

that were invited to attend the Ceremmony. Healso .IE]'LI'IL'IF.']IR.‘I._E_E\CI the presence of the heads of
many organiztions in the health cre feld, particularly those who fought to eradicate AIDS,
including acknowledging the presence of Dr. Benjamin E Payton, President of Tuskegee
University, and [r. Henry Foster, former obstetrician and a resident of Tuskegee, who was
nominated for Surgeon General.
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Mr Shaw said he was spcak_i ng on behalf not on]}f of those who were in
the audience but also of those whe could not artend, some of whom had
died during the SELIC[}-’. He thanked President Clinton for nviting the group

to the White House. He then went on to say:

It has been over sixty-five years since we entered the program. We
arc delighted today to close this very tragic and painful chapter in our
lives. Wi were treated unfairly—to some extent like guinea pigs. We
were not pigs. We were not dancing boys as we were projected in the
maovic, Mies Evers' Bops. We were all hard warking men. and not boys,
and citizens of the United Seates. The wounds that were inflicted upon
us cannot be undone. T am saddened today to think of those whe did
not survive and whose families will forever live with the knowledge
that their death and suffering was preventable.

Mr. President, we want to also thank our lawyer, Artorney Fred
Gray, [standing ovation] whe has represented us during these twenry-
five years, and who has helped to make this day possible.

This ceremony is important because the damage done by the
Tuskegee Syphilis Study = much deeper than the wounds any of us
may have suffered. It speaks to our faith in government and the ability
of medical science to serve as a force for good.

As 1 said at the press conference ar Shiloh Missionary Baprisc
Church in Notasulga, on April 8, in addition to an apology, we want
o canstruct in Tuskegee a permanent memorial. A place where our
children and grandchildren will be able to see the coneributions thar
we, and others, made to this country. [ am glad that T helped form the
Tuskegee Human and Civil Rights Multicultural Center which will
be for the purpose of creating such a lasting memorial.

In my opinion, it 15 never too late to work to restore faith and
trust. And so, a quarcer of a century after the Study ended, President
Clinton’s decision to gather us here; to allow us o put this horrible
nighrmare behind us as a nation, is a most welcomed decision.

In order for America to reach its fullest potential we must be onc

America—Dblack, red and white rogether, trusting each other, caring
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for cach other, and never allowing this kind of rragedy which hap-
pened tous in the Tuskegee Study to ever occur again.

Mr. President, words cannot express my graticude to you for bring—
ing us here today—for doing your best to right this tragic wrong, and
resolving that America should never again allow such an event to oc-
cur again.

Ladics and gentlemen, T give you the President of the United

Seates.

There was another standing ovation for Mr. Shaw. To sce Mr. Shaw so
ably address the issues that he needed to touch in making remarks about
the Study was exhilarating. This cerrainly was the highlight of his life, and
onc of the highlights of mine. When Mr. Shaw acknowledged me as the
participants attorney and for helping to make this day possible, 1 received
astanding ovation from those present in the East Room of the White House.
It was a very humbling experience for me and very moving, as it was a few
minutes later when President Clinton recognized me, saying, *. . . a great
fricnd of freedom, Fred Gray, thank you for fighting this long battle for all
these long years.” I wish Bernice could have been there. When I accepted
this casc some twenty-five years agp, | never thought about an apology. I
never thought about a ceremony at the White House, I never thoughe that
onc of the participants would ever have the privilege of personally visiting
the White House, shaking the President’s hands, making pictures with him,
and expressing his views on the tragedy of his involvement, and the in-
volvement of his colleagues in the Tuskegee Syphilis Experiment. T just
wanted to help the men who had been mistreated and betrayed.

I sat on the front row on the right side facing the podium. I had a good
view of Mr. Shaw presenting the President. | observed the thundering ap-
plause with cveryone standing. As | watched the President come to the
podium, there was a great moment of anticipation. This is the moment the
participants hoped for, prayed for, and waited on for sixty-five vears. It was
about to happen. Year after year and time after time, the participants were
mistreated, ignored, taken advantage of, but now they were the stars and
were about to hear the President of the greatest nation in the world express
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to them, their families, the Macon County community, and to the world

the official position of the United States government.

President Clinton then gavea tremendous spccch. [t was sincere; it was

factual; it was filled with emotion; it was from the hearr; and ar points,

there were tears in his eyes. He did not bite his tongue in expressing the

wrongs CD-I.Timi.E'[CEI. IJ}- l'I'I.'.'. ED‘-’CFJ'IMCHL

This was a pnwv:ri:ul, emotional moment for many in the room, and i

certainly was for me. As [ listened to the President, | remembered that first

l:la].-r when Mr. Pollard came into my office wanting me to hclp him. He was

Sﬂl:ll:lf nfl:l HJ'ICI angry b}? Whﬂt I'llS FEI:I.C EEI govCrn ment hﬂd donc o hjﬂ‘.l. Ower

the next quarter century I worked on his behalf and that of the other 622

participants. The lung bacele bcgan with the ﬁling of the lawsuit in the
Middle District of Alabama arguing that these men had been betrayed and
their constitutional rights had been violated. Now, twenty-five vears later,

we were at a White House ceremony and the President was saying whart we

had said then. The more I listened to the President speak, the more over-

come with emotion [ became.

The President said che “survivors of the 5}-’]J]lej5 5rud}r arTusL'.cEc: arc a

living link to a time not so very long ago that many Americans would

PI'CF{J.' nor oo rcmcmbcr. IJI.LT Wi dal’t not FG[ECE.“ T]'iv: PI’CSiIEICI'lt Furthcr

SlTC'SSCd Thf impﬂrtancc GF rcmcmbcring E]'it ]JEI..SI VLN thﬂugh shamcful,

but it is necessary in order that we may amend and repair our nation; and

Wil’l‘lDL‘It rcmcmb-cring i.‘t. Wi cannot makc E.ﬂfltﬂlii E.J'IIEI W Cannot go FO L=

wan:l.

He then proceeded to make the apology.

Sp:aking dirccl:]].r to the participants, and families who were involved,

he not on]}' ap-n]ogizcd for their involvement, but for the |v:ngth of time it

took the apology to come. He extended it “to Macon County, to the City

DFTuskcE::, to the doctors who had been wmngi:ull],r associated with the

event thar ook p]acc, Tuskcgcc University, and to the |argv:r African Ameri-

can community.” As I stated carlier in this book, Tuskegee Institute (now

Tuskegee University), Murse Rivers, and the entire community were taken

advantagc of. The President rccognizccl this and he apo]ogizcd to them.

After the President made this apolagy, he then did what [ believe to be

Gray, Fred D.. Tuskegee Syphilis Study : The Real Story and Beyond.
Montgomery, AL, USA: NewSouth, Incorporated, 2002. p 128.
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/iupui/Doc?id=10039021&ppg=123

Copyright © 2002. NewSouth, Incorporated. All rights reserved.

May not be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher, except fair uses permitted under U.S. or applicable

copyright law.

11/17/2011 6:13 PM



Tuskegee Syphilis Study : The Real Story and Beyond

4 of 50

FRED [n. GRAY 129

the initial commitment for bringing people together. He stated, that what
happened in the Tuskegee Syphilis Experiment “can never be allowed to
happen again.” Because “it is against everything our country stands for and
what we must stand against is what it was.”

The President acknowledged that this study has done a great deal to
divide our people, and that we cannot ignore a whole segment of our na-
tion, because the nation must be built on trust, not just on onc segment of
the community but all of it. So, the presidential apology is simply the first
step. Then he proceeded to announce five other steps that would be done.

First, the government would help to build that lasting memorial at
Tuskegee Mr. Herman Shaw was talking about in his remarks. The Presi-
dent further announced that the Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices will award a planning grant to Tuskegee University for establishing a
center for bioethics and research and health care.

Secondly, the President said that the government is committed to in-
creasc its community involvement so that it may begin restoring lost trust,
and the study at Tuskegee will assist in that regard. He turther stated that
he was dirccting the Secretary of Health and Human Services, Donna Shalala,
to issuc a report in 180 days about how the government can best involve
communitics, especially minority communitics, in rescarch and health care.

Third, the government commirted itself to strengthening rescarch train-
ing in biocthics.

Fourth, the government pledged to increase and broaden our under-
standing of cthical issues and clinical rescarch. The government commitred
itselt to providing post-graduate fellowships to teach bioethics especially
among African Americans and other minoritics. Those fellowships will be-
gin in Scptember of 1998, Finally, by cxccutive order he was extending the
charter of the National Bioethics Advisory Commission to October of 1999,
That Commission is charged with the responsibility of finding ways to
further strengthen the protections for subjects in human rescarch.

He concluded his speech by saying:

We face a challenge in our time. Science and technology are rap-

idly changing our lives with the promise of making us much healthier,
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much more productive and mare prosperous, But with these changes

we must work harder to see thar as we advance we don't leave behind

our conscience. Mo gmund is g;.sini:d and, indeed, much is lost if we

lose our moral bearings in the name of progress.

This was a tremendous spc:ch. It was and 1s the bcginning of the heal-

ing process. The President bv:gan |:|}r saying, “Tam sorr}:“ He concluded b]r'

saying “only you have the power to forgive.”

The Simulcast

The apology ceremony was telecast live on CNN. A special satellite

feed was ser up and sent o Tuskcg:c University, where it was shown live in

the Kellogg Conference Center, thus including in the day’s events many

local people who were not able to make the trip to Washington. Foremost

among these were Srud}r participants Mr. Ernest Hendon and Mr. Sam

Doner, and family members. Mr. Dioner’s health was so poor that he had to

be bmught b}' ambulance and wheeled into the Kcl]ogg Center ina hospi-
tal bed. He has since died. That Mr. Doner would come to the simulcast in

such a delicate health condition is a witness to the personal meaning of the

E.Flﬂ]ﬂg:r’ 1] thf Imen Whﬂ WCIre i.l'l"f'Dl'l.’Cd.

Post-ceremony Press Conference

In my opinion, these men rrul}; have fn:-rgivcn. As counsel for the par-

ticipants, | made a statement after the ceremony [sec appendix] thanking

the living participants and their families for coming o Washington, and

tor their participation in the program, | extended my p-crs::-nal appreciation

to the President for the apulug}:

In addition to my address to the press, Dr. Payton, the President of

uskegee University, and many other persons made comments. The news
T kcg 1, 1 d 3 h P d ts. Th

of the prcsidcmia] apﬂlog}f Wis 4 Prominent story across the nation in the

evening news. It was also the front page headlines in all majornews papers

on Satun:la].-r, May 17, 1997, with a picture of the President cmbrac'mg Mr.

Herman Shaw during the ceremony.

As I looked back at the ceremony and as I indicated in my letter to the

Gray, Fred D.. Tuskegee Syphilis Study : The Real Story and Beyond.
Montgomery, AL, USA: NewSouth, Incorporated, 2002. p 130.
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/iupui/Doc?id=10039021&ppg=125

Copyright © 2002. NewSouth, Incorporated. All rights reserved.

May not be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher, except fair uses permitted under U.S. or applicable

copyright law.

11/17/2011 6:13 PM



Tuskegee Syphilis Study : The Real Story and Beyond

6 of 50

FRED [n. GRAY 131

President on behalf of the participants on May 21, 1997, after thanking
him for the apology I said, “Your consoling words and forthright candor
with reference to the Study and the sincere way you spoke and apologized
will remain forever in our hearts. You are truly a President who cares for all
of the citizens of the nation. On their behalf, we humbly and respectfully
accept the apology, and forgive the government for its misconduct.” So the
President has apologized, and he said on behalf of the country he was sorry.
He said to the participants “only you have the power to forgive,” and they
have forgiven. Now we move on towards the cstablishing of that perma-
nent memorial in Tuskegee.

Once the ceremony ended, the participants and all of the other per-
sons went to the State Dining Room of the White House for a reception.
Later they boarded buses and returned to the hotel. They could enjoy the
balance of the day at their leisure. I spent the evening answering media
questions and looking forward to where we go from here.

The next morning we packed carly and made arrangements for the
return trip to Tuskegee. First, the bus ride from the hotel to the airport.
Dhuring that ride | had one final opportunity to speak not only to those
who had come with us from Tuskegee, the five participants, but there were
some others who came from other places from across the country who were
also on the bus going to the airport. [ conducted a business meering as we
went to the airport. In the mecting they ratified and confirmed the fact
they wanted me to write a letter to the President accepting the apology. 1
told them that | would also writc them and keep them posted on what we
were doing in connection with the Tuskegee Human and Civil Rights
Multicultural Center. They again ratified and confirmed the fact that what
they were interested in is that a permanent memorial be established in
Tuskegee and their support of the Tuskegee Human and Civil Rights
Multicultural Center.

Going back to Tuskegee, we had an opportunity to think about the last
forty-cight hours. They were full; they were rewarding; they were enrich-
ing. It was a step back into history and a leap into the furure. No one knows
where it is going to cnd, bur it is well on its way towards being whar it
should be. The plane trip from Washington to Atlanta was quict. Everyone
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was reflecting on what had happened. We cxchanged conversations wich all
of the people on the bus and the plane and from Washington to Tuskegee.
We decided since the next day was Mr. Shaw's birthday to have a parey.
CDC staffers made arrangements to have a birthday cake ready for him in
Tuskegee upon our arrival. Upon our arrival, we went to our office in
Tuskegee, and had a birthday party for Mr. Shaw. We had a big cake, sang
happy birthday, and cxpressed our appreciation for the manner in which he
delivered the remarks on behalf of the participants. [t was a grand day.
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The Legacy

What a difference twenty-four years make. When the lawsuit on behalf of
the partcipants was filed in 1973, the United States of America was willing
to admit only that the participants in the Study were African American, it
began in 1932, and it was conducted by the government. The speeches by
the President, the Vice President, and the Surgeon General at the apology
ceremony in 1997 revealed a 180-degree turn.

Vice President Gore said the cxperiment was one of the “most shame-
ful chapters in the history of American medicine,” that the methods used
by the government were “irredeemably cruel,” that “medical professionals
willfully and intentionally let human beings suffer from a treatable and
then later a curable illness.” To this day, he said, “the Tuskegee Study makes
some Americans think twice about donarting blood, taking their children
for vaccination, or signing an organ donor card.”

Dr. Satcher continued where Vice President Gore left off. He stared
that the Study was “wrong for many reasons: the Study participants were
never informed about the purpose of the Study, never asked to give their
informed consent to participate in the Study, and were intentionally misled
about receiving treatment.”

The President put the icing on the cake by candidly laying the blame
for the Study dircctly on the federal government. He stated, “Men who
were poor and African American, without resources and with few alterna-

133
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tives, believed they had found hope when they were offered free medical
care by the United States Public Health Service. They were betrayed.” He
further stated, “For forty years, hundreds of men were betrayed, along with
their wives and children, along with a community in Macon County, Ala-
bama, the City of Tuskegee, the fine university there, and the larger African
American community. The United States government did something thar
was wrong—dceply, profoundly, morally wrong, It was an outrage to our
commitment to integrity and equality for all our citizens.”

Afeer the ceremony, Mr. Shaw said, “Listening to the President speak
from his heart about the Experiment, I was happy and it felt like a burden
was lifted. [ felt proud to be an American.”

When Mr. Shaw stood after the President finished, the President em-
braced him. To witness the President of the United States, with rears in his
eyes, embracing Mr. Shaw was indeed a great and momentous occasion.
The apology ceremony gave powertul witness to how important this case
was to the persons involved in it, not only for the financial remuneration
they received, the medical care, and burial expenses, but for safeguards that
have been written so that other persons would not become victims of simi-
lar experiments. The significance of this casc was that the United States of
America, while initially not admitting to wrongdoing, was willing to com-
pensate the aggricved partics. This casc also demonstrated that the judicial
process is a viable means of rectifying wrongs perpetrated against citizens of
this country regardless of their race and cconomic status. The case reat-
firmed the principle that prior informed consent should be obtained from
individuals before they are allowed to participate in human experimenta-
tions. As a result of this, and the cnactment of laws after some of the par-
ticipants testified before a Senate Commuittee, the government has re-cvalu-
ated the use of human beings in experiments and has set minimum stan-
dards in order to conduct human experimentations.

These events arc a part of the legacy of the Tuskegee Syphilis Study.

Two tangible legacies to the Study are being created in Tuskegee. One
is the Tuskegee Human and Civil Righes Multicultural Center which was
mentioned by Mr. Herman Shaw in his remarks at the ceremony and fur-
ther detailed in my remarks at the press conference following. The other is

134
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the Bio Ethics Center at Tuskcgcc University, which was referred to b]r'
President Clinton in his remarks at the apology ceremony.

The Tuskegee Human and Civil Rights

Multicultural Center

Mr. Shaw stated in his remarks char the participants wanted a promi-

nent memorial constructed in Tuskcgcc acknow]cdging the contributions

which they and others have made toward human and civil rights. Toward

thar end he has assisted in ﬁ:rrmlng the Tuskcgcc Human and Civil Rights
Multicultural Center. President Clinton later stared he would ]'lu:lp build

that center.

My wife, Bernice, and I realized a long time ago that Tuskcg:: and

Macon County were uniquely suited for a large-scale educational memo-

rial which would help American citizens understand and appreciate the

richness of their diverse cultures. Thmughn-ut the centuries, the three ma-

jor cthnic groups of Mative Americans, European Americans, and African

Americans have made histm}r in Macon County and Tuskcgc:.

Macon County t},']Jjﬁcs, in many ways, the hismr}r of American diver-

sity. It was populated first by Native Americans, Then Europeans came,

SOMe bringing African American slaves, Evcntuall},' the Mative Americans

were driven from their homes. Afterwards thousands more whites came

and even more African American slaves. Then a war was fought over sla-

vErY, and African Americans Eaincd their ph},’sica] if not their economic

and civic freedom. Then another war was Fought. this one with the weap-

ons of law and non-violent protest, so that African Americans could have

pu:rlitical freedom. Many of the events of that war are described in Bur Rede

to Justice.

Tuskegee was also the site of the pioncering educational work of
Booker T. "':':’ashingl:on. George 'Washjngton Carver, C. G. Gomillion, and
many other great leaders. Tuskegee was also the site where the Tuskegee

Airmen proved during World War II the bravery and contributions of Afri-

can Americans in the field of militar}r aAVIATLONn.

The Tuskcgcc S].-']J]'ii“s Stud].r is a part of this hismr}r. an unfortunare
part, to be sure, but one that could be turned to good through an educa-
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tional effort. As [ said, Bernice and I felt chis years ago, but it was sim pl}' a

question of how to do it

Afeer viewing Miss Evers’ Boys and talking with the surviving Seudy

participants about their desire for t]'iv:Tuskcgcc memorial that would w«ll

the truth of the Study, we made plans for a non-profit, tax exempt

organization to educate and perperuate the contmbutions made w Tuskcgcc.

Macon County, and the nation b}r Americans of African decent, Native

Americans, and Americans of European decent.

The Tuskcgcc Human and Civil Rights Multiculrural Center was in-

corporatcd in May 1997 as an Alabama tax-exempt m:rnpm-ﬁ: corporation.

Mr. Herman Shaw represents the Study participants on the Board of Di-

rectors and, dcspitc his advanced age, has been a viral and active member of

the planning process.

The Alabama Exchange Bank in Tuskegee recently donated to the Center
a building in downrown Tuskcgcc. Robert Davis is the pn:sil:lcnr and CEQ

of the bank, and he stated that the donation was to help create the perma-

nent memorial Mr Shaw talked abour at the White House.

Bernice did not live to see chis, but | am now w-:rrking with the partici-

pants to build the Tuskegee Human and Civil Rights Multicultural Center.

The Center will bring mgcthcr pmpl: of all races and acknow]cdgc the

contributions of their cultures,

In addition, such a Center in downtown Tuskegee will be an cconomic

boost for Tuslc:gc:. The hundreds of thousands who visit the campus of the

Tuskcgcc Institute MNarional Historic Site could come downtown to the
Tuskegee Human and Civil Righes Multicultural Center, and be able to see

the contributions that these pmplc have made in the field of human and

civil rig]‘irs. This could motivare them wo stay in the Ciry of Tuskrgcc for

hours, probably spend the night, and spend some money in Tuskegee.

This is a very ambitious project and will cost millions of dollars w

dcvclu:rp Fu]l},'_ When the residents of the city of Montgomery started the

Montgomery Bus Boycott it was a very ambitious project, but it launched

the Civil Rights Movement. History, parricularl}r civil rights hismr}r. records

many Sllfh ACCOMm pllshm CILs.

Toward its goal of healing divisive racial wounds, the Tuskegee Human
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and Civil Righ ts Multicultural Center is calling for the financial support of

the federal government, the state, foundations, corporations, organizations,

and individuals in the construction of the Centeras a permanent lcgav:}f of

signiﬁv:anl: achievements in the arcas of human and civil rights. Particu-

larly, we are calling upon the federal government for technical assistance in

planning such a permanent ]cgaq’ of the Tus]ccg:c 5},']::]11'[]5 Stud].-r.

The Bioethics Center

President Clinton announced that “the Department of Health and
Human Services will award a p]anning grant so the school I:Tuskcg:c Uni-

versity} can pursue establishing a center for bioethics in research and health

care. The Center will support effores to address the lcgaqf of the Stud}f and

to strengthen biocthics. In February 1998, the University announced it

had reccived $4.1 million in federal grants thar will go towards a Bioethics

Center,

Tuskegee University President Benjamin Payron pushed for the Center

F-:rllmving President Clinton's apulog}' to survivors of the Tusk:gcc 5},']::]11'[]5

Stud}f. r’tccu:rn:ling to newspaper accounts, Dr. Payton said he hupcd “the

Biocthics Center at the University will be operating and fully staffed within

three ].rv:ars.“ He also stated, “one mission would be to address “the ]cgaq.f of

mistrust of medical rescarch institutions chat |ingcrs from the S}P]J]'ii]is
Study.”™ On April 2-3, 1998, at Tuskegee University, [ attended a workshop
entitled “The [‘rinciplcs of Biocthics” which was dcsignc-d to give an overview

of the subject to those who will be involved in establishing the proposed
Tuskegee University Center For Biocthics in Research and Health Care.
The worlcs]'h:rp gave participants a better unders tanu:ling of the basic Principlcs

of bioethics, as well asan opportunity to appl}f those pri nciplcs ina work.shu:rp

serting. The sessions included (1) an ethical situation, (2) a case study

involving the participants’ discipline, (3} a statement regarding the

participants rescarch interest, (4) concerns about specific roles related to

establishing the Center. Guest lecturers were Dr. Annette Dual, who
prcsv:nl:cd “Ms. Mildred™; Dir. Marian S:cund],', who discussed the hisr::rr},'

of bioethics; and Dr. Sepre mber Williams, who discussed clinical decision

making. There were small group discussions and a debriefing,
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Beyond Tuskegee

Dhuring the course of President Clinton’s apology, he directed Secretary of
Health and Human Services Donna Shalala “to issuc a report in 180 days
about how we can best involve communitics, especially minority commu-
nitics, in rescarch and health care. Every American group must be involved
in medical rescarch in ways that arc positive. We have put the curse behind
us; now we must bring the benefits to all Americans.”

Pursuant to the President’s directive, a mecting was held in Atlanta,
Georgia, with a broad cross-scction of individuals to assist the Sccretary in
making her report on how “we can best involve communitics, especially
minerity communitics, in rescarch and health care.” However, nonc of the
participants in the Study were invited to this important mecting which was
Lo report on ways to increase community involvement so that “lost trust”
could be restored. Even atter the apology, it scems that the government is
still not actively involving the participants in activitics which are designed
to restore trust,

Many organizations arc doing many things in the names of the partici-
pants in the Tuskegee Syphilis Study. Many proposals have been written
and some funded in the name of or as a direct result of the persons in the
Tuskegee Syphilis Study. Yet, in virtually none of these instances have the
participants themsclves been contacted or given an opportunity to be in-
volved. As we move beyond Tuskegee, if there is to be true healing and if
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trust is to be restored, that trust and restoration must include the partici-
pants and their views in every stage.

Race and Scientific Experimentation

One of the greatest tragedics would be for the nation to discover that
notwithstanding the apology wrongful scientific experiments are still oc-
curring in the African American communiry. On February 19, 1998, the
Lorraine Hansberry-Robert Nemiroff Archival Educational and Cultural
Fund sponsored a Race and Science Forum cntitled Beyond the Tuskegee
Experiment: Race and Scientific Experimentation tn the Black Community.
This program was held at the New York Public Librarys Schomburg Cen-
ter for Rescarch. [ was invited by Jewel Gresham Nemiroff, president of the
Hansberry-Nemiroff Fund.

The program was moderated by Utrice Leid, host of Talk Back, WBAI-
FM, New York. The facilitator was Dr. Benjamin Roy, 111, chief of
psychoncuroimmunology rescarch at Albany Medical College. The forum
was summarized for the Hansberry-Nemiroft Fund by Matthew Lyons,

WI'lCr J.'CPDF['CCI.:

* Dir. Roy discussed the long history of commercially driven medi-
cal rescarch, from the centuries-old use of human cadavers to the close
ties berween the African slave trade and the early spice trade (which
included commerce in scarce medicinal herbs. He noted chat, histori-
cally, medical researchers in the U5, and elsewhere have often abused
or disregarded ethical constraints on their work.

* Science reporter Meenyah Ostrom spoke abour ATDS research
and racism. She stared thar some researchers have partrayed AIDS
ilike syphilis in an earlier period) as having different symptoms and
transmission rates in whites and blacks. She described a study in which
the AIDS drug AZT—which has been found to have significant health
risks, including an increase in birth defects—was given to pregnant
wormen, of which [hl‘t‘ﬂ-quﬂ.[tt]’ﬁ were African American or Latino, a
fact she attributed to racism. She said women who participared in that

study were not told of the health risks. She noved that researchers are
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planning to conduct AIDS vaccine experiments in Africa and Asia
that would be considered unethical in the U5,

* Community health activist Loretta Jones described a siruation
in Los Angeles in 1989 in which 1,500 infants, mostly African Ameri-
can or Latino, were given an cxperimental measles vaccine yet their
parents were not told thae the vaccine was experimental, nor was the
clinical trial halted when concerns were raised thar the vaccine was
increasing the mortality rate among infanes ar sites in Africa and Haiti.
She also described a second example of a clinical trial of possible AIDS
vaccines in Los Angeles, focusing on African Americans as a popula-
tion at “high risk” of contracting HIV/AIDS,

* D Peter Breggin, directorn, International Center for the Study
of Psychiarry and Psychology, discussed abusive psychiatric research
and treatment, with particular emphasis on racism. He related claims
by some psychiatrists and neurosurgeons in the 1960s that African
Americans participated in riors because of “brain disease” which sup-
posedly could be surgically corrected. Such ideas were revived in the
carl}r 1990s with the Federal Violence Initative, which involved ef-
fores to find biclogical or genetic indicators of violence among inner
city youth.

= . Pauline Lane, senior lecturer, University of East London,
spoke abour genetic prospecting in the Third World—the large-scale
scarch for commercially exploitable human tissue samples, particu-
larly from isolated indigenous communirics, wich liccle or no cthical

owversight.

Each of the panclists at this forum stated that scientific experiments
are still being conducted in the African American community, not only in
this country, but around the world. Some experiments that would be illegal
if conducted in this country are being conducted with U.5. funds on hu-
man beings in other countries.

The point | am making by all of this is that we must be very diligent to
be surc that what happened in the Tuskegee will never happen again.
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Epilogue
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[ wrote this book primarily to tell the real story of the Tuskegee Syphilis

Stud}' from my perspective as a veteran civil rig]‘its law}rcr who was the

attorney for the participants. The real story belongs to Mr. Pollard, Mr.

Shaw, the other 621 participants, and Famil},' members who [ was privi-

ICEL'.EI. oo TCPTCSCHL

In addition to recciving compensation, health care, funcral expenses,

and E]'it HPDIDE'}-'; IZI'I.'.‘.'S'.'. men want a m:morial C[CEtC'd in T'LISI:{CE':C 0 thal’

what :]1:}' endured will be a reminder to the nation of the dang:rs of un-

cthical medical rescarch. To that end, the participants, represented espe-
cial]].-r b}r Mr. Shaw, have created the Tusk:gcc Human and Civil Rights
Multicultural Cenrer. The Center will not onl}r memorialize the Stud}f and

the participants, but will be a powerful educational resource abour the roles

of the various ethnic groups that have contributed to Macon County, the

region, and the nation.

I am committed to seeing that these objectives are implemented. As we
travel bc},'ond cthuskcgc: S-}?]Jl'ljlis Stud}n the Cenrer can be the vehicle b].-r

which we remember and celebrace our shared hismry—thc bitter along

with the sweet. As we move forward and make progress in the health care

ﬁtld, ].'.'.l' s rcmcmbcr IZI'lC J.'CSSDDS ]carncd ['-I'Crﬂ‘.l l'l'l': Sl'l.ld.}?. We must PI'C'\"CI'lt

experiments similar to the Tuikcgcc S}'philis Stud}' from happcning.

Another question that is frequently asked about the Study isa personal
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one: Since | have rcprcscnrcd these men for mrcn:}'-ﬁvc years, how has it
affected my life? Well, in 1972, [ was in the prime of life, forty-two years of

age, married 1o a lm’cl},’ young ]ad},’ who had worked b}r my side since prior

to our marriage on Junc 17, 1956. We had four lovely children: Deborah,

Vanessa, Fred Jr., and Stanley, who at that time the lawsuit began were ages

fifteen, fourteen, eleven, and :jE]‘il‘. I was a member of the Alabama Legis-

lature, a civil rights ]aw}'cr, Minister of the Newtown Church of Christ in

Montgomery, and had a full schedule. I recognized thar this case was onc of

the most IMPOTtant cases in my carcer, and so did my wife. We commitred

ol ['SE]‘-"CS o CICI- C\’Cr}’E]'illl'lE l'hat CDL'IIC[ I]C dﬂ]’lt o I]L'. SUrC t]'iﬂt jl.lSTin "F-'DIJICI

be accomplished for these men and their heirs. In addition, I wanted to be

sure that those who were li\-'ing Were compcnsatcd. be pmw'dcd with free

health care for the rest of their lives, and have their funeral expenses paid at

their death. I also wanted to be sure that the heirs of the deceased partici-

pants were compcnsartd. We starred from scracch. E'.'crj.-rthing looled dim,

and as | discussed earlier, we had to overcome tremendous difficulties.

Ina IJ['D&EICF NS, t]'ijS CASC ZaAvVe me a trcmcndous amount ofnational

CXpoOsure, FD[ I had Eh'.'. oppcrtuniry [n] E['EI.\"CI [gu] 3”. PEFTS O.F ['hf C'IJLIDI.T}’ am:l

several countrics abroad to talk not only about the Tuskegee Syphilis Study

but abour discrimination and the civil rig]‘irs movement in this country.

[n addition, this case afforded me the largcst fee of My carcer up o that

point. At that time, I had been practicing as a civil rights lawyer for cigh-

teen years. | had received a great deal of gratiﬁcal:i::-n in tearing down the

walls of segregation, but had carned VEry liccle money. So, :conn-micall},',

this case assisted me and my family and strengthened our law firm. Inci-

u:lcnra“}', my WO SOMNS Are now partncrs in my ﬁrm. El.ﬂl:l. one GF my CI.E.L'I E]'i-'

ters and a daug]‘itcreinelaw also work in the firm. | have been blessed b}r

having my family close to me in my personal, church, and vocational life.

| am alwa}fs mindful thar bur for Bernice Gray, we may never have

clnrcl-:npccl the case and moved it to its fullest ]Jmcnria]. She pla}'cd a

tremendous role in telling the story of the Tuskegee Syphilis Study because
she worked and lived with it upun til her sudden death. Thmug]'i the Cenrer

and in other WY, she will continue to make her contributions. Thc}r are

immeasurable,
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Documents Relating to the Study,
1932-1972

Introduction to the Tuskegee Study

K. A Vonderlehr, M. Do

During the 20-year period from 1891 to 1910, Professor Caesar Boeck, Chief
of the Syphilis Clinic ar the University Hospital in Oslo, Morway, hospitalized
2200 patients with primary or secondary syphilis until their lesions healed withour
treatment. This was prior to the advent of the arsphenamines and he felt that the
patient’s defense mechanism could combat disease more effectively than the anei-
syphilitic treatment of his day. In 1929 Bruusgaard, former assistant and successor
to Bocck, startled the medical waorld with his report on the fate of these paticnts 15
to 40 years after their infections. His data indicated that of every 100 patients with
untreated syphilis 10 would develop neurosyphilis, 13 cardiovascular syphilis, and
12 benign late syphilis, but that 64 would pass through life apparently unharmed.
Furthermore, in 28 of the 64 “spontancous cure” would occur. As with all retra-
spective studics, many flaws were found in these data. The principnl abjection o
their validity was the fact that Bruusgaard was able to obtain information on only
22 percent of the original paticnts.

In this present age of antibiotics in which numercus drugs will effect a cure
for syphilis, the importance of these findings may appear vague. It must be remem-
bered, however, that at the time of Bruusgaard’s report there was no standard ereat-
ment for syphilis. Although the arsphenamines were considered specific therapy,

they were, by and large, administered in a haphazard manner as often as patients
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presented themselves and for as long as parients could be persuaded, or could af-
ford, ro remain under treatment. Furthermaore, there was evidence to indicare chat
such erratic treatment probably did more harm than good.

Stimulated by a survey conducted in 1928-1930 by the Health Section of the
League of Mations, the cooperative Clinical Group composed of leading
syphilelogists, standardized a procedure for the trearment of early syphilis in the
United States. In general, this consisted of weekly injections of an arsenical and
bismuth administered in aleernating courses for a period of 70 weeks. For com-
parative purposes in evaluating the efficacy of this oreatment, a group of untreated
syphilirics was desirable. Although the Bruusgaard study had just been published,
these data did not scem applicable to the situation in the United States. A large
percentage of our infected population was Megro and with even our limited knowl-
edge of that time we were aware that in this group syphilis more frequently areacks
the cardiovascular than the central nervous system. We were also aware thar al-
though cardiovascular conditions could easily be detecred their etiology could rarely
be determined prior to auropsy.

Berween 1929 and 1931 the Public Health Service in cooperation with local
hiealth departments and che Julius Rosenwald Fund had surveved six rural areas in
the South. The highest prevalence of syphilis (398 per 1,000) was found in Macon
County, Alabama. OF the 1400 cases admitted to treatment during the survey,
only 33 had ever had previous antisyphilitic therapy and the average for these 33
was less than 5 arsenical injections.

This group was far from being an ideal contral group. for just as the Brousgaard
study was based on only 22 percent of the ariginal patients, this group represented
merely a segment {the surviver) of an unknown number of individuals wha had
been infecred with syphilis. In spite of this drawback, it was Felt that this group
afforded a unique opportunity to study the late effects of unereated syphilis on
morbidity and mortality. It was also anticipated that through intensive clinical and
laboratory study culminating in autopsy this group would make an invaluable
contribution toward establishing criteria for the diagnosis of cardiovascular syphi-
lis.

Approximately 400 syphilitic male volunteers were solicived for study. Only
those were included who had ar least positive scrologic tests for syphilis and a
history of a primary lesion. To prevent further accurrence of congenital syphilis,
women were treated and excluded from the study, as were young males with re-
cently acquired infections. All participants were over 25 years of age. the majority
owver 40, The group included, therefore, anly those who had already passed through
the critical period of syphilis withour therapy and who would be ar slighe risk o
themselves or to the communicy if treatment continued to be withheld.
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A control group of apparcntly 200 nonsyphilitic males of similar ages, sero-

logically and clinically negative for syphilis, who gave no history of carly lesions,

were selected for study from the same population group. The Tuskegee Study was

thus composed of approximately 6040 participants and our long-range goal was o

follow cach until autopsy.

To accomplish this a full-time Public Health Service nurse was assigned to the

Macon County Health Department. Her primary dury, under the guidance of the

local health officer, was to keep track of cach of the 600 men in the study. Once a

year a medical officer of the Public Health Service was to make a progress investi-

gation, consisting of a cursory physical examination and serologic tests for syphilis

of cach participant. Complete physical examinarions were to be performed at ap-

proximately S-year intervals,

When a participant in the study died, consent of the family was sought for

autopsy. [t was soon learned that most of the deceased were not attended at death

by a licensed physician and that the cause of death was given by the local registrar.

A small fee was paid to a local registrar for notifying the county health officer of

the death of a study group man before a burial permit was issued. A portion of the

cost of the funeral has also been paid to the family of the deceased after autopsy has

been complered.

The gross necropsies have been done by the pathologist at the Tuskegee Verer-

ans Administration Hospital and the microscopic studies performed by patholo-

mists at the Mational Institures of Health. Funds for the autopsies and procedures

incidental thereto have been provided by the Milbank Memorial Fund. The pro-

fessional staffs afrhtjnhn AL Andrew Memorial Hn:ip'u;s] at'lhsk:gcc Institute and

of the local Veterans Administration Hospital have also rendered valuable assis-

[ance as oonsu | rants.
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April 8, 1997, Press Conference

March 31, 1997, Press Release

GOVERMMENT APOLOGY FORTHCOMIMNG

[N TUSKEGEE SYTPHILIS STUDY?

Remaining participants in the Tuskegee Syphilis Study, the 40-vear experi-
ment financed by the United Srates government and conducred by the United
Seates Public Health Service to observe the effecrs of untreated syphilis in African
Americans, will seek an audicnce with the President and an apology from the gov-
crmment at a news conference on April 8, 1997, ar 10 o'cdock AM., ar Shilah
Baptist Church, Motasulga, Alabama. one of the collection sites for the partici-
pants in the Study.

Accompanied by Accorney Fred D). Gray, legal counsel for the participanes in
the Study, the men will also express their views and concerns in relation to injus-
tices depicred in the recently aired HBO film, Miss Frers’ Baps. “This movie is in no
way representative of the actual evenes which 1 endured for 40 years,” said Charlie
Pallard, lead plaintiff in the lawsuit against the United States government and
other entities for wrongful aces conducted during che Study.

“To allow men to suffer and die in the name of science is insidious and vile,”
said Gray. "HBO's depiction of the men is equally disheartening. It is an intoler-
able distortion of history. Ironically, Miss Evers' Boys was initially aired during Black
History Month on February 22, President Lincoln’s birthday. This movie has been
shown repeatedly through the powerful means of television, stercotyping Black
images even further before a mass audience. Mot only is it a cruel affront to the
survivors of the Tuskegee Syphilis Study and the descendants of all the men, bue
equally an affront to the entire African American communiry,” Gray further stated.

“There is a reason that African Americans and other minorities do not partici-

pate in |:1r__qc numbers in test programs for cures of diseases and illnesses.” Gray
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commented further, “aside from their frequently simply not being considered, many
remember all too well the Tuskegee Syphilis Study and the inhuman treatment of
the G00-plus African American men.”

DIRECTIONS TO SHILOH BATTIST CHURCH

Shiloh Baprist Church is located on Alabama Highway 81, approximartely 8
miles Morth of downrown Tuskegee, Alabama. Exit off Interstate 85-MNorth ar the
Tuskegee-Motasulga ramp (Exit 38), proceed Morch on Highway 81 approximately
5 miles to Shiloh Baptist Church on the night.
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Statement of Fred D. Gray

Press Conference

April &, 1997

Shiloh Missionary Baprist Church

Fred D Gray has represented the participants in the Tuskegee Syphilis Study
from Tuly, 1972, to date. This statement is being released during a press conference
held at Shileh Missionary Baprist Church, in Motasulga, Macon Counry, Alabama,
on April 8, 1997, In addition to Awerney Gray and members of his law firm, the
following participants of the Study are also present: Charlie Pollard, Herman Shaw,
Carter Howard, Fred Simmons, and Ernest Hendon.

THE FIRST TRAUMATIC EXPERIENCE

Sixry-five vears age, beginning in 1932, the United States Government, through
its public health service, commirted one of the greatest frauds, injustices, and mis-
representations against 623 African-Americans who were citizens of Macon Counry,
Alabama. The men were misled into participating in a study of untreated syphilis
sponsored, financed, and supported by the federal government for over 40 years,
The government induced these men to participate in a program in which the gov-
ernment represented that the participants were being treated for whatever their
ailments were, even though they were not told the ailment. They never gave their
consent oo be involved in the Study, nor did they realize thar they were a part of a
Study until the story broke in July of 1972, There were no rules or regulations
governing the Study. Available ar this press conference is a copy of Chaprer 17 of
Bus Ricde Ta frustice by Fred D Gray, published by Black Bele Press. This chapter sets
forth in derail the facts and circumstances surrounding the Study. An accurare
account of the Study can also be found in 8aa Blood by James H. Jones.

In July 1972, Fred I3, Gray began o represent these participants and on July
24, 1975, filed a lawsuit which was amended on August 1, 1974,

In 1974, the lawsuit was settled, and the Government .].B,I‘CL'::I. o pay approxi-
mately seven million dollars o the living participants and the heirs of the deceased
participants. Subsequent to the disbursement of these funds, interest on the pro-
ceeds has also been disbursed ro the participants and heirs. In total, more than
6,000 persons have shared in the settlement. As a pare of the sertlement agreement,
the gavernment was ordered to continue its program of providing health care for
the living participants and some widows of parricipants for the rest of their lives,
and 1o provide free burial service for the participants ar their death. The govern-
ment also terminated the Study.

As a resule of the publicing Congress passed laws which prohibit similar oc-
currences to what occurred in the Tuskegee Syphilis Study. Safeguards are now in
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place to ensurc that what happened to these men will never happen to any other
human being,

The government’s persuasion of these men to parricipate in the Study was the
first craumaric experience that eccurred in 1932, Ocher traumatic occurrences have
happened since then with regard o these men.

THE sECOND TRAUMATIC EXPERIEMNCE

Oin February 22, 1997, during Black History Month and on President Lincaln’s
birthday, Home Box Office telecast its premicre of a movie called Mise Fverd’ Boye
Allegedly, Miss Fverd Baps was based on the facts involving the participants in the
Tuskegee Syphilis Study. The film docs not accurarely porray the faces of whar
occurred o the participants in the Tuskegee Syphilis Study. Thus, the premicre
showing of Miss Evers' Boys and its repeared showings were another great tragedy
which occurred in the lives of these men. On Monday, February 24ch, four of the
participants reviewed Mis Evers' Boys and the following are their comments and
the comments of their counsel, Fred [ Gray, an some of the inaccuracies and how
they feel about Mics Foers' Bays:

1. They were startled, amazed, and very unhappy abour the way in which they
were projected in the movie, They feel unanimously thar the film does not accu-
rately portray the events and circumstances of the Tuskegee Syphilis Study as chey
participated in it, and as they observed Miss Eunice Rivers, the nurse involved in
the Study.

2. The movie opened by stating that these men were solicited to participate in
i program for treatment of syphllis, and that thc'_',' were treated over a pcri.od af
time until such time as the money for treatment became unavailable, The movie
further stated that rrearment was discontinued for the lack of funds. However,
according to the movie, money became available to study untreated syphilis in the
men. The fact is, the participants in the Tuskegee Syphilis Study were never treated
for syphilis from the beginning of the Study until the end.

4. The film showed a Dr. Bmd}f, an African-American p]'l._'rsi.ci:m who was
projected as the supervisor of the Study, and Miss Rivers' immediate supervisor.
There was no such African-American who generally supervised Miss Rivers nor
the Study. All of the supervisors were white, The persons who conceived and pre-
sented the martrer to the health service for financing were all white, The docrors
whao actually came to Macon Counry and examined these individuals were all whites,
and not African-Americans. The white Macon County health officer, Dr. Murry
1. Smich, accompanied Miss Rivers when they were recruiting participants for the
Srudy.

4. The entire emphasis of the film tends to shift the blame from the federal
government to an African-American docror and an African-American nurse. This
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Study was conceived, financed, exccured, and administered by the federal govern-
ment. The African-American professionals who participated in it were victims as
were the 623 African-American participants.

5. The film conspicucusly omits the role that the State of Alabama, through
its Board of Health, played in the Study. The Alabama Health Diepartment coop-
crated with the federal government in continuing not to trear the parricipants after
penicillin became available, norwithstanding the face chat Alabama laws required
such treatment.

6. In the film, there were four men who were projecred as “Miss Evers’ Boys.”
They, basically, were projected as musicians and dancers, and they represented the
other 619 men who participared in the Study. That is not rue. The men whoe
participated in the Study, for the maost part, were hard working. reputable persons
in their communities. Each of my clients, after reviewing the film, staved, Miss
Rivers was always professional and courteous to them. She did not accompany
them to night clubs. They did not dance, play music, and entertain people at night
clubs with Miss Rivers. The entire depiction of them as dancers and “shuffling
sams is 4 great misrepresentation, and does not accurately represent them, nor the
other persons who were participants in this study.

7. From this general representation of these four men, not only will viewers of
the movie think that they were representative of the other 619 men who were in
the Study, but viewers would also believe that these men were typical of African-
Americans who lived in Macon County at that time and even now. It is a tremen-
dous insult and a gross misrepresentation of projecting African-American men as
being typical of those projected as the four “Miss Evers' Boys."

8. There is nothing in the historical account and nothing that these men re-
member observing abour Miss Rivers which would indicate that she had a love
affair with one or more of the participants as it was set forth in the film. Miss
Rivers did not give penicillin to one participant and withhald it from all the oth-
ers.

DONT SUBJECT THE PARTICIPANTS OF THE TUSKEGEE SYPHI-
LIS STUDY TO A THIRD TRAUMATIC EXPERIEMCE

Some 65 years after the Study began and over 25 years with knowledge of the
Study, local and naticnal community support of these participants has finally come
by way of requesting that the federal government make an apology to these indi-
viduals for the harm, embarrassment, and injurics that it has caused them and
their heirs. 1 am informed that several persons and organizations have requested
that the government make an apology to these men. We understand that the Hon-
orable Donna Shalala, Secretary of Health and Human Services, has discussed this
matter with the President. The participants and their counsel join in the request
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for such an apology. To date, no official contact has been made from the federal
government to the participants nor their counsel concerning an apology. The par-
ticipants have some views concerning an apology.

In additional to an apology, the parricipants believe thar they should be ap-
propriately recognized for their contriburions o the nation.

In a letter to President Clinton dated March 26, 1997, as counsel for the
participants [ stared:

There are eight living participants, the youngest of whom is 87 years old. In
view of the fact that these men and their heirs have suffered substancially, the
remaining participants and | would consider it an honor to meet with vou o
discuss an appropriate manner to resolve the issue. On behalf of these men, we are
ready, willing., and able to share their views with you or your representatives ac your
convenience.

In 1932, these men were taken advaneage of by being used as human guinea
pigs. Their lives were placed in jeopardy as part of a Study on the effeces of un-

treated syphilis without their knowledge and consent. Sixty-five vears later, they

have been entirely misrepresented in the manner they are projected in Miss Fpers’

Bays. They are now requesting that an appropriate apology be made, and they be
recognized for the contributions they made to the nation.

Oin Monday, April 7, 1997, counsel for the participants received a telephone
call from The White House. He was informed that his letter was received and was
under consideration. Counsel believes that the President will act favorably upon

U o uest.
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Statement of Mr. Herman Shaw, April 8, 1997
hir. Shaw:

And for those of you who have come to make up this body, we arc happy you
arc here. However, we are not so happy with what we're abour to say, but thank you
for coming.

First | will say something abour the Study and then I'll get on to my subject.
My subject is Misr Evers’' Boys. However, | don’t see or L haven't been able to find our
in my scarching how Aiss Fvers’ Boys came 1o be a part of this program that we were
in. We suffered chrough it. Everybody received the same treatment.

Mow, coming to Miss Evers” Bays and Miss Rivers—it has aggravated me. It
makes me think how wrong it was. Having seen the movie, things like that never
existed. It's just something that was added ro the movie. Mow, Nurse Rivers never
carried anybody to a dance hall. She never carried anybody to these drunk places
and things of that kind. And those boys hadn't been in the program chat we were
in. I don't know how they got in there, bur it was wrong. It's a formality. It's just
wrong, Mow, we—we suffered through a number of vears and we want o be
recognized. I think that we as people should be recognized. We are all born under
the same administration. We are all born free men—freedom of choice. We want
to be recognized by having a permanent monument in Tuskegee, We would like to
be recognized in Tuskegee. We would like to have—you go around ride up and
down Highway 80 and see historical signs. We want to make history. We would
like to become recognized in Tuskegee so that our children, grandchildren, and
great grandchildren will see what we wene through. I'm thinking we would like o
go to the President and let the President recognized us—he and his staff and the
LS. government.

Again, [ would like to say that Miss Evers' Hays has been a disgrace to this
program. We never had anything like that during the time we were in the study.
Another thing, we were discriminated againse, All the student doctors that came
out from the Morth every four years—and they were all white. [ would like to say
we were treated inhuman at times. Nobody knows what we went through with
except those of us who are living participants right roday. Now, I tell vou, 1 cannot
get Miss Evers’ Boys off my mind because its wrong. 1 can't see how they got in
there. Bur, amyway, allow me to say if you will, Miss Evers' Bops and whar they said
about Miss Rivers was absolutely wrong, It was not in (the program). Sa, we had a
program. They gave us all the same medicine. The same capsule. The same tablers.
Mow, again, may [ say, penicilling it wasn't even issued. Those of you wha have seen
the picture heard penicillin menrioned, we didn’t have cthat kind of rreatment. May
1 say. again, those of you who saw Murse Rivers going out getting all those people
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in dance halls and all thae kind of stuff, it did not happen. I'm a living witness. 1
lived through it and 1 thank the Lord for it

Mow, T would like to say we are most appreciative of our attorney, Fred Gray,
for he stayed with us. | hope thar he'll continue on with us. Again, | say we are glad
to have Charlie Pollard and others here, We'd like to say again we appreciate vou all
coming and appreciate the oppormunioy.
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Question and Answer Period, April 8, 1997

Gray: | hope when I ger 1o be %4, [ can talk like char. Are there any questions?
You all have come from all over the counery and we're just appreciative to you and
we wouldn't dare have you leave without giving you an opportunity to ask some
questions. Yes?

Question: Whart difference would it make if the President issued an apology
o you and the rest of the men?

Shaw: It would make a grear contribution to the study because we figure we've
been left our and used as guinea pigs. And so we would be very appreciative if
someone said [ am sorry.

Question: Mr. Shaw, | just wanted you to sort of describe why it is thar if you
were able to talk to the President in person today, what would vou tell him? Why
would you wane that apology?

Shaw: I really want an apology because of recognition and che simple reason
we went through the same thing thar other people went through wich. Allow me,
if you will, ler me give you a little historical background. The colored man has
served in every war that has ever occurred in the United States. Look how long it
took just even—ijust last year—that he became recognized to what—ro get a
monument up in the cemetery. And that'’s why we want to be recognized.

Gray: [ think the concern is probably multifaceted. There's no question but
this happened. It only happened in a Black community and it enly happened o
Blacks or African Americans. We think there should be a recognition that whae
was done was wrong. You know when yvou file a lawsuit and people settle, they'll
give you some money, but they say, “we deny any liability,” bur here’s some money
and let’s get the lawsuit over. But, one of the problems with our country today is
we commit wrongs and when the government commits a wrong, we never
acknowledge the fact thar it's wrong. One of the major problems wrong in this
country right now is still racism. But people don't want to recognize it as racism.
They will tell you that everything is fine because they can go and buy a hamburger
now, even though 1 can’t get a job to get the money to buy the hamburger. So 1
think that recognition on the part of the government that its wrong is very impor-
tant. | think it should be a concern, not just for these few men wheo are here, but a
concern for all of us that our government would parricipate in something like this
and every year or so we find something else happened. This isnt the—I tried during
discavery of this case to ger the court to have the government disclose all of the
studics it was involved in. And, of course, the judge didn't permit that. We chink ic
is of real importance and concern. I think the Fact that all these people are here,
and the fact that the media is here as vou are, you don't usually come from all over
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the country to a little place like Notasulga for nothing. So [ think vour presence
here is indicative of some concern,

Question: Mr. Shaw, could you address that issuc? There are a number of
people who are here who have said they are here out of concern. I'm wondering
hiow you are interpreting that. The presence of so many people here—rthat there
arc cight of you whe are able to talk abour your experience. How do you interprer
that concern herc?

Shaw: [ think they are concerned because no doubt some have seen the movie,
Miss Evers' Boys, and it needs to be correcred.

Question: Mr. Shaw, why do you think this particular area, you and vour
colleagues were chosen? Why this parricular group of 623 men?

Shaw: Really to begin with, [ didn't have the choughr at that time back in "32,
but I think ir's a shame and disgrace to think about Macen Counry, one of the
most outstanding counties in the State of Alabama, and throughout the world as
well. There were times in 1932, or say 50 years ago, if a student graduated from
here he went on and got a job. Let one graduate now; how long will it take him o
get a job? [ don't think people should discriminate against Macon County and its
participants.

Question: I'd like Mr. Shaw o tell us—do you remember how you were
recruited? Can vou talk about that?

Shaw: I'd be glad to. In 1932, President Hoover was President of the United
States. And those of pou read about it, vou read about our political system. [ lived
through it by the help of God. Those of us who lived in the rural area, we could not
get a doctor: couldn't get medicine or anything of that kind. Dr. Murry Smith, the
Macon County Health doctor and Murse Rivers saw me at Simmons Chapel and
said that poor people could get medicine and things of that kind.

Gray: What happened in Simmons Chapel is another church that's about
cight or ten miles away from here. Bur, :hrnughnut this county Miss Rivers and
Public Health afficer Murry Smith indicated. and there were some little leatlets
that had been circulated earlier, saying there was a new health care program and
they were soliciting persons to be involved in thar health care program. It's my
understanding that actually they examined and interviewed several thousand indi-
viduals. "We don't know the criteria these doctors used in selecting the 623 thar
they selecred.

Question: Did you know that something was the matter with you?

Shaw: Mo. no. They did not tell us, we had no knowledge. They never did el
us we had syphilis. They never did tell us whar chey were treating us for.

Question: Mr Gray, MrShaw, we know how some people feel abourt an apal-
ogy. Would an apology bring you peace and closure?
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Shaw: It would not climax the theughts and peace of that kind but we would
consider the case closed with an apology. We would like to be recognized: we
would like to have recognition.

Cuestion:

I would like o dircer a question o Mr. Shaw. 1 am curious. In the carly Fall
when Mrs. Rivers used to bring the guys out to the VoA, Hospital—what did they
do ta you all? I'm curious. All the years [ was never able to find our. 1 did question
Mrs. Rivers. What did the VA, do to you all when you came our once or twice a
month. Do you remember?

Shaw: I don't recall once or rwice a month. 1 do recall every four years. How-
ever, | would say they gave us [electra]cardiograms and things of thar kind which
would necessicate about an hour and a half or two hours. At noon time they gave
us our dinner.
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Statements and Documents

Relating to the Apology

Vice President Al Gore, May 16, 1997

Please be scated, ladics and gentlemen. On behalf of the President and the
First Lady it is an honor to welcome all of you to the White House for this very
important occasion. | wish to begin, and on behalf of the President acknowledge
the distinguished guests, beginning with the five survivers who will be named
individually by the President and the familics of other survivors who are repre-
sented here with us today and onc of them will be, Mr. Shaw, will be introduced by
Dir. Sarcher in a moment, and he will present the President. T wish to acknowledge
the many members of congress whao are present, Senator John Glenn, the Chair of
the Congressional Black Caucus, Congresswoman Maxine Warers, the Congress-
man representing the district from which most of these individuals craveled, Con-
gressman Earl Hilliard, and Congressman Louis Stokes, whe figured prominently
in the effort to address this injustice. and some thirty-five other members of the
Congressional Black Caucus, all of whom worked rogether, tirelessly, to make cer-
tain that the people of the United Stares of America were made fully aware of the
nieed For the step the President is taking today. Members of the cabinet, Transpor-
tation Secretary Rodney Slater and Labor Secretary Alexis Herman, other distin-
guished guests—I can’t mention all by name, but there are the heads of a great
many prominent African American organizations in the United States of America,
the heads of many organizations formed to battle against the threar of AIDS, orga-
nizations that have also been prominent in the effores of individuals such as Dr.
Henry Foster, D Benjamin Payron, President of Tuskegee University, and dozens
of other extremely distinguished prominent guests, too many to acknowledge in-
dividually.

Six decades ago, indifference and injustice combined to begin to write one of

the most shameful L']'I.:I.FIII:'IS in the hismry of American medicine, of course, the
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infamous project called the Tuskegee Study of Unrreated Syphilis in the Negro
Male, In 1932, Americas Public Health Service set out o study syphilis, but ic
pursued this worthy goal in a manner that was irredeemably cruel. Several hun-
dred African-American men, men the Public Health Service recruited ar churches
and clinics and farms were used in the study. Most of these men had syphilis, none
of them knew their bodics harbored this discase. And then che Public Health Ser-
vice followed the men’s lives, warched how the discase developed, all the while
withhelding medicine, withholding treatment of any kind for these innocent
American citizens.

Medical professionals willingly and intentionally let human beings suffer from
a treatable, and then later a curable illness. These researchers knew that mercury
and arsenic compounds could trear the disease, but the Tuskegee men did noc
receive the medicine. Later the researchers knew thar penicillin could cure the
disease, but, again, the Tuskegee men did not ger the medicine. They didn't ger
treated uncil the forty-vear study was discovered and stopped amid public outcry
in 1972, Tt was a disgraceful episode for American scientists. We feel the repercus-
sions still, tremors of distrust that have not yer disappeared. To chis day, the Tuskegee
Srudy makes some Americans think twice abour donating blood, raking their chil-
dren for vaccinations or signing an organ donor card. But out of this sad incident,
we can learn, we can find healing, and we can vow that such hideous episodes will
MEVEer GCCur again.

The relentless pursuit of scientific truths is a noble endeavor, but not so noble
that it exempts us from our deeper obligations to be moral and just to revere the
sanctity of the lives of our fellow men and women. The ultimate purpose of science
is to improve human lives. Science and rechnology can be powerful forces for good
and usually are. They have cured discases, buile economies, helped o narrow the
distance of time and space. In the 21st century as the march of new discovery picks
up even more speed, we must be vigilane about making certain science and
r::chnn|ng‘ always remain positive forces in American life. So mday the nation,
under President Clinton’s leadership, at his initiative, finally does the right and the
honorable thing.

It is now my pleasure to introduce and bring to the microphone one of the
people whoe has led this effore that has broughr us here today. The distinguished
Diirccror of the Centers for Discase Control and Prevention, D David Saccher,
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Dr. David Satcher, May 16, 1997

Thank you Mr. ¥ice President, Mr. President. | am honored to be here roday

with you and all of our distinguished guests. As | begin my remarks, I'd like o

make a few acknowledgements. First of all, [ would like to recognize the acring

Surgeon General, D, Audry Manley, who is participating in the ceremony by sat-

cllite from Tuskegee, Alabama, along with several of the Study participants and

their families who are unable to attend the ceremony in Washingron, ILC. So our

satellite down link is working.

I want to especially thank the Secrecary of Health and Human Services, Donna

Shalala, who is giving a commencement address and could not be with us reday,

but her leadership has allowed us to raise the standards of human research. And,

finally, I would like to thank President Clinton for his courage, his commitment,

and vision in bringing us rogether so that we can make a new beginning.

We see it as an opportunity to start again sensitized by the lessons we have

learned from past mistakes and continuing to enhance our mission to protect the

public’s health. Today is an historic event. As our President acknowledges the trag-
edy of the UL 5. Public Health Services' Syphilis Study in Tuskegee and apologizes
on behalf of the government for decisions made many yvears ago thae still haunt us.

We open a new chapter in public health. The U5, Public Health study of
untreated syphilis in the MNegro male was wrong for many reasons. The Study par-

CiCIpants were never informed about the purpose of the Srudy, never ashed o give

their informed consent to participate in the Study, and were 'Lntr_'n:inna”}' misled

about receiving trearment. By publicl}r admi:ting our mistakes, and acknnwltdg-

ing the role of the Public Health Service in the Slud}". we have an opportunity for

a new btgin ning.

The future will also bring new ethical c|::.1||cn5cs. We must be prepared o

mact I.'ht'l'l'l .1nd T ect tJ'I.tJ'I'l [DSEE"EET. As a pation, we must ensure that anyonc

who conduces human research receives cn:\mpnuhtnsivt bioethics training and un-

derstanding and incarporates the principles of bioethics in their work. In those

I.DI::I.I. COMUTIUNITICS 'r\'hL'Fli.‘ I.'l'H.' FI:SI’.‘:I.IEh is EDJ‘IdUC[L‘d. arc I:I'L'iitl:d a5 FLI.”. PALIEnCTs s

we strive to uphaold the highest ethical principles. But if history has raught us

anvthing, it is that these principles are meaningless if we dontt apply them fairly

and equally across all lines of race, religion, and gender. The race for scientific

discavery is important, but must never overshadow our commitment to human

dignity. We must hold ourselves to the highest ethical standards, never stop moni-

toring our progress, and alwayvs be open to public scruriny. and willing vo admir
£ progre } P F ) £

our mistakes.

As Secretary Shalala said chis moming in her commencement address ar the
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University of Wisconsin School of Medicine: “We must insure that our ethics are
always as sophisticated as our science.” So, to the survivors and their spouses and
family members who are watching from Tuskegee, Alabama, and those who are
here with us in Washington, DVC., we wane to thank you for your willingness o
participant in taday’s ceremony. You are allowing us o come rogether, and you are
giving us this opportunity to chart a new beginning. It would have been casy for
you ta take a cynical artirude towards this cvent. Instead, by being here today, you
cxpress hope for the furure, the kind of hope which we need to rransmit to our
children.

Mow 1 would like to introduce the next speaker, a very special person, Mr
Herman Shaw, one of our honored gueses and a participant in the Tuskegee Syphi-
lis Study. Mr. Shaw was an original participant in the Study, and he parricipated
for forty years. He was married to Fannie Mae Greathouse for sboy-two years.
They have two children, both college graduates, he has six grandchildren, and one
great grandchild. He told me last night thar for che lase fifiy-two years, he has been
driving his tractor, and he already has his garden in place for this year. Welcome
Mr. Herman Shaw.
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Mr. Herman Shaw, May 16, 1997

Thank you. thank vou, thank you, thank you very much, thank vou very
very, much.

Oin behalf of all the survivors who are here today, and these who could noc
artend, and on behalf of the heirs of my fellow participanes who have died, T wish
to thank President Clinton for inviting us to the White House. It has been over 65
years since we entered the program. We are delighted roday to close this very tragic
and painful chapter in our lives.

We were treated unfairly and to some extent like guinea pigs. We were not
pigs. We were not dancing boys as we were projected in the movie, Miss Evers Boye
We were all hard working men, not boys, and citizens of the United States. The
wounds that were inflicted upon us cannot be undone.

I am saddened today to think of those who did not survive and whose Families
will forever live with the knowledge chat their death and suffering was preventable.

Mr. President, we want to also thank our lawyer, Arorney Fred Gray, who has
represented us during these 25 years, and who has helped to make this day pos-
sible.

This ceremony is important because the damage done by the Tuskegee Study
is much deeper than the wounds any of us may have suffered. It speaks to our faith
in government and the ability of medical science to serve as a farce for good.

As 1 said at the press conference ar Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church in
Motasulga, on April &, in addition to an apology, we wane to construce in Tuskegee
a permanent memorial. A place where our children and grandchildren will be able
to see the contributions that we, and others, made vo this country. T am glad that 1
have helped form the Tuskegee Human Rights Multicultural Center which will be
for the purpose of creating such a lasting memorial.

In my opinion, it is never too lare to work to restore faith and truse. And so, a2
quarter of a century after the Study ended, President Clinton's decision to gather
us here, to allow us to finally put this horrible nightmare behind us as a nation, is
a most welcomed decision.

In order for America to reach its fullest potential we must truly be onc
America—black, red, and white together; trusting cach other, caring for cach ather,
and never allowing the kind of tragedy which happened to us in the Tuskegee
Srudy o ever ocour again,

Mr. President, words cannot express my gratitude ro you for bringing us here
roday—for doing your best to right this rragic wrong, and resolving thar America
should never again allow such an event to occur.

Ladies and gentlemen, | give vou the President of the Unired States.
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President Bill Clinton, May 16, 1997

Ladies and gentlemen, on Sunday, Mr. Shaw will celebrate his 95th birthday.
I would like to recognize the ather survivors who are here today and their families:
Mr. Charlic Pallard, Mr. Carter Howard, Mr. Fred Simmons. Mr. Simmons just
vook his first airplane ride, and he reckons he's abour 110 years old, so I think s
time for him to rake a chance or two. I'm glad he did. And Mr. Frederick Moss,
thank you, sir.

I would also like to ask three family representatives who are here—5Sam Donar
is represented by his daughter, Gwendolyn Cox. Thank you Gwendolyn. Ernest
Hendon, who is warching in Tuskegee, is represented by his brother, Worth Hendon.
Thank vou, sir, for being here. George Key is represented by his grandson,
Christopher Manroe. Thank you, Chris.

I also acknowledge the families, communiry leaders. teachers, and students
watching today by satellite from Tuskegee. The White House is the people’s house;
and we are glad to have all of vou here taday. | thank Dr. David Satcher for his role
in this. I thank Congresswoman Waters and Congressman Hilliard, Congressman
Stokes, the entire Congressional Black Cavcus. D Satcher, members of the Cabi-
net who are here, Secretary Herman, Secretary Slater. A great friend of freedom,
Fred Gray, thank you for fighting this long bartle all these long years.

The eight men who are survivors of the syphilis study at Tuskegee are a living
link to a time not so very long ago that many Americans would prefer not o
remember, but we dare not forget. It was a time when our nation failed to live up
to its ideals. when our nation broke the ust with our people that is the very
foundarion of our democracy. It is not only in remembering that shameful past
that we an make amends and repair our nation, but it is in remembering thae pase
that we can build a better present and a berter furure. And without remembering
it, we cannot make amends and we cannot go forward.

So today America does remember the hundreds of men used in research with-
out their knowledge and consent. We remember them and their family members,
Men who were poor and African American, withour resources and with few aleer-
natives, they believed they had found hope when they were offered free medical
care by the United States Public Health Service, They were betrayed.

Medical people are supposed ro help when we need care, but even ance a cure
was discovered, they were denied help. and they were lied to by their government.
Chur government is supposed to protect the rights of its citizens; their rights were
rrampled upon. Forty years, hundreds of men berrayed, along with their wives and
children, along with 3 community in Macon Counry, Alabama, the Ciry of Tuskeges,
the fine university chere, and the larger African American communiry.

The United Staces government did something that was wrong—deeply. pro-
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foundly, morally wrong. It was an outrage to our commitment to integrity and
equality for all our citizens.

To the survivors, to the wives and family members, the children and the grand-
children, I say what you know: No power on Earth can give you back the lives lost,
the pain suffered, the years of internal torment and anguish. Whar was done can-
not be undone. Bur we can end the silence. We can stop turning our heads away.
We can look at you in the eye and finally say on behalf of the American people,
what the United States government did was shameful, and 1 am sorry.

The American people are sorry—TFor the loss, for the vears of hurt. You did
nothing wrong, but you were grievously wronged. 1 apologize and 1 am sorry thar
this apology has been so long in coming.

To Macon County, to Tuskegee. to the doctors who have been wrongly associ-
ated with the evenis there, you have our apology, as well. To our African American
citizens, [ am sorry that your federal government orchestrated a study so cleary
racist. Thar can never be allowed to happen again. It is against everything our
country stands For and what we must stand against is what it was.

5o ler us resolve to hold forever in our heares and minds the memory of a time
not long ago in Macon County, Alabama, so that we can always see how adrift we
can become when the rights of any citizens are neglected, ignored, and berrayed.
And ler us resolve here and now to move Forward tDEtI.‘]'Ll:I.

The legacy of the study at Tuskegee has reached far and deep, in ways that
hurt our progress and divide our nation. We cannot be one America when a whole
segment of our nation has no trust in America. An apology is the firse step, and we
take it with 2 commitment to rebuild that broken thrust. We can begin by making
sure there is nmever again another episode like this one. We need to do more 1o
ensure that medical rescarch practices are sound and ethical, and thar researchers
wark more closely with communities.

Today 1 would like to announce several steps to help us achieve these goals.
First, we will help to build that lasting memaorial at Tuskegee. The school founded
b}r Booker T, "ashin gron, clisringu'lshcd b)-' the renowned scientist George Wash-
ington Carver and so many others who advanced the health and well-being of
Adrican Americans and all Americans, is a fitting site. The Diepartment of Health
and Human Services will award a planning grant so the school can pursue cstab-
lishing a center for biocthics in research and health care. The center will serve asa
muscum of the study and support efforts to address its legacy and strengrhen bio-
cthics training,

Second, we commit to increase our community invelvement so that we may
begin restoring lost trust. The study at Tuskegee served to sow discrust of our medi-
cal institutions, cspecially where rescarch is involved. Since the study was halied,
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abuses have been checked by making informed consent and local review manda-
tory in federally-funded and mandated rescarch.

Still, 25 years later, many medical studies have little African American partici-
pation and African American organ donors are few. This impedes cfforts to con-
duct promising research and ta provide the best health care to all cur people, in-
cluding African Americans. So today, I'm directing the Sceretary of Health and
Human Scrvices, Donna Shalala, to issue a report in 180 days about how we can
best involve communitics, especially minority communities, in research and health
care. You must—every American group must be involved in medical rescarch in
ways that are positive. We have pur the worst behind us; now we must bring the
benefits to all Americans,

Third, we commirt to strengthen researchers” training in bicethics. We are
constantly working on making breakthroughs in protecting the health of our people
and in vanquishing diseases. Bur all our people must be assured thar their rights
and dignity will be respecred as new drugs, treatments, and therapies are tested and
used. 5o [ am direcring Secretary Shalala to work in partnership with higher edu-
cation to prepare training materials for medical researchers. They will be available
in a year. They will help researcher build on core ethical principles of respect for
individuals, justice and informed consent, and advise them on how to use these
principles effectively in diverse populations.

Fourth, to increase and broaden our understanding of ethical issues and clini-
cal research, we commit to providing postgraduate fellowships to train bioethicists,
especially among African Americans and other minority groups. HHS will offer
these fellowships beginning in Seprember of 1994 to promising students enrolled
in bioethics graduate programs.

And, finally, by exccutive order T am also today extending the charter of the
Mational Bioethics Advisory Commission to October of 1999, The need for this
commission is clear. %We must be able to call on the thoughrﬁ:], collective wisdom
of experts and community representatives to find ways to further strengthen our
protections for subjects in human research.

We face a challenge in our time. Science and technology are rapidly changing
our lives with the promise of making us much healthier, much more productive,
and more prosperous. Bur with these changes we must work harder to see thar as
we advance we don't leave behind our conscience. Mo ground is gained and, in-
deed, miuch is lost if we lose our moral bearings in the name of progress.

The people who ran the study ar Tuskegee diminished the stare of man by
abandoning the most basic ethical preceprs. They forgot cheir pledge to heal and
repair. They had the power o heal the survivers and all the others and they did
not. Today all we can do is apologize. Bur you have the power, for anly you—Mr.
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Shaw, the others who are here, the family members who are with us in tushkegee—
only you have the power to Forgive. Your presence here shows us that vou have
chosen a betrer path than your government did so long age. You have not withheld
the power to forgive. 1 hope today and romorrow every American will remember
your lesson and live by ir.

Thank you and God bless you.
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Statement at Post-Apology Press Conference

Mr. Howard, Mr. Pollard, Mr. Shaw, Mr. Simmons:

Thank you for your personal effores to rravel from Tuskegee, Alabama, o the
White House roday. Motwithstanding age. physical infirmities or maladies, you
did what was asked of you. This invitation, unlike the one of over 50 years ago, is
legitimate, healthy, healing and for the good of many—an apology from the
President of the United Seates for the federal government conducted Tuskegee Syphi-
lis Study. The apology today is seen as a ‘beginning of the healing of emotional
wounds and a legacy of suffering, shame, and mistrust on the part of more than
GO0 Study participants, their heirs and descendanes. T hope that it is received in the
spirit that I think it is given.

Mr. President, [ extend my personal appreciation to you, and the appreciation
of all those who are not here today: There are many, rouched directly or indirectly
b}r the 'Ihskcgcc experiment, who will think well of YOUr gesrure here today. And
for those who may think this gesture 15 too lictle too lace,” 1 hope they will allow ic
to further validate the worthwhile coneribution of all the men whao, in many in-
stances, gave their lives. History is the true recorder. Thank you, President Clinton.

To move beyond this “beginning,” and to help ensure that the injustices thar
occurred in che past will not happcn again, survivor Herman Shaw said, “When
you ride along the highway, you see signs telling you to stop to see certain things.
When vou think about all the suffering we had for 40 years, a permanent monu-
ment is important, so the generations that follow us can stop and read abour whar
happened and realize the things we went through.” In chis regard, | announce the
recent incorporation of the Tuskegee Human and Civil Righes Mulriculrural Cen-
ter a non-profit, tax exempt organization, incorporated in Macon County, Ala-
bama. to establish, develop, promore, and maintain a perperual and permanenc
legacy of the significant conrributions which these men and others have made in
the arca of human and civil rights. When fully developed, the Cenrer will recog-
nize the contributions made to the City of Tuskegee, Macon County, the State of
Alabama, and the nation. The Center will particularly emphasize the contribu-
tions of native Americans, Caucasians or European Americans, and Americans of
African descent. MNative Americans have a deep and expanded presence in the
Tuskegee, Macon County, East Alabama territory.

Tuskegee, Macon Counry, and East Alabama have a rich heritage. It is full of
history. The Tuskegee community and Tuskegee University have jointly played
major roles in developing this area. The formation and implementarion of such a
Center in the city will acknowledge the contribution of both the community and

167
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the University. MNotwithstanding all of the history that has cccurred in Macon

County, nothing exists that highlights directly the contribution of all of these groups,

including African Americans. When fully developed, it would also mean a sub-

stantial economic benefit to the communicy in tourises dollars,

This is a very ambitious project and will cose millions of dollars ta fully de-

velop. When the residents of the city of Montgomery started the Montgomery Bus

Boycatt it was a very ambitious praject, but it ended in the beginning of the Civil

Rights Movement. History, particularly civil rights history, records many such ac-

complishments.

In the spirit of healing racial wounds of division. the Tuskegee Human and

Civil Rights Multiculrural Center is calling for the support of the federal govern-

ment, the state, foundations, corporations, erganizations, and individuals to fi-

nancially support the construction of The Cenrer as a permanent legacy of significanc

achievements in the areas of human and civil righes. We are particularly calling

upon the federal government for technical assistance in planning such a perma-

nent legacy.

On behalf of the living participants, the heirs and descendants of participants,

this apalogy is humbly accepted.
Thank you, Mr. President.
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Fred Gray Letter to Clinton, May 21, 1997
hay 21, 1997

Drear President Clinton:

As counsel for the participants whao attended the White House ceremony, the
Tuskegee ceremony, Mr. George Key who was unable to atrend, and the heirs of
deceased participants in the Study, we wane to express our genuine appreciation
for your invitation to the White House, and the apology made in the East Room
on Friday, May 16, 1997, Your consoling words and forthright candor with refer-
ence to the Study and the sincere way vou spoke and apologized will remain for-
ever in our heares. You are truly a President who cares for all of the citizens of the
nation. On their behalf, we humbly and respectfully accept the apology and for-
give the government for its misconduct.

As Mr. Herman Shaw stated in his remarks, ", .. we want to construct in
Tuskegee a PERMANENT MEMORIAL, a place where our children and grand-
children will be able to see the contributions that we, and others, made ro this
country. | am glad that [ have helped form the Tuskegee Human and Civil Righes
Multicultural Center. which will be for the purpose of creating such a lasting me-
morial.” Mr. Shaw was referring to the Tuskegee Human and Civil Rights Multi-
cultural Center of which he is a member of the initial board of direcrors. The
Center s a nnn-pmﬂ:, tax exempt organization incorporated in Macon County,
Alabama, to establish, dcvc|np, promote, and maintain the Center as an educa-
tional, cultural, and research center, a depository of historic material, exhibition of
information with reference to the various ethnic or racial groups who have made
contributions to the City of Tuskegee, Alabama, Macon County, Alabama, the
State of Alabama, and the United Seates of America, particularly the contributions
of original Native Americans, Caucasians or European Americans, and Americans
of African descent.

When fully developed, the Center will not anly recognize the contributions
made by individuals, including the participants in the Stdy, but ir will assist in
bringing the races (red. white, and black} closer together. In addicion, it will also
result in substantial economic benefit to the City of Tuskegee and Macon County.
The participants and family members who attended che ceremony at the White
House ratified and confirmed the creation of, and the objects and purposes of the
Center. They requested that [ solicit vour assistance in fully developing the Center.

The first step towards developing such a memorial is appropriate planning.
We are requesting vour assistance and the assistance of the appropriate govern-
mental agencies to help with technical assistance including planning grants for the
Center.
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We will always remember whar you said and did on Friday, May 16, 1997
Wery truly yours,

Fred [ Gray

cc: Mr. Ben Johnson

All participants

Family Members in Attendance at White House Ceremony

Gray, Fred D.. Tuskegee Syphilis Study : The Real Story and Beyond.
Montgomery, AL, USA: NewSouth, Incorporated, 2002. p 170.
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/iupui/Doc?id=10039021&ppg=165

Copyright © 2002. NewSouth, Incorporated. All rights reserved.

May not be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher, except fair uses permitted under U.S. or applicable
copyright law.

45 of 50 11/17/2011 6:13 PM



Tuskegee Syphilis Study : The Real Story and Beyond

46 of 50

Bibliography

Beccher, John. Collected Poems, 19241974, New York: MacMillan,
1974.

Jones, James H. Bael Blood: The Tuskegee Syphilis Experiment. New York:
The Free Press, 1981.

Gray, Fred D. Bus Ride To fustice. Montgomery: Black Belt Press, 1995.

Gray, Langford, Sapp, McGowan, Gray & Nathanson casc files, 1972-
1998,

Public Health Service Files and Documents, National Archives,

Mitchell, H. L. Mean Things Happening in This Land: The Life and Times
of H. L. Mitchell, Cofounder of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union.
Allanheld, Osmun & Co., 1979,

Norrell, Robert |. Reaping The Whirhwind: The Civil Rights Movement in
Tisskegee. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1985.

Rosengarten, Theodare. Al God's Dangers: The Life of Nate Shaw. New
York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1974.

171

Gray, Fred D.. Tuskegee Syphilis Study : The Real Story and Beyond.
Montgomery, AL, USA: NewSouth, Incorporated, 2002. p 171.
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/iupui/Doc ?id=10039021&ppg=166

Copyright © 2002. NewSouth, Incorporated. All rights reserved.

May not be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher, except fair uses permitted under U.S. or applicable

copyright law.

http://site.ebrary.com.proxy2.ulib.iupui.edu/lib/iupui/docPrint.action?encr...

11/17/2011 6:13 PM



Tuskegee Syphilis Study : The Real Story and Beyond

http://site.ebrary.com.proxy2.ulib.iupui.edu/lib/iupui/docPrint.action?encr...

Index

A

Alabama Board of Health 55

Allen, Jim 103

Andrew Memorial Hospital. Ser John
A Andrew Memorial Hospital

B

Bad Blood 45, 50,53, 59, 67, 113

Baker, J. M. 45, 50

Baxley, William ]. 85

Black Belt 27

Brawwss v Board of Education 28, 65

Brown, William ]. 69, 7677, 78

Bruusgaard, E. 41, 43—44, 64

Bus Ride To fustice 14, 16, 123

Butler, Broadus Mathaniel 101

Buxrun. Peter 68, 75-76, 77, 78, 749,
i

C

Campbell, Thomas 35

Carver, George Washington 29, 135

Centers for Disease Control 68, 77,
101, 115-116, 120, 121, 122

Chandler, Duane 113

Clark, Taliaferro 39, 42, 43, 45406,
48, 53, 54, 56, 62

Clintan, Bill 119, 124, 126, 127,
137,138

afficial apology for Tuskegee

Syphilis Srudy 13, 16, 25, 67,
87, 105, 128-130, 134, See also
Tuskegee Syphilis Stdy. Presi-
dential apology

Cobb, MNed 34
Conyers, John 122
Cumming. Hugh 39, 46, 55

D

Dhavis, Michael M. 39, 40
Davis, Robert 136
Dibble. Eugene H. 35, 46
Diiebere, Austen 62
[Mual, Annette 137

E
Edgar. Harald 54

G

Gill. . C. 46
Gomillion, C. G. 65-66, 135
Gomillion v. Lightfoor 66, 74
Gore, Al 123, 124, 125, 1533
Gray. Bernice 82, 117, 120, 135
Gray, Fred 127,128
ltg.ﬂ practice 1415, 23, 74-75,
82, 105. See alo Gomillion .
Lightfoor; Lee v. Macan County
Board of Educarion; Palfard v
United States af America
legislative career H1-82
Greenberg, Jack 83

H

Heller, Jean 23, TE, 79, 100
Heller, John 5556, 60, 62, 85
Hendon, Ernese 108, 118

172

Gray, Fred D.. Tuskegee Syphilis Study : The Real Story and Beyond.

Montgomery, AL, USA: NewSouth, Incorporated, 2002. p 172.

http:/site.ebrary.com/lib/iupui/Doc?id=10039021&ppg=167

Copyright © 2002. NewSouth, Incorporated. All rights reserved.

May not be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher, except fair uses permitted under U.S. or applicable
copyright law.

47 of 50 11/17/2011 6:13 PM



Tuskegee Syphilis Study : The Real Story and Beyond

48 of 50

http://site.ebrary.com.proxy2.ulib.iupui.edu/lib/iupui/docPrint.action?encr...

FRED [n. GRAY 173

Hnmsb}: Preston 91
Howard, Carter 84, 102, 107, 109,
111, 118, 121, 124

I

Ipsen, Johannes, Jr. 69

J

James, Fob 118

Jenking, William C. 121

Jer 115

John A. Andrew Memorial Hospital
35, 43, 46, 50, 55, 58, 73, 74

Johnson, Ben 119

Jehnson, Charles 5. 29, 35

Johnson, Price 84

Jones, Jim 45, 50, 53, 59, 67, 40

Julius Rosenwald Fund 3941

Alabama syphilis survey, 1930-31

40, 41, 4243, 44, 45, 5%, 86

K

Eennedy, Edward 79, 102
Key, George 108

King, Martin Luther, Jr. 15,05
Kliser, Clyde &9, 71-72

L

Langford, Charles 82

Lee v Macow County Board af Edveca-
wan G

Lorraine Hansberry-Robert Nemiraff
Archival Educational and
Cultural Fund 139

M

Macon County
carly history of 26-28
Macon County Health Department
47, 49, 55
Macon County Hospital 35
Macon County Medical Sociery 73

Mean ]’?’H'u_gb' Happening in This Land
J0-32, 3334
Milbank Memorial Fund 56-57, 61,
6, 71
Miss Evers' Boys
HBO movie 16, 1049, 111-112,
113, 116-117, 118, 126, 136
srage p|:1}" 16, 109
Bicchell, H. L. 30—32, 33-34
Micchell v "ﬁ-"right Hin
Micchell, William ' 65—66
Montgomery Bus Boycotr 65, 66,
136
Moss, Frederick 108, 121
MMoton. Robert K. 40
Myers, Ira 6%, 70, 73, 85, 89

N

Mational Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People 66, 83

Marional Bar Association 122

Marional Bioethics Advisory Commis-
sion 129

Mixon, E. [0 15

Morrell, Roberr 1. 29,33, 35

Nurcmbtrg trials 67, 76

O
Olansky, Sidney 69, 70, 85
r

Parker, Janes Allan 85

Parks, Rosa 15, 65, 122

Parran, Thomas 59

Patterson, _Icuhn G

Payton, Benjamin 130, 137

Plessy v, Ferguron 28

Pollard, Charlie 24-25, 66, 78, 79,
B0, 84, 102, 106-107, 108, 109,
115, 117, 118, 121, 124

Pollard v Usited Staies aj‘.ﬂ] wrerica 25,
Sew abo 'I'uskcgtt S}rphi“s Srudy,

law suit, 1973

Gray, Fred D.. Tuskegee Syphilis Study : The Real Story and Beyond.

Montgomery, AL, USA: NewSouth, Incorporated, 2002. p 173.

http://site.ebrary.com/lib/iupui/Doc ?id=10039021&ppg=168

Copyright © 2002. NewSouth, Incorporated. All rights reserved.

May not be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher, except fair uses permitted under U.S. or applicable
copyright law.

11/17/2011 6:13 PM



Tuskegee Syphilis Study : The Real Story and Beyond

49 of 50

http://site.ebrary.com.proxy2.ulib.iupui.edu/lib/iupui/docPrint.action?encr...

174 THE TUSKEGEE SYPHILIS STUDY

Public Health Service 23, 39-41, 42,
43, 46, 47, 55, 58, 59, 61, 67—
69, 71, 73,75, 76, 78, 82, 95,
O6, 100, 134

R

Reaping vhe Wikirfuwind 29

Reed, Thomas 82

Rivers, Funice 25, 47, 49, 50-51, 52,
53, 54, 55, 56, 57-59, &5, 68,
TO, B0, 8586, 96, 111-112, 128

Robertson, Alexander 71

Rosenwald Fund. Ser Julius
Rosenwald Fund

Roscnwald, Julius 33, 39

5

Saccher, David 122, 124, 125, 133

Schate, Irwin J. 68, 75, 79

Scotr, Lester 79, 102

Scorr, Spencer 112

Scay Solomon, Jr. 82, 84

Secundy, Marian 137

Sencer, David 69, 70, 71-72, 78

Shalala, Donna 129

Shaw, Herman o0, 84, 102, 107, 109,
111, 118, 121, 123, 124, 125~
128, 129, 132, 134

Simmons, Fred 107-108, 104, 111,
118, 121, 124

Smith, ]. Lawron 69

Smith, Murray 49, 51, 54, 55, 61

Sonnenfield, Samuel 83

Southern Tenane Farmer's Union 34

Sovern, Michael 1. 83

Sparkman, John 103

Srokes, Carl 122

Srokes, Louis 122

Srollerman, Gene 69

syphilis

-L';Jr]y medical undcrﬁmnding of 40

-L';Jr]y studies of 4042, 43

medical description aof 37-38
rreatment of 24, 39, 4042

T

Thomton, Cleveland %4
Trees Dhow's Bleed I Tieskegee, The 113
Tuskegee
cconomic conditions in 1932 26,
2935
health conditions in 1932 35
racial conditions 65-67
social conditions in 1932 26
Tuskegee Adminiserative Hoc Advi-
sory Panel 102
Tuskegee Experiment Legacy Com-
mittes 116
Tuskegee Human and Civil Righes
Multicultural Center 122-123,

131, 136—-137, 141

Tuskegee Insticure 29, 39, 46, 50, 55,

61, 735, 85, 8O, 128. Ser also
Tuskegee University

Tuskegee Syphilis Study 13, 14, 15—

16, 17, 23, 25, 29, 35, 36, 74,
F5, 80, 82,0204, 112, 113,
133, 135, 137, 138, 141

autopsics 5657

background 37. 3847

control group 55-56

ethical concerns 48—49, G1-64,
6774, 75-79

lawsuir, 1973
allegations 87-88
initial research B2—84
legacy 104-106
legal complications 9002
naming plaintiffs and defendants
B4-87
response to allegations 89
settlement 95—949

maintaining cooperation of partici-
pants SH-54

Gray, Fred D.. Tuskegee Syphilis Study : The Real Story and Beyond.
Montgomery, AL, USA: NewSouth, Incorporated, 2002. p 174.
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/iupui/Doc ?id=10039021&ppg=169

Copyright © 2002. NewSouth, Incorporated. All rights reserved.

May not be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher, except fair uses permitted under U.S. or applicable
copyright law.

11/17/2011 6:13 PM



Tuskegee Syphilis Study : The Real Story and Beyond

50 of 50

http://site.ebrary.com.proxy2.ulib.iupui.edu/lib/iupui/docPrint.action?encr...

FRED [n. GRAY 175

media coverage 113
official termination 101
Presidential apology. Ser alo
Clinton, Bill, official apology for
Tuskegee Syphilis Study
background 114-119
preparations for ceremony 119—
123
press conference for surviving
participants 117-119
public knowledge and response
100-104
recruitment of participants 49-52
spinal taps 52-53, 96
treatment denied to participants
Gi—51
Tuskegee Svphilis Study Ad Hoc Panel
101
Tuskegee University 1300 Ser alio
Tuskegee Institute
Bio Ethics Center 134, 135
Tuskegee Veterans Administration
Hospital 55, 100

U

LI, 5. Public Health Service. Ses
Public Healch Service

W

Weterans Administration Medical
Center 74

Vonderlehr, Faymond 4042, 4, 50,
51, 52, 53-55, 56, 57, 6061,
62, 96

Woting Rights Act, 1965 66

W
Wallace, George 66, 103

Wassermann tests 9%, 72, 96, 97

Washingtnn. Booker T, 249, 33, 39,
135

Waters, Maxine 122-123

Wenger, Oliver 46, 50, 54, 61065

Williams, September 137

Y
Yaobs, Anne G8

Gray, Fred D.. Tuskegee Syphilis Study : The Real Story and Beyond.
Montgomery, AL, USA: NewSouth, Incorporated, 2002. p 175.
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/iupui/Doc?id=10039021&ppg=170

Copyright © 2002. NewSouth, Incorporated. All rights reserved.

May not be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher, except fair uses permitted under U.S. or applicable

copyright law.

11/17/2011 6:13 PM



	Tuskegee Syphilis Study _ The Real Story and Beyond2
	Tuskegee Syphilis Study _ The Real Story and Beyond3

